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Big Ben Loud Alarm, Spring-Driven, is a forceful fellow. 
He has a tick you can hear. And his deep, intermittent 
“fire alarm’? gong wakes the most stubborn sleepyhead 
Available in black or ivory finish, Big Ben Loud Alarm is 
only $7.50. With luminous dial, he’s a dollar more 


BIG BEN LOUD ALARM $7750 
“He Has a Fire Alarm Call” 





eayy Sle 
OP high SISODEP 00. 


one of these Big Bens 
is just right for you 


Heavy sleepers count on the Big Ben 


with the intermittent ‘“‘fire alarm’”’ gong 
the two-voice alarm. (That’s right 


Which will it be for you? 


WE STCLOX’ 
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ker ‘ BIG BEN’ 


Western Clock Compeony Lid., Peterborough, Ont. * 


_- Big Ben Chime Alarm, Spring-Driven, is a span soul. 
BIG BEN CHIME ALARM $850 His tick is soft and considerate And he has a twe 


“First He a i Then He Shouts” alarm. When it’s time to rouse you first he whispers 
. . then he shouts Available in ivory finish only, Big 
Ben Chime Alarm is $8.50 Luminous, a doliar more 
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Light sleepers like the Big Ben with 
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Should Children Run 
the Country? 


FTER A month of deep reflection, the 


ed s of Maclean’s are agreed that the 
reatest national disaster of 1954 was not floods 
On rch dieback in Quebec or the 


1dworm in New Brunswick. Formidable 


though they were, none of these catastrophes 
so dismal a portent as the feud be- 

veen Roger H. Blank and the CBC 
Roger H. Blank 1 Name we made up, but in 


what is set forth in this para- 
graph is the gospel truth. On the Thursday before 
Christmas, the man we have designated as 
Blank invited eleven neighborhood 
hildren to a small Christmas party in his home 
The children’s ages ranged from 
ur to seven years. They were watching tele 
sion when a program called Press Conference 
ime on and three writers whose ages ranged 
rom thirty-five to forty-one years began dis- 
ussing Santa Claus with a psychiatrist whose 
ige is fifty-eight. The psychiatrist said there was 
Santa Claus and at this point Roger H. Blank, 


} bh! 
I 


1ose age we have been unable to ascertain, 


ims that in the audience before his television 


t f the little fellows began to cry.”’ Mr. 
Blank was only one among several hundred 
evision viewers who concluded from this that 


he CBC had failed its owners, the tax-paying 
ublic; in Vancouver, Winnipeg and Ottawa the 


me program created such an outcry from the 


a t 
ewing public of all ages that it made front-page 

iC idl ne 
We a solutely serious in nominating this 
the most lamentable happening of the last 
thirteen months. For it was caused by no mere 
physical accident but by an ancient, stubborn 
ind terrifying trauma within the nation’s very 
ul. There’s something seriously wrong with a 
untry in which it’s still a matter for public 
lebate whether it is fitting, 1n a television pro 


gram designed specifically for adults, that adults 


should discuss matters of mutual concern in an 


1 


H. Blanks of this world do a hurtful thing when 
they shield their own and their neighbors’ 
children from the facts about Santa Claus. But 
we ARE certain that Roger H. Blank has neither 
a right nor a duty to shield the entire nation 
This is 
precisely what he and the forbiddingly large 
army of other Roger H 
they propose that nothing should ever be said 
over the CBC which could conceivably 
little Roger H. Blank Junior, aged four. 
What Roger H. Blank Senior is thinking of 


when he 


from the facts about Santa Claus 


Blanks propose when 


offend 


allows a roomful of four-to-seven-year- 
olds to sit, unquestionably drugged to the 
verge of insensibility, before a television program 
clearly labeled Press Conference and appearing at 
a time when most four-to-seven-year-olds are in 
bed-—this is a question only Mr. Blank himself 
can answer. But we’re asking it. And we’re 
asking the non-Blanks of the nation how long 
they’re going to continue putting up with the 
Blanks and their ridiculous proposition that it’s 
the CBC’s responsibility or the book or magazine 
or newspaper publisher’s responsibility or the 
state censor’s responsibility to see that by no 
conceivable chance can four-year-old Roger H. 
Blank Junior’s four-year-old brain be exposed to 
any scene, statement or observation that doesn’t 
happen to fit his old man’s ideas about child 
training. 

The Blanks of this country have had far too 
much to say about how the country shall be 
run. Acting usually in the name of their sheltered 
and presumably backward offspring, they have 
obtained the outright suppression of more than 
one genuine work of art. On grounds of religious 
faith, they have made it difficult, indeed almost 
impossible, for certain scientists and philosophers 
to discuss their scientific and philosophic views 
over our national radio network. 

Much as they anger us, we offer the Roger H 


Blanks a piece of valuable advice. If they are 
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HIGH-FIDELITY 


Music-APPRECIATION RECORDS 


TO HELP YOU UNDERSTAND MUSIC BETTER AND ENJOY IT MORE 
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ON ONE SIDE there is a full pe 


ae musical work, just as on the ordi nusic, with th 
; nary records you buy. The records will feature orchestras and various themes and other main features of the worl 
e soloists of recognized distinction in this country and abroad separately with running explanatory comment, so that 


r, You listen to the performance first, or afterward, and then ‘ learn what to listen for in order to appreciate the work full 
# re Ry ROS e of 





rformance of a great ON THE OTHER SIDE 2 — - 


A NEW IDEA OF THE BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 


A’ TOO FREQUENTLY, most of us are aware, we 
do not listen to good music with due under- 
standing and appreciation. Our minds wander 
and we realize afterward that we have missed 
most of the beauties of the work. There is no 
doubt about the reason: we are not primed about 
what to listen for. Music-ApPRECIATION REcorDS 
meet this need—for a fuller understanding of music 
—better than any means ever devised. They do it, 


sensibly, by auditory demonstration 


YOU HEAR MUSIC AS THE GREAT CONDUCTORS 
HEAR IT... On the podium they have in mind at 
every moment the various themes of the work, 
their interplay and development, and the main 
architectural features of the composition. This 
combined aesthetic and intellectual pleasure is 
what every music-lover can now acquire through 
Music-ApprecIATION Recorps. After hearing sev 
eral of these records, all the music you listen to 


is transformed, because you learn in general what 





| Asa demonstration | 


WILL YOU ACCEPT 
WITHOUT CHARGE 


‘Beethoven's Fift 1 





A NEW HIGH-FIDELITY RECORDING BY THE LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 4 \ 
Norman Del Mar, Conductor } 


Analysis by Thomas Scherman 


OU HAVE HEARD this great work countless tim 
! t? And what 1 y you have failed t he 


sl \\ . I wh t \ may | \ be nN 


to listen for. This enioyable form of self-education be of two kinds: first, a so-called Standard 
can be as thorough as the Music-Appreciation rd—a twelve-inch disc—which will present 
courses given in any university pertormance on one side, the analysis on the other 
This will be sold at $3.60, to subscribers onl 
YOU SUBSCRIBE BUT TAKE ONLY THE RECORDS The other will be an Analvsis-Onlvy Record—a | 
YOU WANT A new Music-APPRECIATION — inch disc—priced at $2.40. The latter will be mad 
Recorp will be issued — for subscribers only available each month for any subscriber who may 
every month. Ultimately all the great masterpiec: already have a satisfactory long-playing record of 
of music will be included. The announcement the work being presented. (A small charge will b 
about each forthcoming record will be written by added to the pric anwe 1 r posta 
Deems Taylor. After reading this descriptive essay handling 


you may take the record or not, as you decide at 
the time. You are not obligated as a subscriber to TRY A ONE-MONTH SUBSCRIPTION—NO OBLI- 


take any pecified number of records. And, of GATION TO CONTINUE WI t mal 

course, you may stop the subscription at your iple trial, to see if tl rd 

pleasure—at any time! ble and as enligt ticipa 
The first re d. Bes Fry . 

TWO TYPES OF RECORDS ATA RELATIVELY LOW will be sent to y t it no charge. You 

COST All Music-AppRECIATION Recorps will 1 nd the subscription immediately after hi 

be high-fidelity, long-playing records of the high ng this record 1} tl 

est quality—33'4% R.P.M. on Vinylite. They will 





PLEASE RETURN ONLY IF YOU HAVE A RECORD PLAYER WHICH 
CAN PLAY 333 R.P.M. LONG-PLAYING RECORDS 


MUSIC-APPRECIATION RECORDS R47 
c/o Book-of-the-Month Club, Inc 
345 Hudson Street, New York 14, N. Y 
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wer «COLD « SORE THROAT 1 LONDON LETTER 
| LISTERINE ANTISEPTIC— | ay Pevetley Ceili, 
| QUICK! 
| ..eFOR EVERYBODY 








et 


The Girl Who Had No Talent 


i SAW that the woman opposite me at the dinner table was bursting 











jot Fah ce’ 





with a desire to startle us all but she was not going to waste it 
until she had our ears and our eyes. At last she saw her opportunity 
“Believe it or not,”’ she said with a pretense of modesty that fooled 
no one, “I managed to get two seats in the stalls for Bea Lillie’s 
first night 
How wonderful! How simply thrilling! Having lived in the world 
for sometime I did not spoil her story by saying that I also had two 
seats in the stalls. There is no use having two Wellingtons for one 
Waterloo 
But when I got home my mind went philandering into the distant 
past when, by sheer merit or something, I was promoted from office 
boy at the Nordheimer Piano Company in Toronto to answering the 
telephone switchboard in the sheet department and accepting payment 
of tuning and hire-purchase accounts 
It was fun to see customers come into our King Street store and 
go up to a salesman behind the counter and say: “‘Do you know a 
song about moon in June that goes da-da-da-da-doo-doo-doo-Moon? 
But it was more fun when an Englishwoman, who played the organ 
in church on Sundays, would enter the store with her two daughters 
Muriel and Beatrice. 


Muriel was the gifted one. In fact she played the piano quite 
well, and in those dark uncivilized days the ability to play the piano 
was much esteemed. The years of enlightenment when girls would 


only have to learn to twiddle a dial were still far ahead 

We were glad for Mrs. Lillie’s sake that she had one gifted daughter, 
because poor Beatrice could not do a darn thing. Her voice would 
hardly have got by in a church choir on a wet Sunday, and when she 
joined a touring stock company in northern Ontario she proved that in 
addition to being unable to sing or play the piano she could also neither 
dance nor act 

But from the cage of Nordheimer’s shop I admired her for her 


Among the “Secondary high spirits. Sometimes she would address the salesman behind the 


Invaders” Are Germs of 
the Pneumonia and 
“Strep” Types. 





counter with the affected drawl of a duchess opening a Conservative 
garden féte. Next time she would be so Middle West that her English 







mother would blush with embarrassment 
In fact she once horrified us all by actually doing the dance of 






nese ind other = 
wade 1s wel ee ao, the dying swan and tripping up every time she did a twirl 
ed t show be Only two people believed in her— Beatrice and her mother. But 
hae pad sp amie nber by I doubt if either of them knew what they believed. They sent her to a 
iii ail teacher who coached her in singing and acting but it was no use. At 
any rate there was still the other daughter Continued on page 42 





WW ATEVES i ©, garvle frequently helps halt such a mass 
Listerine Antiseptic atthe first 1vasion helps nip the cold in 


Fewer Colds and Sore Throats 


in Tests 
Kills Germs on Throat Surfaces 
nember, tests made over 12- 
Liste \ year period in great industrial plants 
rfaces CO k lisclosed this record: That twice-a- 
ons of ger lding those lay Listerine Antiseptic users had 
Nee ‘ | 
ewer colds, gen Sa 
nel al ¢ ese are the very rally milder 
tt ire responsible is, and fewer 
Ss uch of ( 5 ery wine sore throats than 
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os ip hong . 
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Listerine Antisept s so ethics PHARMACAL Co N 
- rly { tre r ( j Ltd 


d d é 
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Made in Canada 





At the first sign of a cold or sore throat— LA 
i : ST t Be i be y A iy TIS F PT { C aan QUICK | At a theatre-award performance in New York, Bea Lillie clowns with actor 
@ | Thomas Mitchell. Even when she’s serious the audience can’t stop laughing 
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BLAIR FRASER 


BACKSTAGE 


In Indo-China 





Indo-China truce-team members feel like castaways on a desert island. 





Canada’s Adventure in Coexistence 


SAIGON 
N INDO-CHINA about 160 Can- 
adians, 300 Poles and 500 Indians 
are engaged in a fairly intensive 
exercise in peaceful coexistence. They 
are working together on an Inter- 
national Supervisory Commission 
that is half umpire, half midwife to 
three infant democracies and an 
infant Communist state, and in many 
ways it’s like being cast up together 
on a desert island. The exercise is 
perhaps more instructive than en- 
couraging, but it’s not without its 
funny side. 

Indians are so numerous on the 
commission merely because they have 
undertaken to maintain communica- 
tions and provide the secretariat for 
all three delegations. The Poles are 
so numerous nearly twice as many 
as the Canadians because they need 
swarms of interpreters and because 
they have brought their own political 
shepherds along. 

“In any group of five Poles,”’ said 
a facetious observer in Hanoi, ‘“‘two 
are political officers reporting on the 
other three.”’ 

When the contacts are more or less 
formal and public, the Poles are 
effusively cordial. I hitched a ride 
with them from the Polish delegation 
office to the Metropole Hotel in 
Hanoi, and the atmosphere reminded 
me of those Soviet Friendship din- 
ners we used to have during the war, 
with toasts to Churchill and Roose- 
velt and Stalin. But any real personal 
intimacy between Polish and other 
delegates is viewed with alarm by the 
Poles’ superior officers. 

In Vientiane, the placid little 
village which is the administrative 
capital of Laos, one young Polish 
officer was a jolly fellow and very 
popular with his Canadian and 
Indian colleagues. This went on for 
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some weeks, until finally the young 
Pole was summoned to Hanoi for a 
conference. When he came back he 
was a changed man. He avoided his 
former companions of the other dele- 
gations, cultivated a suitably stony 
expression and generally behaved 
like an Iron Curtain. 

Canadians in Hanoi enjoy telling 
the story of a Canadian officer of 
Polish descent who speaks the lan- 
guage perfectly. He didn’t reveal this 
at first and used to get considerable 
amusement from listening to Polish 
conversations at cocktail 
when they didn’t know anyone was 


parties 


listening. But one night in the 
dining room of the Hotel Splendide, 
when he was sitting just beside a 
table full of twelve or fourteen Poles, 
he could resist temptation no longer 
Halfway through the meal he turned 
around and cut into their table talk 
with a comment in fluent Polish. 

Dead silence fell at the Polish 
table. Then the dozen men there 
rose as one man, turned on their heels 
and stalked out, leaving their dinner 
unfinished. 

At the higher diplomatic levels, of 
course, these inhibitions are not so 
obvious, but I was interested by one 
small incident in Hanoi I had an 
interview with the head of the Polish 
delegation, a charming man who said 
at the outset: 

‘“‘Do you speak French? Good. My 
French is much better than my 
English.” 

And for fifty minutes we carried on 
an amiable conversation, he dis- 
coursing with perfect fluency and I 
laboriously putting simple questions 
in my plume-de-ma-tante French. 
When I got back to the hotel I 
mentioned this to a Canadian 

“That’s 
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Time can be your friend 


adequate provision for their families if t 


Most thinking men want to make 
he y 


or for themselves if they live to the later 


years of life. If you, too, want to make th 


double provision, do you know that you cat ) 


it quickly —sure ly—through one insurance p f 


The Imperial Life recently introduced 


its Security at 60 plan for these purpose 


Here for illustration is what six units of t 


insurance plan will do for you. It will provid 
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if you live to age 6O—$150.00 a month 
income for life or 327.375 a 


i single ca h sum 


if you die before age 60—$830,.000 
cash to your family 

Time can be your friend if you act 

ler describing the plan as it apy 

prese t age, ma th yupon 
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Windshield wraps around—at bottom and top 


Mi WI Uf - VMS styled 


by Chrysler Corporation for The Forward Look 






















One quick glance and your whole outlook is changed. 


Now, for the first time, here’s a windshield that truly 

wraps around—not just at the bottom corners, like ordinary 
wrap-arounds, but at the top, too, to give you unobstructed 
vision at eye level where it really counts. 





Here is an exciting new approach to wrap-around windshields 

that makes all others seem part of the past. It’s the 

New Horizon windshield that will send your spirits soaring when 
you take the wheel of a beautiful Chrysler Corporation automobile. 


Secret of this new kind of windshield is the swept-back effect 
achieved by slanting the windshield post at an angle— 
not straight up like a box. 


Here is a windshield that literally flows into 

the low hood and the slim, trim top. That’s because 
it is an integral part of the car—not an afterthought 
as ordinary wrap-arounds appear to be. 





This dramatic New Horizon windshield helps to 
accentuate the brand-new Motion-Design styling { 






concept so evident in these magnificent new 






1955 Chrysler Corporation automobiles. It’s 






thrilling new styling that gives Plymouth, Dodge, 
De Soto, and Chrysler automobiles a look of 
going places, even when parked at the curb. 








See them at your Chrysler-Plymouth-Fargo 
or Dodge-De Soto dealer’s now! 








PLYMOUTH 
DODGE 
DE 
CHRYSLER _ 
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MOTION-DESIGN for The Forward Look . 
gives Plymouth, Dodge, De Soto, and Chrysler 
automobiles a look of motion .. . 
even when standing still! 
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A new convenience for busy kitchens! 


n! Get the con ike a pitcher No bottles to wash or return. Used only 


>-Pak milk cartors once, only for dairy products, only by you 


rited States is now : 
: Don't let habit deprive you of this modern new con- 
paper ontainers and Canadians are 

venience! Ask for milk in Pure-Pak at your store and 
nor than | n on Pure-Pak cartons 
aft your door. 


andy Pure-Pak carton that ‘pours "You never outgrow your need for milk” 


EX-CELL-O CORPORATION OF CANADA LTD., LONDON, ONTARIO 


YOUR PERSONAL MILK CONTAINER 


it pours like a pitcher 
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Shoppers stream back and forth across Toronto’s Queen Street betwee (right) and Simpson’ 


The Big Battle of the Big Stores 


lor the past two years these merchant giants have been swapping million-dollar punches 


in a Canada-wide struggle for a billion-dollar prize. They've fought with bargains. 


‘asy credit and king-size catalogues. And you ought to see what they're planning next 
BY FRED BODSWORTH 


HEN Simpsons-Sears Limited opened one new Simpsons-Sears and began a program of swift the y iggest 
of its plush new stores on the outskirts and aggressive mail-order and store expansion with tige. But the 
of Hamilton last November, the downtown the apparent aim of toppling Eaton’s from its long Hamilton was 
Hamilton store of the T. Eaton Co. sent a huge held spot on the top of the department-store heay Simpsons-Sear 
bouquet of white mums with good-luck wishes Simpson’s is still a long way behind, but it 
Then Eaton’s, having observed business protocol, challenging the Eaton’s colossus as it was 
quietly began to do everything in its power to challenged before. The merchandising wa 


prevent those good-luck wishes from coming true ing into virtually every Canadian home fron 


] 


o 
For Hamilton had temporarily become the foca Eskimo tents klavik to mansion 
point of the nation’s hottest merchandising battle Westmount, for i few ‘ dians indeed 
the coast-to-coast Eaton’s-Simpson’s struggle for who do not at tim r other buy somethi 
the biggest slice of Canada’s billion-dollar-a-year displayed in Eaton’s or Simpson’s italogue or 
department-store sales. Eaton’s has had the biggest store And side striving to outdo the 
slice by far, with annual sales probably double other with serv nd bargair 
those of Simpson’s. But two and a half years ago, stand to gain 
after some eighty years during which Simpson's Che Hamilton battle last Noven . 
didn’t seriously challenge Eaton’s lead, the Robert ture of the nationwide struggle s full days a week, Eaton’: 
Simpson Company joined forces with the powerful Hamilton had been an Eaton’s stronghold for lways Saturday afternoon 
Sears Roebuck Company of the U. S., set up the many years. Its six-floor downtown store had been ll day Saturday Long before 
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17 Sir ipsons-Sears mo ed into an Eaton’s area with a new store on Hamilton’s outskirts—and a blitz of bargains. Downtown. Eaton’s put on a blitz too 


Sears was completed, Eaton’s and other downtown for the next week. It splurged with its best bargains Simpsons- Sears had 59-cent nylons on its first day 
tore irted advertising the slogan It’s Fun the night before the Simpsons-Sears opening and Eaton’s had 59-cent nylons the next day. Simpsons- 
0 Shop Downtown Where the Shops Are Tops.’’ * hedged them with a “no telephone or mail order’”’ Sears, for one day only, sold seven-dollar nylon 
Simpsons-Sears is not downtown And Eaton’s — restriction to lure customers downtown from the window curtains for $4.49. Two days later Eaton’s 
neanwhile was saving up bargains for a blitz to equally attractive bargains Simpsons-Sears was were featuring slightly smaller curtains of the same 
oincide with the Simpsons-Sears opening in mid- _ offering to mark its suburban opening quality for $3.98. 
November Simpsons-Sears slashed its $334 automatic washer Simpsons-Sears reduced a line of women’s winter 
he opening was scheduled for Wednesday, to $288, a $46 saving. Eaton’s offered a $319 coats, which normally sold for $40 to $50, to $29.90 
Nov. 17 On the preceding Saturday Eaton’s automatic washer for $219, a flat $100 cut. Eaton’s cut the same coats to $29.88, and when 
launched a sale which it called a ‘‘Pre-Christmas One of Simpsons-Sears’ best bargains was on these sold out a similar line was offered for $27 
Shopping Festival’”’ and heralded with four pages women’s woolen sweaters normally priced up Hamilton hadn’t had such a week of bargains 
of advertising in the Hamilton Spectator It to $10.95 It cut these to $4.98. Next day in years, and each store did a roaring business 
followed that with two pages of ads each night Eaton’s featured the same sweaters—-for $4.98 too. But Eaton’s didn’t lure many shoppers from the 
| ) | | 
. bonan lor tlamiiton Shoppe! 
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Simpsons-Sears opening. As has hap ened every- 
where that a new Simpsons-Sears store has opened, 
crowds began gathering long before the opening 
ceremony. Fifty police toiled to untangle traffic 
jams that extended like spokes of a wheel in every 
direction. When the doors of the store were thrown 
open a crowd of 7,000 swept in. 

said L. E. 
Roebuck Omaha, 
Nebraska, now manager of the new Simpsons-Sears 
at Hamilton. ‘‘We sold out our main brand of 
refrigerator the first day—_105 of them. And that 
first day we sold twelve thousand pairs of nylon 
hose, practically every one we had.” 


“It was havoc,”’ Coffman, former 


manager of a Sears store in 


The shopping crowd saw a that differs 


radically inside and out from those of its downtown 


store 


rivals. It’s framed with ornamental shrubbery and 
has covered outdoor walkways so that the exterior 
resembles a luxury hotel. 
There conventional 
boxed-in display windows; instead picture windows 
dropping almost to ground level open directly to 
the main floor, in effect turning the store into one 
vast display window. 


Its two floors sprawl 


across three acres. are no 


Inside, tables of merchandise are arranged for 


self-selection. There are few conventional store 


counters. The floors of many departments are 
covered with $15-a-yard broadloom. To promote 


what Simpsons-Sears calls ‘‘family shopping,”’ there 


s a service station and auto-accessory shop at- 
tached to the store where pop can browse or get 
a grease job for the car, and there are TV sets 
through the store where mother the 
children while she shops. 


can leave 
Since the Simpsons-Sears opening, Eaton’s has 


stepped up its advertising and is using more 
newspaper space than its new competitor. Eaton’s 
reported that it did its normal brisk Christmas 
trade. Simpsons-Sears claimed it was bringing new 
department-store business to Hamilton, making 


deliveries as far as Fort Erie and Brantford, forty 
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and fifty miles away A Hamilton 
advertising executive commented 
certain. 


newspaper 
“One thing is 
If Simpsons-Sears is hurting downtown 
business, it is hurting Eaton’s least of all.” 
Hamilton’s bright new Simpsons-Sears store is 
just one of seven the company has already built 
across Canada. For the Eaton’s-Simpson’s battle 


is not a short-term price war but a long-term, 
multi-million-dollar merchandising struggle geared 
to the biggest department-store building race of 


And 


are only two of its phases It 


Canada’s history. prices and new stores 
is also providing 
Canadians with a broader selection of goods in lines 
as divergent as suede windbreakers, geiger counters 
and automobile insurance— in both mail-order cata 
logues and retail stores. It is speeding deliveries 
and providing easier credit-buying terms It is 
bringing And it is 


bringing lower prices based on streamlined manu 


new industries to Canada 


facturing methods rather than here-today-gone 


tomorrow price wars. 
How do the two sides stack up? 
Before Roebuck of the U. S 
dramatically changing the picture, it was a simple 
the T 
Robert Simpson Company 


Sears came in, 


two-team line-up Eaton Company versus 

Eaton’s had a coast 
to-coast chain of more than fifty department stores 
and a mammoth mail-order business, the biggest 


in the Commonwealth. Simpson’s was a modest 


chain of five stores (Toronto, Montreal, London, 
Halifax and Regina), with a mail-order business 
reputedly about half that of Eaton’s. Both were 
big, between them commanding close to three 


quarters of Canada’s total department-store trade, 
but Simpson’s was a distant second to Eaton’s 
Then, late in 1952, Simpson’s and Sears Roebuck 
tossed twenty million dollars each into a kitty to 
set up Simpsons-Sears, the new company to be half 
The 


original Robert Simpson Company still operates 


owned by each of its parent companies 


its five dep irtment stores, but the former Simpson's 
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mail-order business went to Simpsons-Sears in the 
deal 


world-wide 


For its part, Sears Roebuck contributed the 
that 


chain of seven hundred stores 


connections and buying power 


have made its U.S 


the biggest name in department stores The new 


comer, Simpsons Sears in iddit on to reorganizing 


Simpson's mail order with the mass selling tech 


niques pionee red by Sears Roebuck, also launched 


the big store building program which, to begin with 


inaqdiatr 


will put about hifteen Sears-type stores in (¢ 


cities 

So here is the lew ne-ul] 

On the one side, the Katon Company wilt 
its eighty-five-million-dollar empire of mail-orde 
warehouses and offices, and fifty-eight retail stores 


On the other side, the Robert Simpson Company 
with its five original stores 


Limited 


ind its Simpsons-Sear 


which is operating the mail order and 


building a new chain of stores of its 


this side too, but in the background, is the vast 
wealth and experience of Sears Roebuck of the U.S 


But 


stores doing business 


Eaton’s, with almost five times as’ many 
ind Simpsons 


And thers 


is no doubt Eaton’s cash registers jingle louder and 


is Simpson's 


Sears combined, is still far in the lead 


oftener than those of the opposition 

The dollar value of the business Eaton's does 
is one of Canada’s most closely guarded bus 
ness secrets Eaton’s is a family-owned com 
pany with no public stock, so it does not have 


confidence to 


to reveal business figures except in 
the But 


Statistics publishes each year the total business by 


government the Dominion Bureau of 


all Canadian department stores 1round one billior 


dollars. Since many stores public ly announce their 


figures, it is possible by elimination to arrive at 


a total sales figure that must be Eaton’s. By this 
means it is estimated that Eaton’s store ind 
mail-order offices sell between four hundred and 
fifty million and five hundred million dollars worth 
ot goods a year ( ntinued on page 44 
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On a street corner in Vancouver's “drug zone” Detective Clifford Mead of the City 
Police Narcotics Squad frisks and questions one of B. C.’s 3,000 known heroin addicts. 


houses at the waterfront. 


Drug pushers and the addicts they feed on hang around dark halls of dingy boarding 


Women often tap on room doors offering sex for a ‘‘fix.’ 
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THE DOPE CRAZE THAT’S 





With two murders, two shootings and six bank holdups in a single month our third 


largest city is groping with the most frightening social crisis any Canadian community 


has had to face: it has the highest rate of drug addiction in the Western Hemisphere 


\NCOUVER entered 1955 under its usual pall 
of benevolent dampness- and under the most 
nusual pall of crime and vice ever to blanket 

: Canadian city. The year just past, and especially 
later months, had set new records for lawbreak- 
ng in varieties ranging all the way from the 
gangsterdom to ordinary 


one-way ride’ of 


rrutal murder; from well-drilled major armed 
berries tO minor jittery stick-ups; from door-to- 
oor prostitution to juve nile delinquency in its most 
ordid forms 
Strangely enough, the authorities of Vancouver 
lame a single factor for that seemingly unrelated 
omplex of crime that beset their city. That factor 
the drug traffic 
Walter Mulligan, chief of Vancouver’s much- 


criticized police force, angrily declared that seventy 


} 


percent of Vancouver’s crime originated in the drug 


traffic. Elmore Philpott, MP for Vancouver South, 


oved in parliament for a federal investigation of 


By McKENZIE PORTER 


“the growth of the narcotic drug menace’”’ and 
pointed specifically to “‘its relationship to crime 
in general and its debauchery of youth in par- 
ticular.’’ And the records of the Vancouver detach- 
ment of the RCMP (freshly reinforced against the 
rising wave of crime) add a grim rider to Philpott’s 
words: sixty percent of addicts start using drugs 
before they reach seventeen. 

If, as the 
claim, crime in general can originate with the drug 


Vancouver police and lawmakers 
traffic in particular, then Vancouver certainly be- 
came a vulnerable place for a crime wave. Since 
the end of the Second World War the number of 
known drug addicts in Canada has risen from two 
thousand to five thousand; of these three thousand 
live in British Columbia, and two thousand of them 
inhabit or frequent a down-at-heel business section 


in Vancouver’s east end near the waterfront, bor- 
dered by Chinatown, and crisscrossed by such 
streets as Hastings, Main, Pender, Powell and 
Cordova. 

Two thousand drug addicts in a city of half a 
million add up to one addict for every two hundred 
and fifty citizens. This not only gives Vancouver 
the highest rate of drug addiction in the Western 
Hemisphere, but means that if the city’s rate of 
addiction continues to increase as at present, the 
crop of addicts now being born will constitute one 
in every sixteen Vancouverites 

Just how fantastic that figure is can be gathered 
by comparison with known statistics: at the height 
of the United States dope craze between 1920 and 
1925 the number of addicts in the blackest area, 


New York 


hundred 


City, never exceeded one in four 
And among the fifty million persons in 
Britain today there are only five hundred known 
addicts, or one to a hundred thousand. 
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Captured last year after skipping 
bail, Vancouver drug dealer George 
Mallock drew 21 years in prison. 


Then thugs mistook printer Robert 
Hopkins for a police informer in 
the Seminick case and killed him. 










His brother John, also charged on 
dope counts, skipped bail at the 
same time. He is still at large. 





Night watchman Donald McMullen 
was wounded four days later by a 
gang looking for a dope cache. 


On September 15 police found the bullet-riddied body of Danny Brent 
on the University of British Columbia golf course. 
strongbox at the bank later they discovered $175,000 worth of heroin. 


Gang murders and holdups set records in a hectic year of crime in B. C. 


On opening his 








Police blame addicts for holdups. 
Using a length of pipe this grocer 
drove off a holdup attempt. 


and November 


“Pardon mel 
Cartoonist Len Norris satirizes the rash of holdups. 


I'm ahead of this gentleman." 


there were more than a hundred of 





TERRORIZING VANCOUVER 








Seven years ago British Columbia had one third 
of Canada’s drug addicts. The rest were divided 
fairly evenly through the Prairie Provinces, On- 
tario and Quebec, with almost none in the Mari- 
times. Considering that the Pacific Coast province 
contained only one eighth of the nation’s popu- 
lation, that figure was nothing to be proud of; but 
the postwar years were to darken the picture more 
and more. One eighth of Canada’s population now 
contains two thirds of her drug victims. 

Ironically enough, the reason for this melancholy 
vital statistic is also one of British Columbia’s 
most prideful possessions: her climate. Vancouver 
police have heard in countless sessions of ques- 
tioning arrested addicts the same story: mild 
climate allows a man or woman to get along on 
a minimum expenditure for clothing, shelter and 
even food, permitting more scraped-together money 
Because of this, hundreds of 
And the drug 


to go for drugs. 
addicts have migrated westward. 
traffickers have followed the trade. 

The Vancouver police are inclined to agree, for 
once, with the opinion of persons on the wrong 
side of the law; recently the newspaper Transition, 
published by the prisoners of New Westminster, 
B.C., penitentiary, gave this bit of “inside infor- 
mation’’: 

‘The characters in the east, especially Montreal 
and New York, have lately shown a keen interest 
in Vancouver’s large drug population. Profits from 


illegal drugs have for the past few years been 
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divided between about a dozen local men who have 
operated without molestation from the big opera- 
tors in the east. Now these big operators in the 
east have decided they want to move in and reap 
all the profit so they have sent their gunmen to take 
the town over 4 la Prohibition.” 

The existence of an underworld narcotics chief- 
tain in Canada was confirmed last August by 
federal Health Minister Martin ‘The RCMP,” 
he said in a public statement, ‘“‘know the identity 
of this sinister racketeer but have insufficient evi 
dence to convict him.”’ 

These statements point to a salient fact about 
Vancouver’s drug and crime wave: the drug ad- 
dicts themselves are not participants in the organ- 
ized crime, the gangsterism that stems from the 
drug trade. The picture of a drug-crazed criminal 
carrying out daring daylight robberies belongs only 
in lurid fiction. 

It is true that the vast majority of addicts have 
to turn sooner or later to crime or vice for the 
money they need—the money they desperately 
keep 


The average addict injects himself three 


must have to themselves supplied with 
drugs. 
times a day with one grain of heroin, a derivative 
of opium. Each dose costs him an average of five 
dollars—one hundred and five dollars a week for 
drugs alone. 

This means a potential ten-million-dollar annual 
market in Vancouver alone and another five million 


dollars to be reaped in the rest of the province. 


953 


The police call this a stake that gangsters consider 


worth fighting for— and killing for. They have bee: 


doing just that in Vancouver, thereby triggering 
one part of the crime wave 

War between the higher-ups also had a marke« 
effect on With norma 


supply lines temporarily interrupted they bega) 


the small retail peddlers 
tapping new sources Some of them saw in 
confusion an opportunity to break into the whol 
sale business themselves But first they needed 
capital to finance the huge expense of even s: 
These is! 


tions, according to the police, were partly re 


consignments of smuggled heroin 


sible for the outbreak of bank robberies 
Vancouver averages six bank robberies a y« 
But there were six in November alone last 
One of them, at a suburban branch of the Ba 
of Montreal 
thousand-dollar loss. Five other banks were looted 
of a total of fifteen thousand dollars There ca 
be no doubt,”’ says Detective Clifford Mead of t! « 


that sor ¢ 


was the biggest since 1911 i forty 


Vancouver City Police Narcotics Squad 


of these robberies were the work of drug peddler 


trying to break into the higher brackets of | 
traffic.” 

The disruption in the comparatively orderl 
traffic of previous years was being elt mo 


painfully, meanwhile, at the lowest arc of the 


vicious circle of drug trafhcking among the ad 
dicts. One result of the underworld battle for cor 


trol of the drug traffic Continued on page 50 


William Seminick, a pal of the 
Maliocks, was taken for a ride 
in November and left wounded 


Last October 
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Fraser talks with Christian Vietnamese at a refugee camp near Saigon. Promised religious freedom, more than a million are still held in Red territory 


BLAIR FRASER REPORTS ON 


The Squalid Mess in Indo-China 


THE EASTERN HALF OF THE GLOBE: ANOTHER ON-THE-SPOT STORY 


SAIGON 

HERE’S A KIND of grim comedy about the 

task Canada faces in Indo-China. As things 

look now it’s quite likely the Communists will 
come to power here by peaceful constitutional 
means, the first such victory Communists have ever 


In this tangle of comic-opera countries won anywhere. 


duty, in the name of democracy, to help them 


It may become Canada’s painful 


win it. 
. 7 Last July, at the Geneva conference which ended 
where a king can sell the police force to a gangster seven years of war by Communists and nationalists 
against the French in Indo-China, the final declara 
tion promised ‘‘free general elections by secret 
Canada’s UN team struggles to help build ballot” in Viet Nam, the biggest of the three 
countries of Indo-China. The elections are to be 
held by July 1956. If they are honestly run, the 
. , current odds on a Communist victory are about ten 
a democracy while the Reds feel sure they’ll get seein, Caney tiene 98 Maes eniibus diane. al 
Geneva to supervise the elections and try to make 
‘ 2 " sure they are honestly run. 

all they want without fighting As if that dilemma were not painful enough 
already, it also contains some possibility of grave 

differences with the United States. 

Some American officials think their government 
shouldn’t allow a 1956 election in Viet Nam. They’re 
quick to remind all and sundry that “‘the U.S. didn’t 
sign the Geneva declaration’; South Viet Nam 
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where France is still “‘keeping order’’— did sign, 
but the government could argue that it was too 
young then to know its own mind. Constitutionally, 
of course, the United States has no special status in 
Viet Nam, but practically it has thé status of the 
rich uncle who pays the bills. If Washington en- 
couraged the southern capital Saigon to postpone 
the election, there’s no reason to think Saigon 
would refuse. 

What that would do to Canadian-American rela- 
tions, or indeed to the whole Western alliance, is 
anybody’s guess. The Communists could have lots 
of fun with the spectacle of the leading democracy 
opposing democracy in the name of anti-Com- 
munism. On the other hand, it’s all too likely that 
democracy now in Viet Nam would give Com- 
munism a painless triumph. 

Viet Nam is half Communist already. The cease- 
tire pact divided it at the 17th parallel. France, 
which used to rule all Indo-China as a profitable 
colony, was left to keep order temporarily in the 
frail “free” nation of South Viet Nam. The Com- 
munist Viet Minh, who had beaten French Union 
forces in the north with Russian arms they got from 
Red China, got full charge of North Viet Nam and 
now run it as a Communist state. 

In Hanoi, the Communist capital, I asked a Viet 
Minh official how he thought anti-Communist 
candidates would be able to conduct their election 
campaigns in Communist territory. 
tea and smiled blandly. “It will be very difficult,” 


He sipped his 


he said. 

But the short odds on a Communist victory at 
the polls next year don’t depend only on Com- 
munist possession of the north. They are lengthened 
further by the fantastic mess n the south, where the 
world’s weirdest democracy is struggling to be born. 

The nominal “‘Chief of State’’ is still the onetime 
Emperor Bao Dai, who lives on the French Riviera. 
He has proved himself equally obliging to the 
French and, during the war, to the Japanese; as a 
final proof of his flexibility he once accepted the 
title of “‘Supreme Political Adviser’’ to the Com- 
munist administration of Ho Chi Minh, the Viet 
Minh president. 

The nominal leader of the government of South 
Viet Nam is Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem, asmall, 
plump, timid-looking bachelor of fifty-two who has 
spent much of his life in a monastery. Even his 
enemies admit that Diem is honest, a tribute rarely 
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Ho:His Reds prodded foreigners 
with bayonets in Hanoi streets 





G.B.S. is slated for sainthood in the strange but 
strong Cao Dai sect led by Pope Pham Cong Tac 


earned or even claimed by politicians of South 
Viet Nam. On the other hand, even his friends and 
colleagues admit that he, is weak. In actual fact 
Prime Minister Diem doesn’t control anything. He 
is propped in office by two powerful quasi-religious 
sects, the Cao Dai and the Hoa-hao 

Cao Dai was founded in 1919 by a Vietnamese 
civil servant who got in touch with the Supreme 
Being at a seance. Its Pope gets instruction from 
Victor Hugo through the 
savants are engaged in 
whether Winston Churchill and George Bernard 
Shaw should be included among its saints. But the 
important thing about the Cao Dai is not its crack 
pottery, but the fact that it 
army of twenty thousand with which it controls a 


ouija board, and its 


learned dispute as to 


controls a private 
population of about two million in one region of 
South Viet Nam. They are said to be the best- 
trained soldiers in the southern zone. Their com- 
mander is General Nguyen Phamh Phuong, who 
sits in Diem’s cabinet as a Minister of State and 
a member of the National Defense Committee 

There is no Minister of National Defense, be- 
cause neither Cao Dai nor Hoa-hao would trust 
each other’s man in such a post. The Hoa-hao is a 
Buddhist sect, mainly composed of farmers and 
peasants, which also has a private army of fifteen 
thousand or so and controls a large section of the 
country. Its commander, General Tran Van Soai, 
is also a Minister of State and 
Defense Committee. 


member of the 

















Map helps you find your 
way through the maze of 
Indo-China politics Top: 
Ho Chi 
Communist state of 
Viet Nam 
Sisavang Vong of Laos 
Bottom left: King Norodom 
Sihanouk 
bodia by decree. Right: Em- 


peror Bao Dai of Viet Nam 


Minh—he runs the 
North 
Top left: King 


rules lush Cam- 





1905, he 


spends half the year in France 


Vong: A king since 
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Boo Dai 


rule from his Riviera villa villagers 


Besides the Cao Dai and Hoa-hao armies there 
is the National Army of South Viet Nam, but Prime 
Minister Diem doesn’t that either For 
three months last autumn he found himself unable 


control 


to dismiss his own Chief of Staff, General Nguyen 
Van Hinh, though General Hinh maintained an 
open, voluble and derisive defiance of Prime Minis 
ter Diem. 

A fourth instrument of power in South Viet Nan 
is the police force. It’s said to be strong enough to 
meet the army on equal terms in its own citadel of 
Saigon, but it, too, is beyond the control of Primes 
Minister Diem 
by *““General’’ Le Van Vien, a 
who owns the gambling houses, brothels and opiun 


Instead, the poli e force is operated 


gangster chieftain 


dens of Cholon, the night-life suburb of Saigon 

Vien is boss of the Binh Xuyen, an organization 
sometimes described as a political party but really 
a bandit group. The Binh Xuyen too has a private 
army. Emperor Bao Dai appointed its chief a 
general as a reward for his political support. Under 
standably, the Binh Xuyen is the one group in 
South Viet Nam which still supports Bao Dai as 
Chief of State 

One of Prime Minister Diem’s cabinet ministers 
told me that Bao Dai had sold the police force to the 
Whether this is 


true I have no way of knowing, but it has been 


gang boss for forty million piastres 


reported as a fact by several diplomatic missions in 
Saigon. Nobody seemed to think the transaction 
remarkable at all. It’s much as if President Eiset 


hower had sold the FBI to ‘“‘Lucky”’ Luciano 


These four armies, three private and one ‘“‘na 
tional,”’ bristle at each other with unconcealed 
suspicion and hostility All that keep them from 


each other’s throats, apparently, are the two 


hundred thousand troops of the French Union who 
are still keeping order in South Viet Nam 

During the time when General Hinh, the Chief 
of Staff, was broadcasting his defiance of Prime 
Minister Diem, a spokesman for the powerful Cao 
We of the Cao Dai could arrest 
General Hinh if we wanted to, but it would require 
a battle. We're 


pretext to intervene in the name of restoring order 


Dai sect told me 
ifraid the French would use this 


Besides the four factions which take in vain the 
name of democracy, there is of course a fifth force 
Party The Con 


thousand 


underground the Communist 
munist Viet Minh had four 
troops in Central Viet Nam 


hundred 


Continued on page 58 


One Communist dictator ... and three gilded Kings of Orient 





Norodom: In uneasy Cambodia 


He lives and attempts 


are on guard at night 
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Five nights a week on radio and twice on T\ 
Roger Lemelin’s warmhearted Plouffes tell their troubles 
to the neighbors. Churches and theatres change 
their schedules. Merchants close up shop. Kiven the actors 


vet carried away and actually think theyv’re Plouffes 


By KEN JOHNSTONE 


T EIGHT o'clock ir 
Ash Wednesday the first 
Lenten Retreats was wwout 
Montreal’s St. Stanislaus paris} 
noted Dominican, Rev. Marcel Desmarais, was 
conducting the service when he noticed a womar 
fidgeting nervously in her seat Then she rose and 
tried to slip unobtrusively up the aisle Father 
Desmarais halted her 
My sister,”’ he said 
this one evening. I must 
The knowing Father Desmarais anothe 
occasion installed television sets in a ublic hall 
when he was viving i Wednesday yi lecture 
He has not been the only one to publicly recog 
the popularity of ‘““La Famille 
hearted, earthy half-hour tele 
appears over three Frencl 


origina 


2 Winn 


fifteen st 


night, and 
serial on ten s 

So popular 
Ash Wednesday Fat! 
woman. another priest 
Montreal’s Notre Dame 
his service would be 


to see t! 


e program 
Hockey schedules I t Jer Jol 


Quebec City h » He nited te vold games 
Wednesdays 1 Valleyfield t t of games 


delayed unti ihroughout Quebec 


theatre owners complain at attendance dro 
when the Plouffes are or ir 


Traveling salesmen going through sn all Que ber 


CONTINLCED ON NEXT TWO PAGES > 





Roger Lemelin takes 


Maclean’s on a visit 


with the Plouffe family 


and we watch the family solve a problem: 


Should Guillaume play hockey for Maroons? 


MEET QUEBEC'S MOST FAMOUS FAMILY 
continued 


'V show in Canada and easily outstrips its rivals. 

With Gallic enthusiasm, the Plouffes’ fans in 
Montreal deluge the CBC every week with letters 
of congratulation, advice and requests [tor photo- 
yraphs. The Imperial Tobacco Company, which 
ponsors the program and handles such requests, 
finally printed an album of photos for Plouffe fans. 

Before Christmas last year a firm in St. Johns, 
Quebec the David Lord Enterprises Limited 
printed 140,000 copies of a Plouffe Family jigsaw 
puzzle and sold them for ninety-five cents each. 
In three weeks they were all sold. The St. Johns 
firm paid a royalty of three and a half cents on 
‘ach puzzle to the author of the Plouffes and a 
ent and a half to the cast of actors 

Chirty-five-year-old Roger Lemelin, of Quebec 
City. one of Canada’s most successful French- 
language novelists, writes both the TV and radio 
scripts, which are based on his book, The Plouffe 
Family, published six years ago The programs 
have helped sell twenty-four thousand copies of 
ie French version of the book, called Les Plouffe, 
ind ten thousand copies of the English version, 
ind fans are clamoring for more. A fourth edition 
f the French version is now being printed to 
itisfy this demand, along with a second edition of 
he English version 

Roger Lemelin has given these characters from 
ny book one of the busiest schedules in show 
business five times a week on radio and twice on 
ry It is the only instance in the history of 
television anywhere that a cast plays a weekly 
program in two languages. (With only two excep- 
tions the same actors work in both French and 
English shows Lemelin himself does an immense 
yne-man job of script writing In addition he 
ecently took over the task of translating the 
French version of the TV show to English 

[he fictional people responsible for all this ex 
itement Che Plouffes are a French-Canadian 
working-class family who might live in any Quebec 
city The father Theophile is a plumber The 
two older children Cecile and Ovide work in a shoe 
factory A third, Guillaume, is a budding athlete 
of nineteen whose ambitions coincide with those 
of another brother, Napoleon, who is an amateur 
ithletic trainer and has made Guillaume’s career 
his life’s work. Mama Josephine Plouffe completes 
the family, and from its everyday life Lemelin 
draws moving, hilarious and sometimes tragic 
episodes 

Cecile, played by Denise Pelletier, a popular 
ictress who was Marie-Ange in Gratien Gelinas’ 
Ti Coq, is the Plouffes’ spinster sister At thirty- 
eight she plans to marry a homely bus driver 
Onesime (Roland Bedard). But Onesime has only 
nine thousand dollars in savings and Cecile says 
he must have ten thousand before she’ll marry him. 

Ovide is the family intellectual, a sensitive young 
man who is constantly shocked by an unfeeling 
world The part is played by Jean-Louis Roux, 
co-founder of the Theatre Nouveau Monde, a 
successful Montreal repertory. Ovide loves Rita 
Toulouse (Janine Mignolet), who works in the 
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] The plot opens with Ovide, the eldest son, visiting a girl 
friend, Rita. She asks him to stay but he says he’s expected 


at home Guillaume’s seeing the president of the Maroons.” 


shoe factory where he cuts patterns. But Rita 
loves all men, though she’s fascinated by Ovide’s 
poetic manner. Stan Labrie (Jean Duceppe) is 
usually around Rita too, upsetting Ovide 

Guillaume is the baby of the family, adored by 
everyone, a youth who is expert at everything he 
tries. He plays games with an inborn skill. The 
straightforward part is played by Pierre Valcour. 

Simple Napoleon is dedicated to sport. He was 
never good at it himself, but he tries to realize 
all his ambitions through Guillaume. His life is 
a series of joys and sorrows, and these are portrayed 
by Emile Genest, who was relatively unknown 
before he joined the Plouffes but is now a “‘find.” 

Papa Theophile is old and tired. He was once 
a champion cyclist. Drinking beer with his crony 
the carpenter, Narcisse (Julien Lippe), he lives 
those days again. Paul Guevremont, a stage and 
radio veteran, plays this somewhat pathetic charac- 
ter who is head of the family yet leans constantly 
on Mama. 


Mama Has Raised Her Family 


Mama is the heart of the family. Her own heart 
is perpetually torn by the tragedies she reads by 
the dozens in cheap paperback novels. Amanda 
Alarie, who has raised four children herself and 
at sixty-five is a grandmother, plays the Plouffe 
Mama the symbol of family unity that is the 
central theme of Lemelin’s series. 

This theme perhaps explains best the Plouffes’ 
hold on Quebec listeners and viewers. Fan letters 
indicate that many people see their own family 
problems in the Plouffes’. When the family rallies 
around Theophile who has lost his pay envelope, 
or Ovide rejected by Rita, or Napoleon scorned as 
coach of a National League team, there is a feeling 
of warmth that overcomes even the obstacles of 
translation. 

The English script of The Plouffe Family follows 
the French closely, at the expense of a certain 
awkwardness in the dialogue when French words 
lose some of their meaning in translation. This 
is also at the root of occasional disputes between 
Lemelin and his sponsor, the Imperial Tobacco 
Company, over what is right for an English- 
speaking audience 

Thus when Mama explodes against hockey in 
French with “‘maudit hockey!’ —‘‘damned hockey” 

it is changed to ‘“‘darned hockey” for the English 
audience. And when Mama talks to her sister- 
in-law about Papa’s love-making the whole scene 
is dropped from the English script for fear viewers 
may complain that Papa’s a little old for that. 
Until recently the translation from Lemelin’s 
French to English was done by William Stewart, 
a newspaperman who is a friend of Lemelin’s. But 
Lemelin now does it himself and guards more 
closely than ever the French flavor he feels The 
Plouffe Family must have to be authentic. 

On one occasion his sponsor suggested that the 
story line be changed to make The Plouffe Family 


MA 








Napoleon, another brother, to go with Guillaume 


“Businessmen don’t wear suspenders,” they nag hin 


more like an English family. Lemelin flatly refused 
and was backed up by the CBC. But he often 
agrees to changes in words and phrases in the script 
where they may not be familiar to an English 
audience. 

The opinion of the CBC on Lemelin’s insistence 
that the Plouffes stay strictly French was summed 
up recently by Chairman A. D. Dunton, who said 
“We think that Les Plouffe is a great creation 
in French because of its wonderful human qualities; 
and that it is great in English for the same reason. 
And we believe that much can be done for under- 
standing between English and French-speaking 
Canadians through the warm human insight and 
feeling that flow from The Plouffe Family.” 

The Plouffe Family is produced in a_ hectic 
atmosphere. This begins when Lemelin’s script is 
received by producer Jean-Paul Fugére. Fugére 
calls Lemelin on the telephone: 

“Roger, how can we show Guillaume playing 
against Beliveau and Richard? It’s impossible. 
Besides, Beliveau won’t like the idea of Guillaume 
outplaying him 

vi You think so? All right, I'll find out 
but we’re going to have trouble with the sponsor 
on that scene about smoking and they don’t 
like all the spitting yes, I know it’s the way 
they act, but, television, you know yes, rl 


try but in the English? I know, I know, 
but the English are so sensitive about things like 
that . . that’s what they tell me . and two 
new actors and you give them the first scene, that’s 
tough . yes, Roger, I'll try, I'll try yes, 
it’s a wonderful script . don’t worry, every- 


thing will be all right.” 

After he irons out the script with Fugére, Lemelin 
translates it into English and sends copies to the 
CBC and the sponsor. Then it’s mimeographed 
and from there the cast and technicians take over 

Reading their parts in both French and English 
ind attending rehearsals for the two shows keeps 
the real-life Plouffes constantly busy. They start 
reading the English script on Monday— a laborious 
session since the script has to be checked word 
for word to make sure the French actors can handle 
each English word. 

Denise Pelletier, who plays Cecile, has difficulty 
with her ‘“‘h’s’”” so “he had” is changed to “he 
got.”’ Amanda Alarie isn’t allowed to say “damn” 
and it’s changed to ‘‘darn”’ in spite of her protests 
Such corrections take about an hour 

At noon the cast starts rehearsing for the Monday 
radio show. On radio the part of Guillaume is 
played by Jean Pierre Dugas and that of Ovide 
by Jean Pierre Masson, but otherwise the actors 
are the same as on TV. After an hour’s rehearsal 
they make a fifteen-minute tape recording to be 
broadcast that evening. 

For the next two days they rehearse the Wednes- 
day TV show, taking time out Tuesday evening 
to do a “‘live’”’ radio broadcast, after which they 
rehearse and put another fifteen-minute program 
on tape to be used Wednesday evening. Fugére 


drives his cast hard, for Continued on page 56 
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Viust the hates and fears of East and West lead inev itably 
to the extermination of human kind? One of the world’s 
ereat thinkers gives his sharp attention to our most 


pressing problem and suggests a way out of the dilemma 


BERTRAND RUSSELL TELLS 
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a thir 
orld war 
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F A world war were to begin 

tomorrow there would be three 

logically possible issues: there 
might be a victory of the West; there 
might be a Communist victory; or the 
war might end in a draw. In this last 
event, there would remain two future 
possibilities: the resulting peace, like 
the Treaty of Amiens, might be merely a 
breathing space during which both sides 
would prepare to renew the combat as 
soon as possible; or it might, like the 
Treaty of Westphalia at the end of the 
Thirty Years War, mark the end of an 
epoch of ideological strife and inau- 
gurate a period of mutual toleration. 

I do not wish at the moment to con- 
sider what would happen if the war 
ended in a draw, leaving the combatants 
intact as organized states. What I wish 
to consider is whether any desirable 
form of world government could emerge 
from the victory of either side. 

Let us first consider the hypothesis 
of a Soviet victory. Painful as such a 
hypothesis must be to all who are not 
Communists, I am afraid that, as things 
are, it must be admitted to be possible. 

This would not have been the case in 
the first years after 1945, while the 
United States still had the monopoly of 
the atom bomb. But at that time the 
U. S. government had not yet made up 
its mind that hostility to Russia was 
inevitable, and the U. S. armed forces, 
having won their war, were anxious to 
come home and very unwilling to 
embark upon another war. Now that 
the political situation has changed, the 
military situation also is different, partly 
because China has become Communist, 
but still more because Russia possesses 
atom and hydrogen bombs. The situa- 
tion therefore is one in which the victory 
of the West cannot be assumed as a 
certainty. 

What would happen to the world if 
the Russians were completely victorious, 
and their armed forces occupied stra- 
tegic positions in the United States as 
well as throughout Western Europe? 
Would it then be possible to establish 
throughout the world subservient satel- 
lite governments such as those which the 


“An empire established 


by conquest would inevitably 


fall apart like Attila’s”’ 


Russians have established in Poland, 
Hungary, and Czechoslovakia? And 
would it be possible, by means of such 
governments, to establish communist 
authority firmly throughout the world? 
I do not for a moment believe it. 

We have seen already, in Eastern 
Germany, the difficulty of subduing a 
Western civilized community. But the 
population of Eastern Germany is small 
and its frontiers are close to those of 
Russia. The problem of holding down 
by force a very large and bitterly hostile 
population, such as that of the United 
States would be, is one that the re- 
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sources of terrorism and secret police 
would soon find beyond their powers 

An Empire of the East established by 
conquest would inevitably fall apart as 
did those of Attila and Timur. If it fell 
apart and powerful portions of the 
Western world reconquered heir in- 
dependence, bitterness, hate and fear 
would be far more dominant even than 
they are at present, and all the energies 
of the West would be absorbed by the 
hope of revenge We must conclude 
therefore that along these lines there is 


no hope of the creation of a better world, 


**A third world war would 


create a world even worse 


. . . «6 
than that existing before 


or even ol 


a lasting unification of the 
world under a tyrannical totalitarian 
regime. 

Let us consider next what would be 
likely to happen in thé event of a 
Western victory. As to this, I think we 
may judge from what has been happen- 
ing in Germany and Japan. In both 
these countries, in spite of the reluctance 
of France in the one case and Australia 
in the other, rearmament is being en- 
couraged, and there is no security that 
their governments, twenty years hence, 
will be any better than those overthrown 
as a result of the Second World War 

An outcome similar to this would be 
even more certain after a victory by the 
West ir 


China together are too vast to be held 


a third world war. Russia and 


down by force for any length of time. 
The belief, in the United States, that the 
trouble is communism rather than the 
rivalry of great powers, would cause the 
Russians and Chinese to be quickly for- 
given if they made a parade of ceasing 
to be Communist. Nationalism, which 
is the real cause of trouble, would re- 
main, and there would soon again be a 
state of tension analogous to that which 
exists at present. 

For such reasons, I do not think that 
a great war ending in conquest by 
either side is likely to bring about any 
lasting improvement. I am leaving out 
of account the destruction involved ina 
great war and the possibility that or- 
ganized government everywhere might 
break down. I have been, in what has 
been said above, accepting the assump- 
tions of militarists as regards the con- 
duct of the war and considering only 
what, granting these assumptions, will 
be the result when war once more gives 
place to politics. If this argument is 
valid, we must look ultimately to 
agreement between East and West, and 
not merely to a supremacy of armed 
force. 

I do not however wish to deny that, 
if a world government is ever estab- 
lished, some element of force may be 
involved in making it universal. The 
question. like many others in politics, is 
quantit: tive, and must not be dealt 


with on a basis of abstract principle. 
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What 10es emerge [From Our argume! 


that i world government cannot be 
established I the ice of opposition 
from irge and mportant countries 
especially when that opposition ha he 
bitterness resulting trom defeat in war 
Rut if a the powerful nations were 
agreed, they might still have to bring 
pressure to bear especially in the les 
ci ed parts of the world Chis pres 
sure no doubt could usually achieve 


object without actual war; but if actual 


war were necessary in any particular 
cast t could be a bnef war, doing no 
vital damage to mankind Such cor 
siderations however belong tO a some 


what distant future 

\ third world war, however it may 
end, will like its two predecessors solve 
no problems, but on the contrary create 
a world even worse than that existing 
before its outbreak. The aim of states 
manship should be to persuade both 
sides of this truth, and also to persuade 
each side that the truth is ac knowledged 
by the other side 

We of the West are by no means per 
suaded that Russia will not embark 
upon an unprovoked attack And, a 
though this may seem absurd to us, the 
Russians equ illy are not persuaded that 
we shall abstain from attack if we think 
the military situation propitious. I do 
not think the world can improve so long 
as these mutual suspicions exist In 


provement can only come when each 


side is persuaded that ilthough the 
other side will resist iggTesslo!r it will 
rivate dueling has died 


but the world duel remains. 


the same absurd psychology 


If both sides 


were convinced of this, genuine negotia 


not inaugurate igPTesslor 


tions and a real diminution of tension 
would become possible 

This can scarcely be done while each 
side is engaged, with all the rhetorical 


skill at its command, in pointing out the 


wickedness of the other side I do not 
mean to deny the existence of such 
wickedness I wish only to say that no 
useful purpose is served by emphasizing 
it on both sides Pert aps the first and 
easiest step tow irds pacification would 
be an agreement on both sides to keep 
hostile propaganda within bound Phe 
next step should be to allow truthful 
information to cross the Iron Curtair 

At present is everyone realizes the 
Russians ire not illowed to know the 
trut! ibout the West The West is not 
so well aware of the fact that a great 


campaign is being waged in the United 


States to purge libraries of books that 
give information about Russia Such 
obstacles to mutual understanding do 


iflame the 


r 


nothing but harm and or 


passions leading to the futility of a third 


world conflict 

] what I have been saying hitherto 
on the subject of a third world war, I 
have accepted ( ntinued n page IS 


with 














What was causing the plague of dented fenders 
at the intersection : 
of Bleury and Dorchester Streets? It took a young | 
reporter and a French-Canadian named 


O'Donovan to solve the mystery of 


The Flirtatiouc 
Pp hantom 
ot Montrea 


een eS 


BY MICHAEL SHELDON 








T WAS ten o’clock on a damp and blustery 
March night. A slight young man, fair and 
bespectacied, stood under the traffic lights 
at the Bleury-Dorchester intersection. His 
hat was soaked, the wind had worked inside his 
overcoat, and his collar felt like a poultice. Every 
few minutes he took off his glasses and wiped them, 
but his damp handkerchief smeared rather than 
dried the lenses. Noel Desforges had been standing 
an hour in the rain, and misery had seeped right 
through him. The cars swishing along the macadam, 
the glowing galleons of streetcars, the reflected red 
and green light changes had no attraction for him. 
The Gothic oddity of the houses now being de- 
molished for street widening, with their uncovered 
staircases leading to the heavens, had ceased to 
appeal. 

Journalism, he now knew, was a damnable life. 
If he were not a reporter he would be in his warm 
comfortable apartment with a hot drink and a good 
book. His mother, knitting, could be relied on not 
to make conversation more than once a chapter. 
But someone had called in a tip about the unusual 
number of accidents occurring near this inter- 
section, more than a dozen in the past three weeks 
and all after dark. Georges Santerre, his trouble- 
seeking editor, assuming something wrong with the 
traffic lights, had scented an opportunity to needle 
City Hall. And Noel had been told to get the story. 

None of the had just 
twisted fenders, scraped paintwork and a couple of 


accidents been serious; 


punched noses. Noel had interviewed the men in- 
volved. Almost all of them put everything down 
to the other fellow’s impossible driving, but five told 
similar, rather peculiar stories. Just as they were 
nearing the crossing, they said, something or some- 
one seemed to dart across the street in front of them, 
They as- 
sumed it was some freak reflection off the lights of 


making them swerve or brake sharply. 


another car or a newspaper blowing across the 
street or perhaps a big dog. Except for one man. 

He was a tall personable automobile salesman 
who had been driving back from an unsuccessful 
demonstration. 

Noel. 
the 


dame,” he said to 


moment 


“It was some 
“I’m telling you. 


crazy 


One she was on 


LLUSTRATED BY DUNCAN MACPHERSON 


While the trucker cursed the driver 
of the scarlet convertible, Noel was 


sure he glimpsed a figure crossing. 


you!”’ 






















































sidewalk and the next she was bang in front of me; 
Did I ever step on that brake.”’ 

‘“Didn’t she stay to apologize?”’ 

“No sir. And yet I sort of felt she was still 
around. It was a filthy night, wet snow falling in 
big flakes, and she was wearing a light-colored coat. 
Difficult to see, you understand, but I thought I had 
a glimpse of her in one of those bust-in doorways. 
It was only for a moment 


With the Noel had 


decided to try to witness a crash himself; it seemed 


evidence so inconclusive, 
the only way to solve the mystery and satisfy 
Santerre. But an hour in the driving rain had been 
more than enough and now he promised himself to 
leave after the next light-change. 

The screech of sudden braking came from up 
Dorchester. A panel truck had run into the rear 
of a scarlet convertible. Nobody was hurt but there 
was a nasty tear in one scarlet fender. Noel arrived 
to hear the truck driver explaining why the con- 
vertible driver should not be allowed on the road 

“Pulling up like that in the middle of a block! 
Miles from a traffic light! Nothing coming toward 
Continued on page 30 
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For war Volkswagen made the Kiibelwagen (bucket car), the all-purpose vehicle of the German forces. Here Canadian soldiers ride in one captured near Caen. 


Hitler’s Car n 


] 


The Fuhrer’s “people’s car” 

laid a gigantic egg for the Nazis. 
Now in an astonishing 

postwar comeback, the Volkswagen 
is blanketing world markets 

and even claims it’s crowding the 


powerful U. S. “Big Three” 





A Berlin's motor fair te 1937 Hitler blasted car makers for not rushing his ‘‘people’s car.” BY PETER CG. NEWMAN 
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For peace Volkswagen makes a convertible in its bid for a share of American small-car market. These Canadian women find it handy for supermarket shopping 


HE ONLY popular survivors of Adolf Hitler’s 

vision of a thousand-year Third Reich are 

Lilli Marlene, a schmaltzy song about a 
slender dream girl, and a chubby little automobile 
called the Volkswagen. 

The song is now seldom heard but the car is 
firmly established across the world as a sort of 
up-to-date Model T. 

The Volkswagen has come into its own in a way 
its late sponsor never could have expected. Instead 
of becoming a morale booster for Der Fiihrer’s 
all-conquering Herrenvolk the car now is a symbol 
of democratic West Germany’s meteoric postwar 
recovery. 

Adolf’s little auto, whose basic design was 
completed in 1934, is being turned out at the 
rate of a thousand per day in a giant factory at 
Wolfsburg, just ten miles this side of the Iron 
Curtain. An egg-shaped “‘people’s car’’ now leaves 
the assembly lines of this fabulous hatchery every 
sixty seconds. 

Today Volkswagen are standard equipment for 
Arctic exploration and African safari, speed-test 
winners in rugged Australian crossings, favorites 
of New York bank robbers——as well as the sturdy 
stand-by of nearly a million ordinary folk in 


ninety-three countries. The car’s motor is being 


‘makes a Comeback 


used to power aircraft, speedboats and milking 
machines. 

Volkswagen now claims it ranks after the U.S 
Since 
it was introduced on this continent in 1952 


Big Three in number of vehicles produced 


Volkswagen has sold sixteen thousand vehicles in 
North America, including five thousand in Canada 

In Canada the car’s price ranges from about 
$1.600 for the custom coach to more than $3,40) 
for the ambulance In spite of persistent rumors 
plans for building a Canadian assembly plant aren’t 
beyond the ‘‘close study”’ stage 

‘We are here,’”’ says Werner Jensen of Toronto 
head of Canadian VW sales, 


of Canada’s small-car market, which we believe 


to get our fair share 


will grow as economy becomes more important to 
car purchasers.”’ 

I have just devised a plan for giving every 
thrifty German worker the opportunity of owning 


Hitler 


told a bewildered audience of German car maker 


a cheap car to be known as the Volkswagen 
at the opening luncheon of the 1934 German 
, The clear duty 
of all good Germans is to purchase a Volkswagen 
The Deutsche 


which had taken over assets of the expropriated 


National Automobile Expositior 


{rbeitsfront, a Nazi Party organ 


free German unions, was ordered to launch the 








Porsche: he designed it Nordhoff: he makes it 
j 


Volkswagen savings plan through its membership 


Prosper tive car owners were ssued speci i! SAVINGS 


stamps for a_ five-Reichmark . weekly pay 
envelope deduction Price of the Volksw igen was 
set at RM 990 ($395 Che nationwide installment 
plan eventually collected more than $100 millions 


with nearly three hundred thousand German bur 


ghers smugly pasting up thei VW savings booklets 
ny 


Jot a single “‘people’s car was destined to get to 
the people who saved for it 
To design the Volkswagen Hitler picked Dr 
Ferdinand Porsche, inventor of the highly BUICCE 
ful Auto Union racing car ind a long-time exper 
menter in smalili-car constructio Der Fiihrer wa 
inusually specific in his demands 
Porsche was to pu la peopl itomonbils 4 n 
i cruising speed of sixty miles per hour to b fit 
for Hitler’s new iperhighways called A 4 
nust give east tnhirt' miles to ti n 
( e had to ‘ orted t ho | j 
oO that pare 1 take eir « ire 
then e engine hould 4 ,ir-cooled n st 
w ers could leave ner i’ lé pul ‘ r 
( rost Porsche eM yt iter produced a 
vorking model tha U f ringe en ca ) 
By ) Porsche id e} ed ‘ ber 
perimenta Volkswagve ( ‘ ( 
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BEST BET | THE PURPLE PLAIN: Gregory Peck, as a war-weary 
Lu ~______§ but indomitable Canadian flier serving in Burma 
with the Royal Air Force, leads a grueling three-man trek through 
the jungle in this superior outdoor drama from Britain. Win Min 
Than as his fragile Burmese sweetheart and Brenza de Banzie as a 
plucky Scots missionary are also prominent. Eric Ambler’s screen- 
play is from a novel by H. E. Bates. 


AIDA: Some of the non-singers going through the lip-motions in this 
handsome Italian production are non-actors as well, But Verdi's 
thrilling score is superbly vocalized and a. discreet narrator ties all 
the plot-pieces together, making the film a ‘‘must"’ for opera fans. 


DEEP IN MY HEART: Jose Ferrer, as operetta composer Sigmund 
Romberg, sings and clowns and emotionalizes with a chilly surface 
brilliance in this long, tune-packed musical biography. Plenty of 
nourishment here for the hummingbirds in the balcony. 


DESIREE: Marlon Brando as Napoleon, Jean Simmons as the naive 
little ribbon clerk he jilts but never forgets, in an extremely lavish 
but sluggish screen version of the popular novel. Michael Rennie's 
stylish work as Bernadotte is the best thing in the picture. 


LEASE OF LIFE: A Yorkshire village clergyman (Robert Donat) gal- 
lantly sets his little world in order after learning that he has only 
one year to live. A leisurely, rather sketchy drama from Britain, 
beautifully acted and full of convincing atmosphere. 


MODERN TIMES: A reissue of Charlie Chaplin's hilarious 1936 spoof 
at the Industrial Age. Highly recommended. 


THIS IS MY LOVE: Linda Darnell and Faith Domergue are sisters who 
are rivals in love in this overheated tabloid soap opera. 


TWIST OF FATE: A devious and implausible crime drama, with 
Ginger Rogers as a kept woman who ditches her sneering sugar 
daddy for a manly young French potter. 


Gilmour’s Guide to the Current Crop 


The Barefoot Contessa: Drama. Good Little Fugitive: Comedy. Excellent. 

Beau Brummell: Costume drama. Fair 

Bengal Brigade Adventure. Fair 

Black Shield of Falworth: Widescreen 
sword-opera. Fair 

Black Widow: Whodunit. Good 

Brigadoon: Fantasy-musical. Fair 

Broken Lance: Western. Excellent 

A Bullet Is Waiting: Western. Fair 

The Caine Mutiny: Drama. Good 


Dector in the House: Comedy. Fair 
Dragnet: Brutal whodunit. Fair 
Drive a Crooked Road: Crime. Good 
Duel in the Jungle: Drama. Poor 


The Maggie: British comedy. Good 
Man of Conflict: Drama. Poor 
Man With a Million: Comedy. Good 


On the Waterfront: Drama. Excellent 
Operation Manhunt: Drama. Good 


Passion: Revenge drama. Poor. 
Pushover: Crime & suspense, Good 


The Raid: Action drama. Good. 
Rainbow Jacket: British comedy. Fair. 
Rear Window: Suspense. Excellent. 
Ring of Fear: Circus drama. Fair. 
Rogue Cop: Crime drama. Fair 


Romeo and Juliet: Drama. Excellent. 


The Egyptian: Drama. Fair 

Executive Suite: Drama. Excellent 

Father Brown, Detective: British crime 
comedy Good 

Final Test: British comedy. Good 

Garden of Evil: Drama. Fair 

Hobson's Choice: Comedy. Excellent 

Human Desire: Sex drama. Poor 


Sabrina: Comedy. Excellent. 

A Star Is Born: Musical. Excellent. 
The Sleeping Tiger: Drama. Poor 
The Student Prince: Musical. Fair 
Suddenly: Suspense drama. Good. 
Susan Slept Here: Comedy. Poor. 


They Who Dare: War drama. Fair 


The Kidnappers: Drama. Excellent Three Hours to Kill: Drama. Fair 


King Richard and the Crusaders The Vanishing Prairie: Wildlife. Excel- 
Good lent. 
Excellent 


Costume swashbuckler 
Knock on Wood: Comedy 
The Last Time | Saw Paris: Drama. Fair 


West of Zanzibar: Jungle drama. Fair. 
Woman's World: Comedy-drama. Good 
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Troopers slammed them through every 
conceivable test around three hundred 
thousand miles of countryside. Hitler 
ordered German car factories to make 
sections of the new vehicle for assembly 
at eleven small plants outside the coun- 
try’s large cities. The disgruntled auto- 
makers filibustered about who would 
supply what. “I'll build my own plant 
to shame the industry!”’ sputtered the 
enraged Fiihrer. 

Porsche drew up plans for a Volks- 
wagen works geared to an annual 
output of three hundred thousand. 
The little town of Wolfsburg on Ger- 
many’s boggy northwest plain was 
picked for plant and company town 
construction, largely because of its 
strategic accessibility to the prewar 
Reich’s main highways, rail lines and 
canals. At the time, Wolfsburg was 
little more than a castle suriounded by 
a few wretched huts and miles of mos- 
quito-infested swamp. 

Graf von der Schulenburg, the 
castle’s owner, a_ stiff-necked Prus- 
sian cavalry commander, paced his 
gloomy corridors ranting that Hitler’s 
auto plant would block his western 
exposure and spoil his sunset pano- 
rama. He never forgave the dictator 
and was one of the 4,980 Germans 
executed in the blood bath which 
followed the 1944 attempt on Der 
Fiihrer’s life. The castle is now a 
state-run orphanage, but it did gain 
immortality. Its main battlements form 
the centrepiece of the VW crest which 
decorates the stumpy nose of every 
Volkswagen. 

On May 26, 1938, Hitier laid the 
cernerstone of the new plant and town. 
Construction, largely by Italian labor, 
was under the personal direction of 
Dr. Robert Ley, morose boss of the 
Strength through Joy organization. 

The new plant’s executives were bet- 
ter Party members than car builders. 
Only two hundred and ten Volkswagen 

all for their own use—were com- 
pleted before Hitler’s troops stormed 
into Poland to start World War II. 

During the war the factory turned out 
aircraft wings, torpedo parts, search- 
lights, mines, bazookas, and compo- 
nents for V1 missiles. Part of the plant 
became the main overhaul centre for 
Junker 88s and another section was 
rented to Alfred Krupp of Essen for 
making tank hulls and turrets. 

Its most important wartime activity 
was production of fifty thousand jeep- 
like Volkswagen, called Kiibelwagen 
bucket cars), including submersible 
and amphibious models. While many 
Nazi soldiers on the Russian front owed 
their lives to the little vehicles—the 
only transportation faster than a horse 
that could be started in the sub-zero 
temperatures—the car’s major exploits 
were as part of Field Marshal Erwin 
Rommel’s Afrika Korps. 

Unaffected by heat and resistant to 
sand, the Kiibelwagen, painted bright 
yellow, formed a fast-moving advance 
fleet of radio scout cars, machine-gun 
carriers, ambulances and field-kitchen 
conveyors that spearheaded Rommel’s 
desert fighting machine. 

“The Volkswagen is giving a mag- 
nificent account of itself in the desert 

Rommel’s victories have been 
made’ possible by my timely recog- 
nition of the fact that desert warfare is 
a battle of machines,’”’ Hitler modestly 
admitted at a general staff conference 
on June 22, 1942 

“TI think our wartime experience 
justifies us in saying that the Volks- 
wagen is the car of the future,”’ he 
later remarked. ‘‘When all the modi- 
fications dictated by war experience 
have been incorporated in it, the 
Volkswagen will become the most 
popular car in Europe. I should not 
be surprised to see annual output reach 
a million and a half.” 
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An ingenious camouflage device saved 
the huge Volkswagen factory from air- 
raid damage until the spring of 1944 
Raft-mounted units producing artificial 
fog were floated on the canal paralleling 
the plant and the prevailing east wind 
did the rest. 

On April 29, 1944, a crewless British 
bomber, hit in a night bombardment 
of Hamburg, crashed into the VW 
laboratories, starting a roof fire. Three 
heavy daylight raids by the U. S 
Eighth Air Force followed, in which 
fifty-five persons were killed. 

Major wartime damage to the plant, 
however, resulted from revolts staged 
by slave laborers after production had 
almost halted. The day after the Nazi 
High Command cut off all raw ma- 
terials—on Feb. 16, 1945-—slave la 
borers staged a short bitter attack on 
the older Gestapo guards who had 
replaced younger Army guards called 
to the front. The attack was a failure 
and the laborers were imprisoned. 

When the Second British Army 
reached Wolfsburg early in April, the 
remaining slave laborers, supported by 
a wave of starving refugees fleeing 
the Russians, attacked the plant and 
wrecked the remaining machinery. 
They had heard rumors that the 
Nazis had cached stores of hoarded 
food in the factory. After the British 
arrived all slave laborers in the town 
were freed. 


Too Noisy for Britain 


Invading British troops took over a 
few outlying sheds as a truck-repair 
depot. Almost immediately, a hand- 
ful of unemployed German engineers 
brought out the prewar Volkswagen 
dies and with the lone surviving heavy 
press secretly hand-tooled two cars in 
a roofless corner of the wrecked plant. 
In spite of the Four Power ban on auto- 
mobile construction, surprised British 
officials flew one of the models to 
England. Government engineers de- 
clared the vehicle too noisy and cer- 
tainly too primitive ever to compete 
with British products. 

After U. K. car manufacturers had 
turned up their noses at the plant’s 
crumbling machinery as war repara- 
tions, the Russians demanded permis- 
sion to dismantle the factory for setting 
up in East Germany. Colonel Rad- 
clyffe, the U. K.’s_ industrialization 
officer for the district, realizing that 
his army would soon be cut off from 
spare jeep parts by the end of U. S. 
lend-lease, stopped the Reds and called 
in an unemployed German automobile 
executive, Dr. E. H. (Heinz) Nordhoff, 
to reactivate the plant 

Nordhoff is a compact, blue-eyed 
engineer-salesman, who has since 
blended a cosmopolitan business out- 
look with Germanic efficiency to be- 
come one of history’s most successful 
car makers. 

In 1947 Nordhoff was part of the 
wreckage of postwar Germany. Be- 
cause of his contributions to the Nazi 
war machine as head of the Opel truck 
factory at Brandenburg, U. S. occu- 
pation authorities had forbidden him 
to do anything but manual labor in 
their zone. 

The second of three sons of a small- 
town banker, Nordhoff was born near 
Wolfsburg in 1899. Shot through the 
knees while serving in the Kaiser’s 
army, he later attended the Technical 
University at Charlottenburg. In 1930. 
he joined the sales organization of Opel, 
the German General Motors subsidiary 
and visited Detroit and Oshawa for a 
firsthand look at North American sales 
and production methods. 

“At Wolfsburg, I inherited a wrecked 
factory, a helpless town, and an ut- 
terly disorganized group of half-starved 
workers, painfully turning out a few 
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White wipe-off finish Light Oak stain finish 


Attractive in its natural state, 
Abitibi Woodgrain Hardboard also takes wax or 
other clear finishes beautifully. 


Now—thanks to a revolutionary new process, you 

can have attractive woodgrain panelling at a price 

that is amazingly low by any existing standards. 

Les eh ote rank Ye Handsome, distinctive new Abitibi Woodgrain Hard- 

aie CaN A) ablackig- Ql MAW 5 Wha 5 board is ideal for every panelling job—living room, 
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oe Wx yee = NON Bee ge PR ae ‘5 #8 ai st #9 Prine, f a iu 2 den, library, rumpus room—it's so simple to apply, 
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take ho " 1 : ghee ree Fie dealer to show you how you can get beautiful results 
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For “Do-it-Yourself” literature and samples of Abitibi 
Woodgrain Hordboard see your lumber dealer or mail 
this coupen to 

ABITIBI SALES COMPANY, LIMITED 
408 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, TORONTO 


ADDRESS 
CITY OR TOWN 
PROVINCE 
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Professional Advice 


A professional man... a dentist, as a matter of fact... came 


in to see us the other day. 


He told us that he needed some investment advice, and from 
what he’d heard of us, he felt we were the people who could 


help him. “You know,” he said, “if you had something wrong 


with your teeth Td « X pec t you to come to me... or to someone 
like me qualified to give you good professional advice. Well 


right now, | need some professional advice about investments. 


That's why Ive come to see you. 


We sat down and discussed his problem. It turned out he had 
a good practice had no dependents other than his wife... 
and he already had arranged a modest retirement program. 
But he was still practicing and had accumulated funds which 


he felt, if properly invested would permit him to add to his 
retirement fund, He wasn’t interested in taking risks... he just 


wanted good sound investments. 


We put some thought on it and came up with a program 
that we felt was best for him. Here was a professional man who 
wanted professional advice. He had come to us because he felt 


we were capable of giving it to him. 


If, like our dentist, you think you need professional advice 
about investments. we believe we can help you, too. We'd be 
h ippy to see you in any of our offices ... of course if it’s more 


convenient just drop us a line. 


“ NJ | 
A. E. Ames & Co. 
Limited 
Business Established 1889 


VICTORIA CALGARY HAMILTON 


QUEBEC 


NINNIPEG VANCOUVER 


CHENER OWEN SOUND ST. CATHARINES 


NEW YORK BOSTON LONDON, ENG 




















\ BY APPOINTMENT 
/ SCOTCH WHISKY DISTILLERS 








* 
WPursolanson shor. Leal LEITH 
p{STILLED BLEN DEDé BOTTLED IN SCOTLAND 


’ 











lor nine vears people had no ears: they 


lined 


Nordhoff recalls ‘There 


was only one chance; the Volkswagen 


cars a day,”’ 


as a car 

“A factory like Volkswagen,’ he 
“just couldn’t stand still My 
job was to keep it evolving in 
He admits reluc 


says, 
daily 
the right direction.”’ 
tantly that progress has been ‘“‘some- 


what spectacular.”’ 


When Nordhoff arrived in Wolfsburg 


he called his shabby working force 
together “If we work hard enough, 
we can make over this plant and this 
dead town If not, we'll die with 
them,”’ he warned 


The biggest obstacle was lack of raw 
materials. Suppliers balked at being 
paid in the fluctuating Reichsmarks 
The major sheet-metal producer would 
deliver only in exchange for cattle, and 
only potatoes sent to textile mills would 
tabric 
planned as a 


obtain upholstering Because 
Wolfsburg had 
self-sufficient community, there was a 
large factory farm at hand to provide 


the barter articles and feed production- 


been 


line workers. Finished cars were also 
traded for food, with the first postwar 
Volkswagen bringing twelve pigs 

With nine years of pent-up auto 
mobile demand in Europe to fill, 
Volkswagen salesmen waited at fac- 
tory gates every night to drive away 
their quota of the rising output. But 
Germany’s 1948 currency reform, which 
supplanted ten Reichsmarks with one 
new Deutschemark, nearly wiped out 
the struggling plant. Finding he 
couldn’t meet his 
telephoned his dealers for help. They 
arrived next morning carrying all the 
cash they could raise and VW survived 
its last major crisis. 

Germany’s state railway still re- 
members the rush to Wolfsburg. All 
passenger trains 
now have at two compartments 
per coach fitted as offices 
where dealers can dictate correspond 


Volkswagen-bound 
least 
compact 
railway-employed stenogra- 
phers. The Wolfsburg plant 
over 770 acres, with floor space cover 


ence to 
sprawls 


ing five million square feet 


The factory has its own foundry, 
textile mill and machine shops. Unlike 
North American car building, there’s 


almost no subcontracting It takes 
exactly hours to convert in- 
coming sheet metal shining 
Volkswagen. The job requires 3,900 ma 
chines, 20,900 men and 2,100 women 
The company is so certain of its 


twenty 
into a 


manufacturing techniques that finished 
VWs aren’t put through any major 
preshipment tests. Technicians trained 
to hear, feel, see and smell defects drive 
each car over a seven-mile course be- 
tween its final assembly point and the 
railway station. On the quick drive, 
they run through a four-page, 129- 
point check list Inside the plant, a 
1,500-man inspection team checks on 
5.500 parts 
roving crew of super 


each of the vehicle’s 
There’s also a 
inspectors inspecting the inspection 
staffs 

To hurry production, Nordhoff keeps 
raw material constantly flowing into 
the plant, but completed cars are never 
stock-piled “This 


principle exerts a psychological speed- 


pressure-vacuum 


up influence on assembly lines, which 
has been mainly responsible for the 
reduction to a hundred man hours per 
car now needed, from the four hundred 
when I took over,”’ he claims 
Nordhoff now lives quietly with his 
blond wife and two teen-age daughters 
in a company-owned house on the 
outskirts of Wolfsburg. A collector of 
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payroll, Nordhoff 
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up at the factory for Volkswagens 


first editions and modern art, he is 


serious about his hobbies—hunting 
gardening, building ship models—but 
finds little time for them. Up at 6.30 
every morning, he drives his own Volks 
wagen to work His 
officially revealed, has been estimated 
at $25,000 a year. 
Has the Wolfsburg venture been 

Volks 


balance sheet has become i 


salary, never 


financial success? Guessing 
wagen’s 
favorite parlor game of West German 
industrialists. Financial statements are 


not published, but a nominal asset 
value of DM 60 ($15) millions is be 
lieved to have been put on the plant 
with a four-percent dividend set aside 
annually for the hypothetical owners 
Sales are thought to be running at more 
than DM 600 ($150 
with probably ten percent being salted 
away for depreciation 

But Hitler’s twenty-year-old political 
promise of transportation for his trust 


millions a year 


ing followers today keeps the company 
in a state of receivership 
The Deutsche Arbeitsfront was dis 
solved in 1945 and its funds, held by 
the Bank of German Labor, confiscated 
by the Russians. The 300,000 prewar 
Volkswage nsparer and their 
promptly organized themselves into 
The Society for the Relief of 
Volkswagen 
court on Dec. 1, 


permanent 


heirs 


Former 
Savers They went to 
1952, 
at production price, minus ther initial 
investment. One judge ruled the claim 
legitimate, but VW appealed the deci 
sion and last December the West Ger- 
man high federal court threw out all 
claims against the company. 


to demand cars 


A Down Payment on Freedom 

The courts will also have to rule 
whether the plant belongs to the Bonn 
Government (as the Nazi regime’s 
heirs) or to the men who have built 
up the present factory This legal 
dispute dates back to October 1949 
when the British refused to decide the 
tricky problem and simply handed the 
Volkswagen plant to the federal Ger 
man for administration 
Chancellor Adenauer del gated 
agement authority to the state of Lower 


government 
man 


Saxony, where Wolfsburg is located and 
nineteen member board of 
control which still runs the company 


set up a 


Right after the war, Volkswagen’s 
labor turnover was nearly a hundred 
percent. East Zone refugees, including 
priests, doctors and even one deposed 


state minister, streamed in just long 
enough to earn a down payment for 
their continued flight westward. Today 
only fifty-two employees 
alte Hasen (old 
tionate term for those with the 
pany more than ten years. The plant 
has never had a strike and did not 
participate in the recent German labor 


qualify as 
hares an iffec 
com 


flareups, although Red propaganda is 
aimed at Wolfsburg in a constant effort 
to stir up trouble 

Monthly pay of assembly-line work 
ers now averages DM 460 ($115), five 
percent above the prevailing industrial 
Nordhoff last year paid em 
four-percent 
Germany’s first 
profit-sharing plans 

Employees have a company-supple 
mented government scheme 
and many extras such as medical 
treatment, daily lunch at the 9,500- 
place factory banquet hall, a duck at 
Christmas, and a free two-week holiday 
at Volkswagen-owned 
Harz 


wage 


ployees a wage bonus 


one of industrial 


pension 


resorts in the 


Mountains and on the North 
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Savings Plan with a Cushion... [his Just for young folks under 12 If you are a Partner... your Part- Bills... Bills... Bills 


policy provides a ‘money cushion” to Occidental’s Junior Estate Plan. Each ner can ruin you 

use for Opportunities or emergencies. A 51,000 of insurance the youngster has meaning to, of course—f 
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FOR YOUR TABLE 





Robertson’s Preserves today and see how 
all the tamnily fall for them For instance, have you 
ried delicious SILVER SHRED lemon 
jelly marmalade? You'll love its refreshingly 
lifferent flavor ts delightful tatig 


Robertson’s 
Silver Shred 


some more treats for your table 
GOLDEN SHRED MARMALADE -GINGER 
MARMALADE Scotch Marmalade 
Blackcurrant Jam — Redcurrant Jelly— 
Wild Bramble jelly 


Made and packed in Scotia 

















gourmet . goodness’ 


to home cooking 


“rT and rich 
spices blended in a 
secret recipe — No 
other sauce matches 


LEA&PERRINS 
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Sea The firm sends a cheque to 
employee weddings and for each new 
baby. Every possible labor situation 
is covered by regulations. Three days 
off are granted at the death of a 
relative, but only two days for a 
honeymoon. 

An integral part of the Volkswagen 
setup is the town of Wolfsburg, built 
by Hitler as a dormitory for the works. 
At the war’s end it looked like the 
Hollywood version of a derelict Texas 
ghost town. Now prosperous, Wolfs- 
burg remains a town planner’s night- 
mare 

There are streets without houses 
ind homes checkered over the roadless 
ountryside. Only sidewalks of Der 
3ummel—the main street—were com- 
jeted before the war. Wolfsburgers 
today take their Sunday strolls along 
Der Bummel, watching frogs playing 
in the surrounding muskeg, intended 
for their luxury stores and theatres. 
Chere’s little incentive for private hous- 
ing because, like the plant, Wolfsburg’s 
ownership is in dispute and no land 
titles are permanent. The company 
has built four thousand employee 
apartments, two churches, a 540-bed 
hospital, a swimming pool, a sports 
stadium and a theatre. VW apartments 
rent for twenty dollars a month (two 
bedrooms); all dwelling blocks have 
communal reading, music and games 
rooms. Staff buildings and their fur- 
nishings suggest usefulness more than 
comfort. 

Wolfsburg’s main topic of conversa- 
tion is the Volkswagen. It’s a peppy 
little pup, surprisingly roomy and 
comfortable. With its thirty-horse- 
power air-cooled engine in the rear, the 
car weighs only 1,565 pounds, can hold 
four and does up to sixty-eight miles 
per hour at thirty-eight miles to the 
gallon 

“This car is not only a wonderfully 
efficient roadworthy little machine, but 
it is additionally entertaining to the 
motoring enthusiast because of its 
unique mechanical delights which he 
keeps discovering as he drives,’”’ U.S 
auto expert Ralph Stein commented 
after a recent test drive. The London 
Economist declares: ““The Volkswagen 
provides most satisfactory motoring.” 

The car’s worst feature is its slow 
acceleration—zero to fifty miles per 
hour takes twenty-four seconds. Prob- 
ably its chief selling point is the air 
cooled engine, requiring no anti-freeze 

The 9414-inch wheel base leaves little 
extra room but there’s a luggage com- 
partment behind the back seat and 
storage space under the hood between 
the gas tank and the spare tire. A 
speedometer and five colored warning 
lights are the only dashboard instru- 
ments. The lights show when the 
ignition is on, whether the lights are 
bright and whether the turn indicators 
are in use 

The dying cough of the motor is the 
only indication there’s no more gas in 
the tank, but there’s a cut-in valve at 
toe level to switch the motor to a small 
emergency tank. For those who like 
tea while traveling, a new water-boiling 
gadget is available that fits on the 
engine’s exhaust pan. 

Though it was not designed for 
racing, the car keeps winning world 
speed tests. Last June a Volkswagen 
made a record crossing of Australia, 
covering the tough two thousand miles 
in just over thirty-eight hours. At the 
Coronation Safari in east Africa, fifty 
one cars began the 8,000-kilometre 
desert course; only fourteen finished 
Of the half-dozen VW starters, all 
finished to claim the first six prizes in 
their class. 

In the Netherlands, farmers run their 
milking machines with VW engines. A 
Hamburg firm has started producing 
speedboats with the VW motor and a 


French manufacturer is turning out a 
single-seat aircraft powered by VW 
engines. A Saskatchewan farmer has 
adapted the engine to run the vi- 
brators of his harvester. In northern 
British Columbia, log-hauling winches 
are being operated with VW motors 
and an Ontario firm will soon start pro- 
ducing snowmobiles, using VW power 
units. 

Most unforeseen has been the car’s 
rising popularity with New York bank 
robbers. Their fondness for the Volks- 
wagen arises from its ability to weave 
in and out of traffic where large police 
cars can’t follow. Manhattan police- 
men now keep close tab on VWs 
parked outside banks with their mo- 
tors running 

VW’s dealer setup now numbers 
twenty-five hundred outlets in ninety- 
three countries, with exports account- 
ing for forty percent of factory output. 
Assembly plants, turning out eighteen 
hundred cars a month, have been set 
up in Mexico, Brazil, Ireland, Belgium, 
Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa 

The Volkswagen now is not only the 
most popular vehicle in Germany but 
tops its class also in Belgium, the 
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Netherlands, Luxembourg, Denmark, 
Switzerland, Austria, Portugal, Peru 


and Indonesia Sales this year are 
being extended into Thailand, Kenya, 
Burma and the Belgian Congo A 


Brussels department store made mer- 
chandising history last February by 
filling part of its street sales floor with 
a fleet of VWs. Customers drove out 
a hundred a week. 

Selling this unorthodox vehicle is a 
sort of sport among dealers. A guide 
book tells them exactly how to deal 
with forty-one types of potential cus- 
tomers, including bullies and absent- 
minded professors. Nordhoff has al- 
ready given away thirty thousand of 
the gold-plated pocket watches he 
promises to any VW buyer who drives 
his car sixty-two thousand miles (a 
hundred thousand kilometres) without 
a major repair. A Toronto musician 
expects to get the first golden timepiece 
in Canada. 

While demand for the twenty-year- 
old design shows no sign of slackening, 
the Volkswagen has not yet become a 
true people’s car. In Germany it now 
costs the equivalent of ten months’ 
work. Only one of twenty-three VW 
employees can afford to drive his own 
handiwork 

Will Nordhoff convert the 1934 
design to a bigger, more powerful 
auto or will he slash overhead, throw 
out the few remaining extras and pro- 
duce a real “car of the people”’ to make 
the Hitlerian dream come true? 

It’s rumored that a_ well-guarded 
concrete garage in Wolfsburg already 
holds the Volkswagen of tomorrow 
But Nordhoff is impatiently blunt 
about the future. He says: ‘“‘When 
the time comes for a new model we'll 


have one.”’ * 





Flirtatious Phantom 
of Montreal 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23 





“A girl ran in front of me.” 

“‘Where’s she gone, then? ‘There’s 
no girl. You want your head read, 
you’re seeing things.” 

At that moment, looking back to- 
ward the intersection, Noel himself 
saw a figure speeding across the street, 
a slight figure in the palest grey or 
white. It was not a distinct person 
but rather an impression, very graceful 
and feminine. He ran to the corner 
but he could see nobody. 

He had halted at the edge of an 
excavation. Now, glancing round it, 
he became aware of movement in a far 
corner. He jumped down and began 
to cross the muddy floor. He could 
not feel the wind down here but it was 
far more chilling than the street had 
been. Above him rose the brick side 
of an untouched house but the excava- 
tion itself was marked out with rough 
field stone, evidently the walls of a 
long-demolished building. He walked 
toward the corner with rising hesi 
tation. The movement had frozen into 
what seemed a dense patch of mist, 


but when he was a dozen or so paces off 


it twisted back into a slender, feminine 
form and glided away, apparently into 
the wall. Noel understood that he had 
to do with a ghost. 


E WENT straight home to the 
Hmiy flat overlooking Pare La 
fontaine. He found great comfort in 
the push of his fellow streetcar and bus 
travelers, their noise and _ liveliness. 
**Mon pauvre enfant,”’ his mother said as 
he entered. ‘““You look frozen through. 
I'll heat you some coffee Or would 
you prefer a plate of soup?” 

“Coffee will be fine, maman.”’ 

‘“‘Whatever have you been doing to 
get into a state like this?”’ 

Mother and son were very close to 
each other. “‘I’ve been chasing a ghost.”’ 

““Noe}!”’ For him to come home 
pale and soaked through, and then talk 
like that, it frightened her. He was 
not too strong, he could have a fever 





He smiled to reassure her. ‘“‘For my 
editor.’ 

“Oh, a newspaper stunt. Were you 
successful?”’ 

**T think so.”’ 

“*Une belle jeune fille, your ghost of 
course?”’ 


“‘How did you guess, maman?”’ 

“‘No newspaper would be interested 
in any other kind, would it?” 

Noel was an imaginative young man; 
he read a lot and wrote verses, and he 
often wondered whether he were really 
suited to the brawling life of a daily 
paper. But he hoped one day to take 
over the page of art and literature. 


Possessing a keen sense of history, he 
saw nothing unusual in a Montreal 
ghost Indeed, in the shelter of his 


own home, he came to find quite a 
fascination in it—-or rather in her. He 
recalled the enchanting way ‘she had 
glided across the street. She must find 
the Bleury-Dorchester intersection a 
depressing neighborhood to haunt 

Reporting on her, though, would be 
a problem Georges Santerre was a 
down-to-earth man, devoted to facts 
who had a strong taste for political in 
sinuation but no patience with fantasy 

Yet he was sufficiently intrigued with 
the ghost, himself, to wish to know 
more about her. Who was she? What 
was the place she haunted? 


He asked among his colleagues where 


he could find an expert on the old 
buildings of the city. ‘“Try the Institut 
Généalogique de Montréal,”’ an edi 
torial writer said. “It’s run by a wild 
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Irishman called O’Donovan, a Cana 
dien by conversion.”’ 

The Institut was located in the dark 
grey part of the city near the docks, 
at the foot of a courtyard of wholesale 


furriers. Noel climbed a couple of 


flights of uncertain stairs and banged 

on what seemed the most likely door. 

“‘Come in,” came a roar from inside, 
and he walked into an office so lined 
with bookshelves that there was room 
as well for just one wide desk, two 
chairs and the floor space to take’ off 
one’s coat. Behind the desk sat a vast 
grey-bearded man wearing a suit of 
glowing purple tweed. His nose was 
large and red, his eyes bright blue 

“‘And what can I do for you, sir?” 
The voice had a strong rhythm. 

Noel had intended to say he was 
preparing a piece for the Saturday 
supplement on old demolished Dor- 
chester Street but the room and the 
man persuaded him to tell the truth. 
O’ Donovan listened in silence. 

“It’s years I’ve been waiting for 
Montreal to turn up a decent ghost,” 
he said when Noel had finished. He 
took a map out of an ancient cabinet 
and spread it over the littered desk. 

‘The intersection of Bleury and Dor- 
chester, you say?” Together they 
traced the course of St. Peter Street, 
where it is now Bleury, out beyond 
the city walls into the meadows, copses 
and streams of the eighteenth century. 
“But, of course, the St. Eusébe farm 
house Torn down about 1870 if I 
remember right A fine family once, 
the St. Eusébe, but there’s not one left 
alive today And their women were 
noted for their beauty.”’ He paused 
‘“‘As residuary guardian of the family 
tree I feel a certain responsibility 
toward your phantom Might we go 
ind pay her a call?” 

The rain had cleared. It was one 
of those rumor-of-spring days when the 
still unbudded trees are a golden glow, 
and warmth creeps back into the city 
walls. Steam was rising from the 
excavation as Noel and O’Donovan 
jumped in to examine it more closely 

They went to the corner where Noel 
had seen the figure disappear. ‘Very 
respectable folk they were, the St 
Eusebe,’”’ O’Donovan remarked. ‘“‘Not 
the kind you’d expect to give rise to 
ghosts. Not like some families I could 
tell you of ” he broke off suddenly 
“Look,” he said. ““This corner is right 
out of line. There’s a sort of projec- 
tion in the wall. Standing out a foot 
or more.”’ 

“It might be an old chimney. The 
fireplace or stove could have been about 
here.”’ 

“Possibly. But the stone doesn’t 
seem as heavy as the rest of the wall 

“It’s hollow though. You can see 
that where it’s been chipped away at 
the top ‘ 

They stood back, studying the stone- 
work 

“I’d give a lot,’’ O’Donovan said, 
“to tear some more down. We could 
do it easily with a pickaxe.’”’ They 
looked at each other. *“There’s a 
hardware down the street.” 

They returned with a pickaxe and 
set to work. Luckily there had been 
so much demolition in the neighbor 
hood that even the small boys were 
no longer interested In a quarter of 
an hour O’Donovan, a powerful axe 
wielder, broke through the wall Noel 
lit a match and peered inside. 

He jerked his head back into the 
open suddenly. ‘“‘I—I think there are 
some bones in there.”’ 

O’Donovan followed him and thrust 
his hand down, to lift out a skull, small, 
brown and round “A woman, cer- 
tainly a woman,””’ he murmured, shak- 
ing his great head in sympathy. “A 
fine story for your paper,’ he added 

A body, however old, was a fact and 
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Rexall Bisma-Rex. A Rexall Puretest Mineral Oil—Heavy Ameri- 
pleasant-tasting antacid pow- can. Colourless, odourless, tasteless, not digested 
der that gives quick and pro- or absorbed. 16 oz. B5¢ 
longed relief from acid indi- 

gestion and upset stomach. Rexall Lin-A-Septic Liniment. Healing and 
Keep it handy on your medi- soothing for athlete’s foot, bruises and sprains. 


Rexall Klenzo Liquid Rexall Quik Swabs. 200 cotton tipped ap ali 
Antiseptic. Mouth wash cators log 
astringent—breath deodo- Rexall Rexadent Mouth Wash. Antiseptic 
rant—gargle. Pleasantly fla~ mouth wash and gargle. Protects against mouth 
voured and effective, itleaves odours due to eating, drinking, smoking. Mild 
mouth clean and refreshed. foam floats away food particles. Refreshing 
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Rexall A-Sa-Rex Tablets. Rexall Milk of Magnesia. Pure, mild, creamy- 







Rexall Mi-31 Solution. 





Rexall Isopropy! Alcohol Rubbing Com- ‘ si e 
pound. Excellent rubdown. A sick-room aid for They dissolve swiftly to bring smooth. Less unpleasant “earthy” taste Plain or Pleasant-tasting amber- Rexa 
preventing bedsores. 16 oz 95¢ quick effective relief from mint. 20 oz 65¢ coloured mouth wash, gargle, Roxb 
headaches and discomforts Rexall Milk of Magnesia Tablets. Mint- breath deodorant and multi- Good 
Puretest Camphorated Oil. For sprains, caused by colds. 24 S-grain flavoured, neutralize excess stomach acidity, purpose antiseptic. Leaves ' RRexa 
bruises, rheumatic pains or chest colds tablets 25¢ provide gentle effective laxative action. your mouth refreshed. First 
100 5-grain tablets 65¢ Bs tablets , ; 49¢ 16 oz. 98¢ home 
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GROOMING AIDS 


Bachelor Cream Shampoo. Lathers freely in 
hard or soft water, handy to carry. Tube. ..75¢ 


Bachelor Spray Deodorant and Anti-Per- 
spirant. Gives effective protection from under- 
arm odour, checks perspiration. Plastic squeeze 


COLD WEATHER SKIN and BEAUTY AIDS 













Tiffany Beauty Buys 


Tiffany Set. A Pair worth having. Crystal 
Cologne Stick and Cake of Toilet Soay 


Both for 


Tiffany Cream Shampoo. Gives heaps of 
lather in hard and soft water, rinses easily, 
leaves hair shiningly clean. Tube 75¢ Reg. $1.75 


$1.59 


Tiffany Hand Cream. Tiffany Cologne Creation. A delightful fra 
A soothing and protective grance, attractively packaged $1.50 
cream, Aids in healing a ‘ ' 

chapped and broken skin, Tiffany Lipsticks. For 


soft, smooth 
Creamy and long-lasting 


restoring its natural softness attractive lips 


Non-greasy, it is absorbed 





Bachelor Shaving 
Cream. Has a rich 
foamy lather that 
makes shaving a plea- 
sure. Tube 55¢ 


plastic squeeze bottle 





Rexall Shaving Cream. Gives slick, speedy 
shaves at a bargain price 


bottle $1.00 

Stag Brushless Shaving Cream. Large tube 9 Adrienne Hand 

gives plenty of fast, smooth, easy shaves.. 55¢ @ Lotion. Used regu- 

Stag Shaving Lotion. In a non-breakable larly it helps keep 
hands soft and 


$1.00 smooth. Not sticky or 


greasy. 8 oz 
43¢ H Reg. $1.25 98¢ 





$1.25 
Tiffany Cream Deodorant. Efficient anti 
perspirant and deodorant. Will not harm delicate 
fabrics. 3 oz $1.50 


into the skin, 3 oz 





Easily applied in SIX of the 
newest shades, including the 
beautiful ROYAL ROSE, to 
match your wardrobe, suit 
your personality, Ea..81.50 








COUGH and COLD REMEDIES 


Rexall Cherrosote Cough 
Syrup. Quickly and effec- 
tively eases coughs due to 
colds, soothes irritated throat 
membranes, relieves conges- 
tion. 402 60¢ 
$1.00 





8 oz. 


Throat and Nasal Atomizer. For use where 
a prescription calls for one-half ounce solution 


99¢ 


with atomizer. Reg. $1.25. Special price 


Rexall Liquid Chest Rub. 
Deep-penetrating 
liquid quickly relieves sur- 


creamy 


face congestion and minor 
soreness associated with 
Won't stain clothing 


2 oz. 79¢ 


colds 
or sheets. 





Rexall Rexillana Cough 
Syrup. For children and 
adults. Soothes dryness and 


tickling from coughs due to 





colds Relieves congestion, 
eases raw, inflamed tissues 
4 oz. 65¢ 


Rexall Hista-Rex Capsules. For quick, effec- 
tive relief from the symptoms and discomforts of 
common colds. 12 capsules 60¢ 


Rexall Multi-Vitamin Formula V-10 Tonic 
(Liquid). An easy-to-take dietary supplement 
containing Iron and Vitamins A, D, Bi. Bi2, 
Riboflavin and Liver Extract. 16 oz $2.95 
Rexall Nose and Throat Relief with Ephe- 
drine (Aqueous). Mild astringent antiseptic. 
Relieves congestion of the mucous membranes of 
nose and throat. | oz. 60¢ 





ROUND-THE-STORE SUNDRIES 


Plastic Billfolds. A wide 
range of the newest styles 
and shapes for Teenagers, 
Ladies and Men—in a variety 
of colours to please every- 
one. So useful and easy to 


98¢ 


Rex-Ray Infra Red Heat Lamp. Built in 
reflector concentrates heat. Complete with 
stand $5.50 


Rex-Ray Infra Red Heat Lamp Bulb. Glass 
filters 92% of glare for more eve comfort. $2.35 





carry. 


Rex-Ray Heating Pad. 3-speed control, re- 
$5.49 


movable cover with dome fastener 


Roxbury Rubber Gloves. 
Protect your hands on every 
type of household job. Strong 
Made of non- 
slip, light weight red rubber, 


and durable 


available in assorted sizes. 
Pair 69¢ 





Roxbury Bath and Shampoo Spray. Anti- 
splash, aluminum spray head, anti-kink coil 
springs, fits all faucets 89¢ 


Plastic Sponge. Handy size, durable and long 
lasting 39¢ 





Frank Medico Filter- 
Cooled Pipe. Regular style. 
The practical pipe for every 
man—young or old. Filter 
traps nicotine and flakes of 
tobacco—insures a cool, 


$1.50 





sweet smoke 


Moth Fume Crystals. Keeps garments free 
from moths. So handy for your clothes closets, 
linen cupboards. 16 oz 63¢ 


Aerosol Air Refresher. Sweetens air in any 
room. Quickly eliminates tobacco odours No 
fuss, no bother. 5 oz 98¢ 


Social Notes. 12 sheets of 
coloured paper, deckle edge, 
and 12 matching envelopes. 
Always handy to have on 


hand. New and attractive, 





cellophane wrapped 25¢ 


Handy 
Cello pack of 10 notes and 10 envelopes with 
dainty “Kittens”, “Puppies” or “Floral” 
design 25¢ 


Secial Notes. Decorated Stationery. 


Ladies Hair Brush. Professional style, 5 rows 
of Perlon bristles, lucite back, assorted 
colours 


98¢ 


FIRST AID VALUES 


Rexall Plastic Quik 
Bands. Flexible, adhesive 
bandages that cling even in 
water. Sterile, flesh colour. 
Handy, easy to apply. Plain 
or mercurochrome. 47 in 


package— Reg. 75¢ 69¢ 


Rexall Plain Quik Bands. 9 bands 15¢ 


Roxbury Absorbent Cotton. 16 oz. roll. 
Good quality, Made in England 98¢ 


Rexall First Aid Kit. Complete with basic aids. 
First Aid Manual. Large metal kit, for car or 


home 3.00 
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Rexall Firstaid Cotton. 2 oz. Ready for 


nursery or cosmetic use 40¢ 
Monogram Gauze. For first aid in the home. 
5 yds. 95¢ 
Rexall Puretest Tincture Iodine. 24% 
1 oz. 25¢ 


Rexall Pro-Cap Adhesive Plaster. Sticks 
better—non-irritating— waterproof. 


4"x 10 yds. 19¢ 
Rexall Back and Loin Plaster. Relieves 
aches and pains 50¢ 


Aerosol Rex-Salvine. Gentle spray quickly 





soothes minor burns, scalds. Inhibits germ 
growth. 5 oz. $1.39 
FEBRUARY 1, 1955 





REXALL BABY BONUSES 


Rexall Puretest Polymul- 


sion. Pleasant orange-fla 
voured multi-vitamin prepa 
ration for children fixes 
easily with formula. Don't 


miss this Special Free Offer 
For a limited time only, get 
the $1.95 SIZE FREE with 


purchase of $2.95 size! Both for $2.95 


Rexall Tiny Tot A-Sa-Rex Tablets. Help 
relieve headache, minor muscular aches and pains 
Raspberry flavoured. 50 1-grain tablets 50¢ 





Rexall Tiny Tot Cough Syrup. A harmless, 
gentle and effective soothing syrup for babies 
and young children. 3 oz 50¢ 


Rexall Tiny Tot Gripe Water. A quick 
relief for such minor ailments as gas on the 
stomach, colic, cramps and sour stomach 

3 oz 50¢ 


Rexall Stork Baby Powder. Soft, fragrant, 
absorbent talc 


suits baby’s skin 33¢ 


Rexall Tiny Tot Laxative. A gentle and 
effective regulator for babies and young children 
4 oz 50¢ 
Rexall Tiny Tot Nose Drops. Safe, effective 
relief from stuffy, blocked or running noses due 
to colds. 4 oz 15¢ 


Rexall Tiny Tot Teething Aid. Gives quick 
relief when applied freely to baby's gums. Can be 
given in milk or water. 2 oz 50¢ 
Rexall Tiny Tot Glycerin 
For relieving 


children 


Suppositorics. 
constipation in infants and youn 


12 suppositories 50 


Rexall Stork Baby Oil. Prevents chafing and 
diaper rash. 6 oz 75é 


Rexall Stork Nurser. Complete baby-feeding 
unit. Prepare day's feedings in advance, store in 


SAVINGS in FAMILY NEEDS 


Nylon Pocket Comb, 
Black, 5 inch. A handy and 
convenient size for everyone 
who cares about good groom- 
ing. Reg. 25¢ 19¢ 


Nylon Dressing Comb. 
Black, 8inch. Reg. 50¢.39¢ 


Defender Latex Folding Fountain Syringe. 
2 quart capacity, natural rubber latex, water 


proof carrying case $3.00 





> 


Roxbury Fountain Syringe. Red rubber, 2 
quart size with 2 slip pipes. Special $2.25 


Defender Ladies Syringe. 
Highest quality, long lasting 
rubber. Designed to promote 
personal cleanliness and hy- 


giene. Available now at a 


~~, 


. 2 


very worthwhile saving 


Reg. $1.75 £1.59 


Rexall Sweet’n-ets. (Effervescent Saccharin 
Tablets). Non-fattening sweetener replaces sugar 
when calories are restricted. 100 -grain tablets 


35¢; 500 \-grain tablets $1.10; 100 ‘¢-grain 
tablets 40¢; 500 \4-grain tablets $1.25 
Wash Cloth. 10%" x 10% Good quality, 
assorted colours 2 for 29¢ 
Rexall ‘‘Rexokets’’ Throat Troches. 


Pleasant tasting, contain pain relieving ingredi 


ents and Tyrothricin to inhibit many bacteria 








refrigerator until ready to heat and use. 8 ounce 
bottle. Simple to use—remove the cap—feed the 
baby. Each 39¢ 

Victoria Hot Water 


Bottle. Smooth finish, high 
Moulded in 


quality rubber 


one piece. 2 quart size. Every 
family should have at least 
one. Regular $2.75. Special 
price $2.25 


Kantleek Hot Water Bottle 
Red rubber 


Fully guaran- 
teed for 5 years 


Holds 2 quarts 


$3.00 


Rexall Deluxe Tooth 
Brushes. Long-lasting 
Nylon bristles in six styles 


or natural bristles in two 
styles. Soft, medium or hard 
Each toothbrush is 
packed in a transparent, sani 
tary container. Each 59¢ 


textures 





Mi-31 Tooth Powder with Sodium Perbor.- 


ate. Quickly cleans and polishes works won- 
ders on smoke-stained teeth 55¢ 
Rexall Rexadent Tooth 
Paste. Fluorinated, contains 
chlorophyll, helps keep teeth 
clean and sparkling Leaves 


your mouth refreshed, your 


breath sweet 65¢ 
Lorie Bath Bulbs. Pine fragrance to soften 
and perfume your bath. Non-oily 





15 Troches 75¢ Box of 12 $1.10 
™" T .) "s % " *R U ry " 
SANI-PED FOOT PRODUCTS 
They give your feet the cherishing care they deserve. 
Sani-Ped Corn Solvent. Removes corns and Sani-Ped Foot Powder. Allays burning and 
calluses. 4 fi. oz 40¢ smarting. Absorbs perspiration to give u greater 
Sani-Ped Foot Balm. Soothes and cools ‘ot comfort. 4 oz 60¢ 
tender toes and feet. 4 fi. oz 75¢ 


Sani-Ped Foot Cream. Just right for 


tired 
sore feet. 1% fl. oz 7 


75¢ 
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FIREFLITE V-8 


the New Horizon 


sibility at eye leve 


See the fabulous new 


2e Soto 


Jor 1955 





Flite Control lever is 
now conveniently 
located on the instru- 
ment panel for simple 
finger-tip operation. 


FIREDOME V-8 


De Soto has MOTION-DESIGN for The Forward Look 


De Soto for 1955 has introduced an exciting 

new look to motoring style! It’s the new 
motion-design for The Forward Look. This 
daring styling concept combines long, sweeping 
lines and low, curved contours to give a feeling of 
eager forward movement, even when the 

car is parked. 


You'll discover so much that’s new when you 

see the 1955 DeSoto! New decorator fabrics, 

as fashionable as a Paris gown, in modern 
textures; patterns and rich hues that harmonize 
with the exterior body colours. Dramatic new 
instrument panel with two wing-shaped sections 
set deep in a gleaming chrome frame. 

Door handles that lie flat against the body and 
snap out when your press them. 


You'll find thrilling power, too, for DeSoto 
cars are all V-8’s this year powered by the 
great Firedome or Fireflite V-8 engines, 
with up to 200 h.p. 


Come to see it... come and drive it .. . come to 
your Dodge-De Soto dealer’s soon! 
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Manufactured 
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therefore a story. But Noel thought 
of the crude way Georges Santerre 
would want it handled, and his sen- 
sitivity warred with his sense of career. 

O’ Donovan was watching him closely. 
“You don’t want to abandon her to 
the public, do you?’’ he said. ‘“‘You 
feel for the creature and her troubles?” 

“I suppose that’s it.” 

“I can feel for her myself. The poor 
thing is in a pretty predicament, we 
should throw her to the dogs of 
the press. Oh, my apologies for that 


not 


expression.”’ 
“But we must do something. 
are accidents all the time.” 


There 


O’Donovan pondered the problem. 
“If these bones were taken away and 


given proper burial,’’ he said at last, 
“it’s likely all would be well. You 


agree?”’ 

“That is the tradition.” 

“Then with your permission I shall 
arrange for that.” 

Noel nodded, adding after a minute, 
“‘But I would like to know who she is.”’ 

“T should myself,” O’Donovan 
agreed. ‘‘My records ought to tell us.” 

They returned to the Institut Gé- 
néalogique. O’Donovan collected a 
dozen volumes from the shelves, some 
in manuscript “Pick yourself some- 





thing to read while you’re waiting. 
I’ve reminiscences to suit every pal- 
ate.”’ About an hour later he ex- 
claimed, ‘““That surely is the girl. Poor 


soul, poor soul.”’ 

“‘Who is she?’’ Noel asked abruptly 
He felt deeply, personally concerned 

“Her name Marie-Claire St. 
Eusébe, the daughter of a certain Réal 
St. Eusébe. Listen.” O’ Donovan 
pushed his chair back from the desk 
and the dust flew “In 1775 our 
independence-minded friends to the 
south thought they would like to free 
Canada too, and General Montgomery, 
you will recall, marched into Montreal. 
You'll likely be aware too that our good 
forefathers had mixed feelings about 
this event. Some welcomed the Ameri- 
cans as liberators but the majority 
preserved other views. It was just like 
any invasion, there were collaborators 


was 


and a resistance. Réal St. Eusébe 
remained loyal. We know that from 
the records. But one of his seven 


daughters, a diary of the time reports, 
was a collaborator. In fact Marie- 
Claire St. Eusébe fell head over heels 
in love with a gallant Yankee captain.” 

“That thing happens in 
wartime.”’ 

“I’m told that in Europe they shaved 
the girls’ heads. My diary says that 
when the Americans withdrew in the 
spring of ’76 Marie-Claire left with her 
lover and was never heard from again. 
But now it seems She didn’t leave.’ 

Noel eyed the skull on the ground 
beside him. 

“Enclosing in a 
said slowly, “‘was not 
Middle Ages. They 
who had been unchaste 
where Réal, who was a stern man, got 


sort of 


wall,”’ O’ Donovan 
unknown in the 
used it on nuns 
You can see 


his inspiration.” 

“TI imagine,’ Noel “that the 
demolition broke open the chamber and 
let her—Marie-Claire—out.”’ Now that 
he could put a name to her he could 
almost distinguish her features. “She 
must be terrified by our hideous mod- 
the street 
She runs from place 


said, 


ern world noises, the tear- 
ing automobiles. 
to place seeking refuge, yet never dar- 
ing to go far from her family home.”’ 

“I’ve seen an old print,’’ O’ Donovan 
said. “It was a lovely place with fruit 
trees and a stream alongside.”’ 

Noel returned to the excavation that 
night In a few minutes Marie-Claire 
glided across the street to keep him 
company. She stayed by the wall, not 
too far from him; her presence drove 
from his mind many of the things he 
had meant to say to her. But he did 
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manage to assure her she would soon 
be granted the peace she sought, 
though he delicately refrained from 
explaining how. Meanwhile she should 
be more careful of the traffic. Then 
the one-sided conversation lapsed into 
an awkward but tender silence, and 
after a while he raised his hat and said 
he must be going home. When he was 
out on Bleury he looked back. Marie- 
Claire had moved to the spot against 
the stone where he had been standing. 

The next day he spoke to his editor. 
find 


“I can no single cause for the 


accidents,” he _ said. “Perhaps the 
traffic lights require adjustment. The 
City is looking into it. But mostly 


they seem to have been due to imagina 
tion and the way the moon 
through the half-demolished buildings 
Anyway it’s my impression the trouble 
is over.” 


shines 


Georges Santerre, who was concerned 
with a ministerial speech about double 
taxation, merely said, ““That’s a pity, 


Noel.”’ 


Bei WITHIN hours of O’ Donovan 
calling to say that Marie-Claire St. 
had finally laid to rest 
Noel was told abruptly to get back on 
the job. A young man in a sports car 
had run into an oil tanker right at the 
intersection, breaking his arm and suf 
fering concussion. 

O’Donovan understood immediately 
why their plan had failed “It was 
a natural mistake,” he “We 
believed her aim was to draw attention 
to her mortal remains. But the girl 
obviously has other things on her mind 
She was robbed of so much in life.” 

“But terrified, Noel 
argued. doubt of that 
Even if there’s a compelling reason for 
what she’s doing she can’t enjoy it, not 
in the middle of this monstrous city 
We've got to help her.” 

O’Donovan broke the long, thought 
ful silence. ‘‘We know one thing about 
our Marie-Claire. She rather 
susceptible young woman.”’ 


Eusébe been 


said. 


she’s too,” 


““There’s no 


was a 


“It would seem so.” 

“Well then, if the American captain 
could win Noel, why shouldn't 
you?”’ 

**Me!”’ 

“Just 
a pleasanter dangerous place 
You’re bad-looking fellow and 
I’m sure she can sense your feeling for 
her. 

Noel’s desire to help 
was very great. “But what place? 
really needs a big country estate.” 

“‘Where do you live?”’ 

“‘Near Parc Lafontaine, in an apart 
ment with my mother.” 

“You would have room‘ 

“Yes, but 

“Tt’s a quiet neighborhood.”’ 

“We only have an apartment 
two window boxes.”’ 

**My friend, it’s up to you. Certainly 
she would be happier with you and your 
good mother than she is at 
And I’m sure she’s a gentle spirit, quite 
without malice.”’ 

Noel thought of the damp excava 


her, 


to persuade her to move to 
less 


not a 


Marie-Claire 
She 


with 


present 


tion, the bitter unfriendliness of the 
city at night “Very well, I'll invite 
her.”’ 


O’ Donovan advised hiring a carriage 
for the Marie-Claire could 
scarcely be expected to make it on foot 
or by streetcar and she might well be 
frightened to enter a taxi. He had a 
friend who drove tourists round Mount 


journey 


Royal and would be delighted to assist 

The next night was misty 
was barely visible and the 
thick round the farmhouse walls. The 
filled-in lot 


just behind the excavation and, while 


the moon 
shadows lay 


carriage was parked on a 


O’Donovan watched from a distances 
Noel walked up to the edge of the 
stones. The traffic noises came to him 
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muffled, as from a great distance 


‘Marie - Claire, Marie - Claire,” he 
called softly “This is your friend 
Noel.”’ He could discern no movement 


He repeated 
his words, paused, and then just as he 
was about to call a third time the mist 
eddied in a far corner and the young 
and graceful form began to appear 
‘Marie-Claire, things have not 
worked out the way we hoped. So | 
want you to leave here with me. The 


no sign of her presence 


years have passed, your home has gone, 
you have no friends or family here any 


longer You are in the middle of a 
big and ugly city, and it will destroy 
you ut I will take you to my own 


home. It’s not in the country but it’s 
peaceful and there’s a park opposite 
where you can go for walks. You'll be 
much happier there, my dear.” 

The misty form began to move, as 
if with cautious steps, toward him, 
though still clinging to the wall. ‘“The 
carriage is over here,’ he called and 
walked, just as slowly, across the 
vacant lot. At the carriage steps he 
paused and watched her rise above the 
excavation 

He stood, hand outstretched, and she 
glided by to settle into the corner. The 
scent of a rose garden on a summer 
evening swept through the carriage 

During the fifteen minutes of thei 
journey Noel talked gently to Marie 
Claire He was much less shy of her 
now; he assured her that all was well 
and she had nothing to fear, that the 
ipartment was comfortable and _ his 
mother a most kindhearted woman 
Also, she would be free to come and 
go just as she wished 

When the carriage reached his home 
she followed him without hesitation 
His mother called out, “‘You’re home 
early, Noel ag 

‘Yes, maman, it’s a beastly night 

He had decided to say nothing yet 
ibout Marie-Claire; he would let her 
zet used to the girl’s presence first. He 
was delighted next morning when she 
remarked, “‘What a heavenly scent 


there is in the apartment today. It’s 
is if we were living in the heart of a 
rose garden.” 

He was always aware of Marie 


Claire when she was near him even 
though it was difficult to see her in 
the well-lighted apartment At night 
she would come into his room and he 
would chat for hours with her, whisper 
ng intimately, explaining the changes 
that 175 vears had wrought in Mont 
real and the world. Talk about fash 
ion and social life interested her; she 
seemed rather inattentive in the periods 
ol political history She could stay for 
hours listening to chansons and light 
music on the radio 

Since the Bleury-Dorchester acci 
dents had stopped Georges Santerre 
gave up asking for a story on them, 
but one evening two cars smashed right 
opposite the apartment and Noel felt 
Marie-Claire come in a few moments 
later. That night he gave her a serious 
lecture on being a good pedestrian; she 
must always cross on the green light 
And for three weeks everything went 


swimmingly 


THNHEN, as he came home to supper 
Madame Castonguay, the woman 
who lived in the apartment opposite 


remarked from her front door, “‘I saw 
your fiancée again last night, Monsieur 
Desforges. Such a lovely girl.”’ She 
added with clear intention, “She visits 


you very late, doesn’t she?” 


She’s been staying with us for a 
few days,”’ he managed The spying 
interfering witch, he thought, she’s 
bound to talk to mother And the 
following evening Madame Desforges 
isked over the supper table, ‘““What’s 
this about your fiancée, Noel?” 

He had his answer ready. “I’ve been 
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pulling our neighbor’s leg a littl 

“But she told me she’s seen a girl 
enter our apartment several times in 
the past few weeks ‘ 

“She has an imagination.’ 

**Mais c’est dréle tout de méme Also 
the janitor has commented on a girl 
he saw waiting by our door.” Noel 
was silent. ‘‘Mon enfant,’ his mother 
went on, looking at him with practiced 
solicitude t has seemed to me too 
as if a girl were sometimes in the 
I’ve even thought I heard 
you speaking to her. And quite often 
that lovely scent of roses comes to me.”’ 

His conscience had troubled him 
about the secret he continued to keep 
Now he had a good practical reason 
for speaking “Her name is Marie- 
Claire, maman You remember that 
wet night some weeks back when you 
were worried that I had caught a 


apartment 


fever 

After he had finished Madame Des 
forges said slowly, with consideration, 
“Noel, so far as I am concerned your 
spirit is welcome. She behaves ele- 
gantly and seems a sweet-tempered girl 
There’s no doubt young people were 
better brought up in the old days. But 
if we have trouble with the neighbors, 
gossiping and so on, it may become 
difficult.” 

It was the following week that Mon- 
sieur Lecours, the gay middle-aged 
bachelor who lived upstairs, hailed 
Noel at the bus stop and said with 


a magnificent wink, ““That’s some girl, 
Noel, ta petite amie. So graceful, so well 
made. I didn’t believe you had it in 
you.”’ The wink was repeated. ‘But 


I bet you have to keep your eye on 
her.”’ 

And Madame Castonguay was still 
on the watch; the front door so often 
ajar told him that Noel came sadly 
to admit to his mother that she had 
been right: they could not give Marie 
Claire a permanent home 

“But I can’t think of anyone with 
a place in the country who would wel 
come her,”’ he said. “‘Can you imagine 
her being received by our cousins near 
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‘No, they are not the type But 
there must be people, Noel, who would 
be delighted to acquire a family ghost 
People who might perhaps be con 
sidered nouveaux riches but with good 
hearts.”’ 

“And how do I find them 

“Write an article in your paper 

“But . 

“You do not need to give names and 
addresses. Just tell the story and ask 


el 


if someone has a home for | 

He consulted O’ Donovan who agreed 
it was the only solution, and he wrote 
the article. He was apprehensive about 
Georges Santerre’s reaction but the 
editor just remarked, ‘““You must have 
enjoyed yourself, Noel, writing this 
We'll try to find room in the Saturday 
supplement 

He passed a 
awaiting the invitations But there 


nervous week end 


was no message of any kind for him 
at the paper on Monday morning, nor 
was there any letter in the mail refer 
ring to Marie-Claire. Montreal readers 
it seemed, were unable to believe in 
ghosts. Then, just before lunch, he was 
called to the phone 

‘Is that Monsieur Noel Desforges 
the writer of the story about a ghost?” 

“Yes, madame 

“This is the mayor’s secretary. His 
Worship would like you to come round 
to his office.”’ 

“The mayor of Montreal? 

“Yes, monsieur 


rINHE IMPOSING mayor, seated at 


his imposing desk, held out his 
hand. ““Thank you for coming, Mon 
sieur Desforges.”’ His smile was en 


couraging. ““The questions I am going 
to ask you, please be quite candid in 
your answers to them Your Marie 
Claire is real, is she not?” 

“She is real, Monsieur le Maire 

“‘And she is a Montreal gir] 

‘Her name is Marie-Claire St 
Eusébe The house I wrote of is 
at the intersection of Dorchester and 
Bleury 

“Which the City demolished Chat 


would seem to give us a certain 
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And, tell me, what is the 
position taken by her family?” 
“There no St. Eusébe alive 
the province, Monsieur le Maire.” 
“‘Has she been offered a home yet?”’ 
““No, not yet.”’ 
“C"est The mayor, 
ing conducted his essential questioning, 
“‘Let me tell 
you, young man, that I have been most 
I could regret 


responsibility 


are 


n 


tres bien.”’ hav 


allowed himself to relax 


interested by your story 
the paper it appeared in, for your 
editor is not one of my better friends 
But we must not let politics influence 
us where the welfare of our city and 
our people is concerned Must we es 

Noel saw an answer was expected 
‘““No, Monsieur le Maire.”’ 

“Of course you agree. And I’m glad 
to directly the 
rather than your 
superiors.” 


In the following silence Noel asked, 


>>» 


I chose to you, 


go 
go 


author, approach 


‘*How can I be of assistance’ 


The mayor seemed genuinely sur- 
prised. ‘‘Why, surely it is clear to you 
that this young lady you have be 


friended belongs to the City of Mont- 


real?’”” He gauged Noel’s uncertainty 
“‘There’s no doubt about it. And we 
cannot have some outsider take her 
away from us, even another Yankee 
invader. To let that occur would be 
a gross betrayal of my office.” The 


mayor allowed his attitude to sink in 
Then forward in his chair, re- 
suming his more businesslike approach 
‘“‘Monsieur Desforges, I have an offer 
to make to Mademoiselle St. Eusébe 
on behalf of the City of Montreal. | 
should be grateful if you would con 
sider it in her name The City 
prepared to provide her with a perma- 
nent home, furnished and maintained 
by the Public Works Department.” 

“Where would it be, Monsieur le 
Maire?”’ 

““A stone cottage on top of Mount 
Royal. A charming The old 
keeper and his wife who live there have 
assured me they have no objection to 
receiving an additional member of the 
household. Provided she does not upset 
the horses of the Sunday riders I’m 
sure it will prove most suitable.”’ 

“You are most generous, Monsieur 
le Maire,”’ Noel’s conscience made him 
continue. “‘But there js one problem 
The City of Montreal, I imagine, would 
like it to be known publicly that a 
municipal ghost has been acquired. 
Marie-Claire is a gentle sensitive girl 
I have done my best to shield her from 


he sat 


18 


spot. 


publicity.” 


The mayor chortled with hearty 
reassurance. ‘‘You need have no fear, 
mon ami. We will not even hold a 


formal ceremony of welcome. I shall 
go myself to greet the young lady; | 
consider it my duty. But there will 
be no councilors, no speeches, no state- 
ments to the press.” 

“Well, in that case h 

“But I will make one reservation 
Once Mademoiselle St. Eusébe feels at 
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home, I should like to have the right 
to bring an occasional visitor, only 
someone of the highest importance, you 


understand. There are cabinet minis- 


ters from overseas, or members of 


royalty, for whom it is sometimes hard 
to arrange an attractive program.” 

It seemed to Noel a_ reasonable 
enough request **Monsieur le Maire, 
I am sure that I can accept your 
offer with gratitude on Marie-Claire’s 
behalf.”’ 


E ARRANGED for O’Donovan’s 
Se to drive them. As the 
carriage clip-clopped west along Sher- 
brooke Street he told Marie-Claire that 
he was bringing her to a delightful new 
home on top of Mount Royal where 
a kindly hospitable old couple would 
look after her. “I hate to have you 
leave us,”’ he said, “‘but there are too 
many complications. And you will find 
this much more peaceful.’’” He could 
sense the sadness his words aroused in 
her. “I'll come and see you often,” 
he assured her. Still there was no 
lightening of her mood. ‘Ma chérie,”’ 
he said finally, “if you don’t like it 
[—-I’ll take you back home. I promise.’ 
He was aware then of movement on 
the seat beside him, the lifting of her 
bowed head. 

It was a_ beautiful stone-fronted 
cottage. The crocuses were banked 
on each side of the door. ‘‘You’ll be 
happy here, Marie-Claire,”’ he said. “I 
know you will be.”’ 

A tall white-haired man answered 
his ring. 

“I’ve brought the young lady,” Noel 
said. 

“Monsieur le Maire is waiting for 
her inside.”’ 

Noel gestured to Marie-Claire but 
she did not move. *“‘T—she is not 
certain she wishes to stay.” 

“IT will speak to the mayor. I’m sure 
he ean convince her.”’ 

The keeper went indoors and re- 
turned with the mayor, who stood on 
the porch and called out in his fine 
full voice, ‘‘Welcome, mademoiselle, 
on behalf of the City of Montreal. You 
will do us a great honor if you accept 
our hospitality.” 

There was no movement from the 
carriage 

“I think she is afraid of being lonely,” 
Noel murmured. 

“She shouldn’t be,’ the keeper said. 
‘“‘There’s my wife and myself—and 
Jean-Louis.”’ 

“‘Who is Jean-Louis?” 

““My son. A sergeant in the Fusiliers, 
just back from Korea.”’ 

“Is he home now?” 

“Oh ves. He is watching the hockey 
on television.” 

“A good fast game,’ the mayor 
commented. ‘Our Rocket has scored 
twice.”’ 

Noel found his next few words very 
painful. ‘‘Would you ask your son to 
come to the door.”’ 

Jean-Louis was as tall as his father, 
with black hair, a curling moustache 
and military features. Noel called out, 
“Please, Marie-Claire, won’t you just 
come and look at the house.”’ 

The slight girlish form slipped down 
from the carriage and glided toward 
them, through the open door Noel 
alone remained outside. After a while 
the mayor came out onto the porch. 
“Thank you, Monsieur Desforges,’’ he 
said. ‘“The City of Montreal is pro- 
foundly grateful.” 

“‘She is staying?” 

“She is watching television with that 
fine-looking sergeant.” 

The scent of roses drifted faintly 
through the open door. “I'll be going 
then,’’ Noel said, holding tight the 
jealousy that was rising within him 
For her sake he must be happy it had 
all turned out so well. * 
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as was said above, some of the assump- 
tions habitually made by military men, 
but I do not think it can be taken by 
any means as certain that these as- 
sumptions will be borne out by the 
event. Ifa war begins, as it well may, 
by the destruction of great cities, the 
total disruption of communications and 
the setting ablaze of oil fields, it may 
lead to large armies being left without 
food, and therefore driven to pillage. 
And this process might easily end in 
complete anarchy. 

In regions and countries that had 
lived on imported food, a large pro- 
portion of the population would die of 
starvation, while food-producing re- 
gions would have to share their crops 
with marauding soldiery. This would 
produce a situation like that when the 
Roman Empire broke up. Great states 
would melt away, and little local units 
would take their place. The leaders of 


Down Under 


The snowplows cleared our street 
today. 

Efficiently they pushed away 

The snow and piled it by the curb 

With speed that no one dared disturb. 

Their path is very plainly marked 

By where our buried car is parked. 
BETTY ISLER 


robber bands would establish them- 
selves as local despots and supply their 
bodyguards with adequate food in 
return for protection against popular 
fury. 

Such fighting as would continue 
would no longer be the grand organized 
warfare depending upon atom bombs, 
airplanes and oil, but a much more old- 
fashioned and primitive kind, such as 
could survive the destruction of all 
centres of industry. Out of such 
universal anarchy, mankind would 
probably climb in the course of a thou- 
sand years to a renewal of what is 
called ‘“‘civilization,’”” which would 
enable them, if they had learnt nothing 
meanwhile, to repeat the whole useless 
process once more 

This forecast, however, like our 
earlier ones, perhaps errs on the side of 
optimism We must not forget the 
possibility that scientific warfare, before 
it brings itself to an end, may extermi- 
nate the human race. With every year 
that the third world war is postponed, 
this consummation becomes more prob- 
able. Shall we, on this ground, hope to 
see the third world war break out as 
soon as possible? Such a hope would be 
rational if we felt obliged to despair of 
the possibility of a modicum of self- 
preservative wisdom in the politicians 
who direct our destinies and the fanat- 
ical public that supports them 

I, for my part, have not yet reached 
this depth of despair. I still think that, 
if war can be averted long enough to 
give time for the dangers to be widely 
apprehended, constructive statesman- 
ship may lead the way to the total 
prevention of large-scale wars. The 
measures required will be drastic, and 
will run counter to powerful prejudices, 
but perhaps the danger will neverthe- 
less force their adoption. 

Those who place the future of man- 
kind above the game of momentary 
power politics must hope that, before 
an explosion occurs, both sides in the 
present conflict of East and West will 
realize its futility and will become 
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willing to give and accept convincing 
assurances of their mutual determina- 
tion to preserve peace. 

What could be the first steps in such 
a process? East and West alike are 
governed at the moment by fanatics 
so obsessed by one another’s wicked 
ness as to imagine that each other’s 
destruction would bring the millen- 
nium. The Seviet government accepts 
an ideology ac ~rding to which hate 
has always been and still is the moving 
force in human affairs. It believes with 
the superstitious fervency of un 
questioned dogma that an internecine 
struggle between capitalism and com- 
munism has been decreed by the 
blind forces of economic determinism 
and that this struggle, when it comes, 
must end, as the Marxist scriptures 
foretell, in the world-wide victory of 
communism. All this of course is a 
myth which cannot be accepted by any 
one capable of rational thought. 

But how is this fanaticism to be 
prevented from doing its evil work? 
There is a view, which appears at the 
moment to be getting an increasing 
hold upon public opinion in the United 
States, that fanaticism can be com 
bated only by fanaticism, that the way 
to combat communism is to proclaim 
the wickedness of Communists, to 
spread terror of their machinations 
and to do everything possible to pre 
vent knowledge and understanding of 
their outlook. 

This is not what statesmanship de 
mands. If, as we have been arguing, the 
solution of the world’s troubles is not to 
be found in war, it must be found in 
conciliation and in a gradual diminu- 
tion of mutual hate and fear. The 
difficulty of inaugurating a conciliatory 
policy arises through the belief on both 
sides that safety is only to be found in 
armaments 

The population of Russia has to be 
content with poor food and clothing, 
inadequate housing and general hard- 
ship, while energy and skill are lavished 
upon preparations for war. In the 
United States, Congress has to be per- 
suaded that this is not the moment for 
lowering the income tax, and it can be 
persuaded of this only by a vast cam- 
paign painting the Soviet menace in 
the blackest possible colors 

One of the things that make this 
situation so apparently hopeless is that 
it has on both sides a certain low-level 
rationality. Each side believes that 
the other will attack if it has a good 
hope of victory. Each side is therefore 
persuaded that its armaments must be 
strong enough to deter the other side 
from attack When either side in 
creases its armaments, the other side’s 





fears are increased, and therefore the 
other side’s armaments are still further 
increased. 

Neither side dares to start the con- 
ciliatory movement or to emphasize the 
evils to all mankind that would result 
from war, for, if it does so, the other 
side, it is thought, will take such action 
as a proof of fear and will therefore be 
encouraged in bellicosity. The situation 
is exactly like that which used to arise 
in the days of dueling, when two men, 
neither of whom wished to kill or be 
killed, were driven on by the fear of 
being thought cowardly Private 
dueling has died out, but the inter 
national duel remains, with exactly 
the same absurd psychology 

What can be done to lessen mutual 
suspicion? For the reasons we have just 
been considering, it is difficult for 
either the Communist or the anti 
Communist bloc to take the first step 
The first step must, I think, be taken 
by neutral powers They have two 
advantages: one of these is that they 
cannot be accused of cowardice; the 
other, which is even more important, 
is that they can speak to governments 
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In writing of these things, the authors 
of the Old Testament were divinely pro- 
tected against error. God did not, how- 


ever, stand over them and dictate what 


they wrote. Their writings, therefore, 


while recording basic truths, are clothed 





in language forms Common to their pri- 
mitive time, and are influenced by 

iltural and scientific concepts far less 
enlightened than our own 


A correct appraisal of the Book of 
Genesis, and the history of Creation, re- 
ires an understanding of the meanings 
which the Old Testament authors in- 


tended 


to convey, and an appreciation 
of the language forms, philosophy and 
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without being suspected of hostility. 
In Western countries, public opinion is 
still a force. But to have any influence 
upon Russia, it is necessary to be able 
to persuade the Russian government 
and only governments can hope to do 
this with any effect 

I should like to see the government of 
India appoint a commission, consisting 
solely of Indians, who should _ be 
eminent politicians, 


tists or military men, the purpose of the 


economists, scien- 


commission being to investigate in a 
neutral the 
expected if the cold war 
evils not by any means confined to the 


wholly spirit evils to be 


became hot, 


belligerents but afflicting neutrals also, 
though probably to a lesser degree. I 

the government of India 
this the govern- 


should wish 
to present 


ments of all the great powers, and to 


report to 


invite them to express either agreement 
or disagreement with its forecasts 

I think that, if the work of the com 
were performed, 
disagreement difficult 
It might in this way become possible to 
both 


adequately 
would be very 


mission 


persuade governments on sides 


that neither side could hope to gain 
by aggression. The arguments of self- 
interest are so obvious, so conclusive 
12 | so overwhelming that, if they 
were forcibly presented by a power 


standing outside the conflict, «they 
ought after a period of consideration to 
produce their effect both in the East 


and in the West 
Remove Causes of Tension 


If once it agreed and acknowl- 
edged on both sides that war is not the 
solution, negotiations would soon be- 
come possible and the tension would 
rapidly grow less. The first step would 


were 


be to diminish the asperities of official 
traditional 
intercourse 


and_ restore 
courtesies in diplomatic 


The next step would be a congress to 


propaganda 


consider all the points in dispute, and 
to seek such solutions as should give 
stability rather than such as involved 
diplomatic victory for this side or that. 


To anyone not blinded by partisan 


feeling, it must be obvious that the 
world cannot settle down while Ger- 
many remains divided and_ while 


refused to the de facto 
The problem of 
Germany can be Rus- 
sian concessions, and the problem of 
China can be solved only by U.S. 
If each side were genuinely 


recognition 18 
government of China 
solved only by 


con- 


cessions 


actuated by the wish to diminish the 
risk of war, such mutual concessions 
would no longer be so difficult as they 
are at present And I think that in 
bringing about the necessary state of 


mind on both sides, neutral powers can 


play a beneficent and decisive part 
If the immediate causes of tension 
were removed, whether by the above 


method or by any other, it would be 
possible to begin a movement towards 
the solution of long-range problems. Of 
these, the tackled would 
probably have to be the internationaliz- 
the 
nited 


first to be 
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control of atomi 


made a 


ing of energy 
The 
praiseworthy endeavor in this direction 
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both 


ind hydrogen bombs 


ind I think that a 


more possible since sides have 
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It will not be easy to 
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Russia or the United States to sur 
render absolute national independence 
but until this is done the world will not 
think the best that can be 


hoped for is a détente during which the 


be safe I 


fear of war is not imminent, and a 
gradual growth, while the détente lasts, 
of a realization that kinds of 
liberty, have very pre 
cious, are no longer possible in a planet 
that small 


overcrowded 


certain 
which seemed 


technique has made and 
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matter 
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eight 
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Russian to grow less, it 


will not be because U.S. fanaticism has 
On the contrary, U.S 
Russian 


grown greater 
fanaticism is a product of 
fanaticism, and its only probable effect 
is a reverberation that still further in 
the Russian fanaticism that 
caused it. 

If the world is to be 
must be if it 
be by a spread of the scientific spirit 
I mean by this, not technical cleverness, 
but the habit of judging by 
and suspending 


creases 


unified, as it 
is to survive, it can only 


evidence 
judgment where evi 
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dence is lacking both for good 
and evil, is what is distinctive of 
time Hindu or 
Moslem or Catholic or Communist, are 
a legacy of the Middle Ages. One of the 


first things that would have to be done 


our 
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while we allow opposite irrational be 


liefs to divide the human race into 
mutually hostile groups A wise hu 
manity, in politics as elsewhere, comes 
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sad, and that every individual in the 
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failure of human wisdom and of com 
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it’s for 
vhat I represent,” said the friendly 
lion modestly. “After all, I'm 


ale that’s already been 


*That’s 


her birth with her two Torontonian 
daughters. 

The 1914 war was still lurking in the 
wings and London was the hub of the 
Dukes were dukes then, 
people dressed to the gills to go to 


universe 


the theatre, Sir Thomas Beecham was 
in his glory as director of Ope ra, 
duly financed by his revenue from 
Beecham’s Pills 

But alas! Mrs. Lillie had no such 
endowment, and piano recitalists were 
ten fora penny. The financial situation 
became serious—-so serious that early 
n 1914 Beatrice bluffed the manage 
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ment of a provincial (vaudeville) hall 
to give her a week’s engagement. 

She sang a serious number and the 
audience laughed. She sang a funny 
number and the audience groaned. 
Piqued and defiant Beatrice looked at 
them as if she were ladame Melba 
and the Duchess of W rshire in one. 

“I will now sing f 
ipproval Irving Berlin’s song, When I 
lost you.”’ At the end of it they gave 
her what is known in England as “‘the 
bird.”’ Her flop was complete 

But in this heartbreak experience 
she discovered something about her 


x your possible 
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self. When she turned on the audience 
with lofty contempt they were startled 
and momentarily quiet. What about 
laughing at the audience in the future 
What about making them the joke? 

About that time a remarkable Anglo 
Frenchman named André Charlot was 
producing something new at the Vaude 
ville Theatre in London So long had 
London worshipped at the shrine of 
The Merry Widow, The Gaiety Girl 
and Gilbert and Sullivan that it was 
ready for a change The war had 
started and the tempo of life, as well 
as death, had quickened 

Beatrice got an audition, and Andr 
Charlot watched her from the dark 
empty auditorium. 

Here on the stage was something 
he had never seen before This girl 
from some place called Toronto was 
neither pretty—-in the ordinary sens« 

nor gifted. Her singing voice was 
harmless and unimportant. Her dan 
ing would not get her into the bac! 
row of the chorus 

Yet she had some thing What was 
it? Suddenly he saw it Here beforé 
him was the very goddess of indon 
table ineffectuality Dancers were 


dozen for a pound, singers could be 
found in any corner of Britain, and 
almost any female could act up to 


point. This girl was different 

With a flash of genius Charlot 
that Beatrice Lillie had the potential 
ties of a female Charlie Chaplin. But 
he was only partly right. Chaplin mad 
himself a figure of pathos as well as 
of fun. Whereas there was no pathos 
in the girl he was looking at. She was 
indomitable. 


Her Wiggle Was a Wag 


When I reached London in the war 
Beatrice had her name in lights and 
I was lucky to get even a single seat 
for the Charlot revue ‘‘cheap.’” There 
on the stage was Bea (as she was known 
by that time) doing a dance with six 
chorus girls. 

The others were perfect in every 
movement, but somehow Bea was just 
wrong When 
it came to a high kick she went at it 


though not completely 


with a joyous smile and then stopped to 
When 


the other girls wiggled their hips Bea’s 


examine her fingernails instead 


hips were also wiggling but in the wrong 
direction. When her companions did 
a curtsy Bea tripped but invariably 
recovered herself and pretended that 
nothing had happened 

Later she sang a grand-opera aria 
and not too badly As she came to 
the point where she had to sail up to 
B-flat she adjusted her make-up instead 
as though just remembering it 

And to give her credit she could do 
a sentimental ‘“‘Good-by boys’’ song 
with a skill that made laughter and 
tears close companions. But her basic 
appeal remained unchanged—the ap 
peal of indomitable ineffectuality 

In the 1920s she crossed to New 
York but at first failed to reproduce 
her London success I do not mean 
that she was a complete flop, but the 
Americans, being a younger race than 
the British, still had the feeling that 
the star of a show ought to be able 
to do something They failed to real Zé 
that this English girl from Toronto 
possessed talent in reverse 

But Beatrice had entered upon an 
other career, that of marri ige Chere 
was still in existence the English 
tradition that the livelier members of 
the peerage married into the theatre 
So one day we learned that Beatrice 
had wedded young Sir Robert Peel 
descended from the great nineteenth 
century statesman. He was a baronet 
by succession. 

Fourteen years later Sir Robert died 


There was one son to the marriage 
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a small boy named Sir Robert Peel, 
for of course they kept alive the name 
of the great ancestor 

Beatrice did a tour in the U. S. as 
Lady Peel; in a Middle West theatre 
the audience stood up out of politeness 
when she came on the stage. Later 
in the program when she did a song 
of lament about an impoverished Eng- 
lish lady, intended to be very funny, 
the kindly audience was embarrassed. 

Then came World War II and such 
is the long arm of coincidence that the 
widowed Beatrice took the house next 
to mine in St. John’s Wood. Where 
once I gazed at her from the box in 
Nordheimer’s Piano and Music Store 
I could now see her occasionally from 
my garden. 

But fate is a relentless thing. Her 

youthful son was in the Navy when 
the Hitler war began and was posted 
to HMS Hood. You -will remember 
when the German battleship Bismarck 
made her deadly raid into the North 
Atlantic. HMS Hood was sent to hunt 
her down, and by one chance in a 
thousand at a distance of miles the 
sismarck hit the Hood in a vulnerable 
spot. Something like 1,200 men went 
to their death, and among them was 
Beatrice’s son. 

After the war I called to see her in 
the flat she had taken in New York 
She had studied painting and the walls 
were festooned with her canvases. Yet 
strangely enough she was utterly con- 
ventional in her choice of subjects. The 
rebel in her did not extend to canvas 

She is a star that reigns alone in 
her particular heaven. Her earnings 
are enormous but when the tax authori 
ties of Britain and the U. S. take their 
toll I imagine that she has little enough 
to carry to reserve. If she owned a 
biscuit factory in either country she 
could sell it at a profit which would 
not be taxed. But having only her 
peculiar gifts to sell she must pay 
ruthlessly to the tax gatherer. 


* * * 


We have just come home from Bea- 
trice’s opening night which I mentioned 
a few hundred words ago. What a 
performance! Her supporting cast was 
weak and the whole responsibility fell 
on her shoulders. She is too good a 
trouper not to have known that her 
colleagues were not up to their task 
She heard the tepid applause which is 
almost worse than silence or booing 
But in the second half she wound up 
the show with some twelve songs that 
brought the London first nighters to 
their feet 

She can ridicule without hurting, she 
can satirize without a sting, she can 
mock a sentimental song yet touch 
your heart, she can romanticize with- 
out being maudlin, she can destroy a 
tradition and yet make you love the 
very thing she destroys. 

The records show that she is fifty-six 
years old. She is not and never was 
beautiful. She cannot dance and never 
could. If she acted a serious role in 
a play the audience would roar with 
laughter, but in a sketch or a song she 
can summon your tears with a gossamer 
touch. And although she has only a 
little voice she does not hesitate to sing 
twelve songs in succession with the 
audience shouting for more. 

Well that is my story. Lady Peel 
is still with us in London although she 
does not intend to make it an unlimited 
run. I do not know where her sister 
is but I am certain that she plays the 
piano quite well enough to justify the 
dollar I invested in her career. 

The moral of the tale is obvious. If 
you have a daughter who can do 
absolutely nothing be not discouraged. 
Some day the world may acclaim her 
as the queen of ineffectuality—but not 
until Bea Lillie has abdicated. ¥* 
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The Big Battle of 
the Big Stores 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE I1 


Simpson’s at the time of the Sears 
Roebuck merger was doing around two 
hundred millions worth of business a 
year. With seven new Simpsons-Sears 
stores opened in 1954 and the mail 
order offering a much wider range of 
merchandise, Simpson’s and Simpsons 
Sears between them last year probably 
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“They are gap,” 
Ed Nelson, secretary of the Canadian 
Retail Federation, “but Eaton's still 
has a comfortable lead.’ 

Edgar Burton, president of both 
Simpson’s and Simpsons-Sears, has 
predicted that the 
Simpsons-Sears stores will be 


closing the said 


chain ot new 
doing 
another hundred millions worth of re 
tail business a year within ten years 
The merchandising war got undet 
way in August 1952 within a few days 
after the Simpson’s and Sears tie-up 
Was announced, five months before it 


r-fed 


glacial 
hed days and 
all ¢ anada, 
valleys © 
mbina- 
grow 


and surpassing 
3 
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Apples are GOOD for you 





Crisp, crackling, tangy B.C. Apples are a good dietary source of Vitamin C. 


They supply useful quantities of minerals . 


protopectins (as many as any 


fruit) to help tone the digestive system and help your body get more benefit 


from important minerals and vitamins 


today's soft-food diets. 


+» » » roughage so urgently needed in 


B.C. Apples, with their fresh crispness, juicy-eating goodness and lively, exciting 


flavor, add color and attractiveness to every meal 
B.C. Apples are nearly one-seventh pure, quickly-used food energy . 


“wake up” sleepy appetites 
a quick 


and nutritious refresher when you're tired. And — because an average 8.C 


Apple supplies only 87 calories — 


they have a definite place in low-calorie diets 


Besides tasting so good, an apple eaten after a meal gives your gums stimu- 
lating, beneficial massage, helps clean your teeth, leaves your mouth sweet and 
clean. Make it a rule in your house to top off every meal with a crackling-good 


B.C. Apple! 


B.C. Apples are as wholesome and nourishing as they are appetite-appealing 
No matter what your age, apples can make a worthwhile contribution to your 


general well-being . 


help make life seem that much sunnier 


Remember,an 


apple a day is Nature's way — be sure to eat at least one B.C. Apple each 


and every day! 


FOR FREE APPLE RECIPE BOOK — WRITE DIRECT TO B.C. TREE FRUITS LTD., KELOWNA, B.C. 


Eat a B.C. APPLE today 
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gimmick—"'a ten-doilar bill get ou 
inything in the store’’—was a trick 
Sears Roebuck had been using effec 
tively in the U. S. for years. It also 
indicated that Sears Roebuck ideas and 
methods as well as Sears Roebuck dol 
lars were going to invade Canada 

lo experienced retailers, this Simp 
son’s move had two significant impli 
cations | It was aimed straight at 
Eaton’s because it covered only “hard 
furniture. appliances etc ) which 
were an Eaton’s specialty but in which 
previously 
strongiy interested; 2 It meant that 
Simpson’s planned a rea! fight, because 


tines 


Simpson’s had not been 


competing in the credit field is costly 
ind hazardous Credit sales tie up 
money in partly paid goods and in 
cost of doing business. 
“When stores start trying to outdo 
each other on easy-credit terms,” an- 
other Toronto merchant said, “it is 
ilmost certainly a sign they are squar 
ing off for a long hard fight.”’ 

EKaton’s reply to the Simpson’s offer 
came the very next day when the 
company advertised a no-down-pay 
ment plan for the duration of its Au- 


crease the 


gust sale 

Then in January 1953, when the first 
big Simpsons-Sears catalogue appeared, 
it was accompanied by another coup 
in credit selling The catalogue an- 
nounced that on a wide range of home 
appliances priced at two hundred dol- 
lars and more a down payment of only 
ten dollars would be required —instead 
of the customary ten percent. Appli- 
inces priced below two hundred dollars 
could be bought for only five dollars 
down 

This time Eaton’s didn’t nibble at 
the bait It left this line of credit 
to Simpson’s and continued to de- 
mand ten percent down on all credit 
purchases 

In addition to competing for cus- 
tomers with easy credit, the two firms 
are now engaged in a store and ware- 
house-building race to accommodate 
the customers they now serve or expect 
to get. Between them they have spent 
in the past couple of years or will spend 
soon about seventy-five million dollars 
on new buildings. 

Simpsons-Sears has the larger pro- 
gram underway Its first plans two 
years ago called for fifteen new depart- 
ment stores across Canada—to be built 
over five years at a cost of fifty millions 
Seven of the new stores are already 
up and doing business in Vancouver, 
Nanaimo, Peterborough, Sarnia, Ham- 
ilton, Moose Jaw and Guelph. Three 
others, at Port Arthur, Saint John and 
being built and at least 
Winnipeg, 
Five of the 


Ottawa, are 
three more are planned 
Edmonton and Calgary 
seven new stores now operating come 
in direct competition with Eaton’s in 
cities where Eaton’s was already firmly 
established 

Che first project announced by Simp- 
sons-Sears was the sprawling, modern- 
istic Sears-type store in Burnaby, B.C. 
Vancouver Like most 
Simpsons-Sears stores, it is in a sub- 
urb with plenty of space around for 
car parking. The Burnaby store sits 
on sixteen acres and handles a thousand 


to serve 


cars which many consider a big advan- 
tage over shopping in traffic-choked 
downtown Vancouver 

Che Burnaby store foundations were 
just nicely dug when Eaton’s began 
building a five-story $600,000 parking 
ge next to its downtown Van- 
couver store. 

Meanwhile the Robert Simpson Com- 
pany was setting a trend in Toronto 
for big-city retailing. Instead of stor- 
ing heavy furniture and appliances 
in downtown warehouses close to its 
store, where property costs are ex- 
tremely high, it built a warehouse on 
a northern outskirt where land values 


VIPs In Verse: 


No. 9 
KATE AITKEN 


She proves that a woman of dazzling acumen, 
Whose energy’s slightly above superhuman, 





Endowed with an insight of diamond acuteness, 


Unflagging persistence, incisive astuteness, 


An outlook unchangeably cheerful and bright 


Can successfully sell even sweetness and light. 


and taxes are lower. Thus the costly 
downtown space was released for dis- 
playing goods instead of storing them. 

Three months after Simpson’s com- 
pleted this streamlining in the spring 
of 1954 Eaton’s announced it had 
awarded a contract for a nine-million- 
dollar storage and service building just 
northeast of Toronto. 

But the majority of building proj 
ects are stores, not warehouses, and 
Simpsons-Sears has pioneered a new 
department-store trend for Canada 

locating stores on suburban waste- 
land far from downtown areas. Morgan 
Reid, a young Simpsons-Sears execu- 
tive who has played an important role 
in planning the expansion of the new 
Canadian firm, said: “‘People are mov- 
ing into the suburbs, so we are moving 
out there after them. The automobile 
has become the biggest factor molding 
shopping habits and the modern store 
must make adequate provision for auto- 
mobile parking.” 


Like Cattle in an Elevator 


There is more to building in the 
suburbs than parking however. Prop- 
erty values are lower and, perhaps 
most important, it permits outward 
instead of upward expansion. 

“‘Cooping people in an elevator like 
cattle in a car is a poor way to pro- 
mote sales,’ said one Simpsons-Sears 
executive. ‘‘You’ve locked them in a 
box where they can’t see the goods you 
want them to see. Escalators are bet 
ter. At least they take your purchaser 
to every floor. But the single-story 
or two-floor store is best of all No 
selling time is lost while you go through 
the costly business of lifting your cus 
tomers to shopping areas.”’ 

Selecting a site for such a big invest 
ment in a suburb has certain elements 
of risk. Simpsons-Sears has borrowed 
the procedure developed by its U. S 
parent Sears Roebuck. 

The store planners first analyze the 
population and income characteristics 
of a city in which they plan to build 
They have now done this for most 
Canadian cities of more than forty 
thousand people Next they survey 
other stores already serving such cities, 
checking their business volume to de- 
cide whether Simpsons-Sears will fit 
into the competitive picture They 
examine population-density maps to 
make certain of the direction of new 
residential development. They study 
traffic flow to get a picture of where 
people are going and they check care- 
fully to discover if any roads are 
planned in the future that will alter 
the traffic flow. 

On the basis of these studies the 
planners select two or three possible 


sites. For each site a traffic-zoned map 
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is prepared, showing the number of 
people living within five, ten or twenty 
minutes’ driving time This usually 
brings down the selection to a single 
site. Simpsons-Sears has already used 
this technique to find eleven store sites 
and its experts are still looking for more 

But under the agreement by which 
it was established Simpsons - Sears can 
not put stores in Montreal, Toronto, 
London, Halifax or Regina, the five 
cities where its Canadian parent, the 
Robert Simpson Company, already has 
department stores. Early in 1953, after 
the new Simpsons-Sears had started 
its store-building program, the original 
Simpson’s company announced it was 
also launching an expansion that would 
greatly enlarge and modernize its tra 
ditionally styled downtown stores. The 
biggest projects were carried out in 
Montreal and London. Simpson’s at 
Montreal was doubled in size at a cost 
of seven million dollars; the London 
store was given a million-dollar expan- 
sion and face lifting. 

Meanwhile Eaton’s has not 
sitting still. Late in 1953 when Simp- 
sons-Sears announced it was moving 
into the Maritimes with a store planned 
for Saint John, Eaton’s—already well 
represented throughout the Maritimes 
with two main stores and four smaller 
ones—announced it was buying a store 
in Corner Brook, Nfid. Then it dis 
closed plans for its first Prince Edward 
Island store—at Charlottetown. Re 
cently when offering a bond issue for 
seventeen and a half million dollars 
Eaton’s announced that 
lions were earmarked for additional 
land and buildings 

But for a majority of Canadians, 
Eaton’s and Simpsons-Sears are not 
city stores at all, but the familiar names 
on the fat slick mail-order catalogues 
that are awaited eagerly twice each 
year in practically every Canadian 
rural and small-town home. In many 
thousands of those homes Canada’s 
two big mail-order catalogues form 
the main, often the only link, with the 
outside business world They and the 
Bible are the three books you are sure 
to find in every farmhouse 

They set the styles for almost half 
of Canada. They are the inspiration 
for thousands of children’s letters to 
Santa Claus (“‘and please bring daddy 
the electric fence on page 472 cause 
the black heifer is getting in the fall 
wheat”’ The women’s lingerie pages 
torn from catalogues are the only pin 
ups known to thousands of boys who 
have never heard cf Marilyn Monrose 

During the past two years these 


been 


twelve mil 


catalogues have become probably the 
main battleground in the Eaton’s 
Simpson’s rivalry. ‘The battle of the 
big books” is grim and closely fought 
Mail-order sales represent about half 
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9.000 IN SMALL CHANGE ! 


Do you realize that less than $5 
a week, set aside now, will bring 
you $5,000 in 15 years time ? 


Maybe it’s small change now—say eighty cents a day 

but with proper planning it could be a small fortune 15 
years from now! The savings plan offered by Investors 
Syndicate can do amazing things with a small, but regular 
amount of money. That's because two vitally important 
factors are working for you—wise investment and com- 
pound interest. Long before it seems possible your 


savings goal will have been attained 


So join the more than 100,000 Canadians now enrolled 
in this plan. See your nearest Investors Syndicate repre- 
sentative and he will help you decide on a definite savings 
goal within your means—say $5,000 in 15 years. He'll 
arrange to have you make regular deposits. When the 
time has elapsed, you receive a guaranteed minimum of 
$5,000 in cash or monthly payments. Don’t put the 
future off any longer; see your Investors Syndicate repre- 
sentative and learn about this faster, easier way to save 


now! 





SAVE IT NOW... 
LET IT GROW... 
ENJOY IT LATER 
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the total business for each side, so the 
stakes are large And the risks are 
high, for once a catalogue is issued the 
issuer is committed to its prices fo! 
months until the next catalogue ap 
pears \ price higher than the com 
petitor’s cannot be adjusted as is pos 
sible in newspaper advertising 

The battle has three fronts: 1. th 
content, prices and make-up of the 
catalogues themselves; 2. speed and 
economy of catalogue productior 
their circulation ; 

Until Sears Roebuck came int 
the picture and Simpson’s mail-orde 
division switched to Simpsons-Sear 
mail-order competition was at most 
lukewarm. Eaton’s catalogue was large ; 
than Simpson’s, more colorful and cor 
tained a much greater variety of item 

particularly furniture and appliances 

The first Simpsons-Sears catalogue 
appeared in January 1953, after several! 
months of feverish preparation by a 
staff augmented with a number of 
Sears Roebuck mail - order veterans 
And it was immediately obvious that 
the new company was going to gi 
Eaton’s a run for its money in mail 
order as well as retail stores 

For the first time Simpson's now 
Simpsons-Sears, had a catalogue thicke 
ind brighter than Eaton’s (556 page 
igainst Eaton’s 552 In millions 
Canadian homes it was exciting news 


Che most apparent change, other thar 


size, Was a great increast 1 furnishing 
ippliances, power and garden tools 
boats firearms ind plumb n ind 


heating supplies, many of them Sears 
Roebuck brands from the l[ » Che ‘ 


ndex was in reased from two-and 


half to six pages, hunting guns fron 
eleven to twenty-one There were 
twice as many refrigerators and wash t 


ers and eight power lawn mowers where 
there used to be one 

When the next catalogues appeared 
Eaton’s hit back with a bigger more 
colorful 676-page book. But Simpsons 
Sears had just started. It jumped to 
708 pages and now held a 32-page lead 
By this winter’s catalogue, Eaton’s was 
still catching up and Simpsons-Sears 
lead had dropped to eight pages 

Under Sears Roebuck influence Simp 
sons-Sears has been breaking with the 
old Canadian catalogue tradition and 
injecting a good deal of razzle dazzle 
into its book. The catalogue sparkles 
with gadgets, gimmicks and guaran 
tees. You can buy a geiger counter wit! 
instructions on how to find uraniun 
or a plumbing system, an astronome! 
telescope ‘“‘sizeless’’ nylons, car insur 
ince, an electric alarm that wake 
up Junior the second he begins bed 
wetting 

Since children are always losing one 
mitten, Simpsons-Sears sells mittens in 
threes It sews name labels free on 
most children’s clothes and has snow ¢ 
suits that grow with the child (large 
hems permit lengthening 

Eaton’s catalogue has some n 
micks of its own, like the free ext: 
layette for mothers who order ons 
layette and then have twins But 
Eaton’s has left this field mostly t 


its rival 


Today's mail-orde istomers re 
more conscious of style ind fit t 
they used to be so both catalogue } 
bulge with charts and measuring 
ce Eaton's has i half-page cha 
to order a man’s suit Sim psons-Sea | 


helps women find out if they are petits 
shapely, classic or tall in nylon-stocking 
zes. Eaton’s provides a diagram tel ‘ 
ng women how to wear a brassiere fi { 
the utmost “support and flattery 
Simpsons-Sears was quick to lea} 
yn the do-it-yourself band wagon, and 
in its catalogue there are free instruc 
tions on how to upholster furniture, set 
up your own TV antenna, lay a tile 
floor, panel your walls, do your own 
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wiring, cut your family’s hair 
shingle your roof, put up an 
trough or install a plumbing system 
Eaton’s has followed but luke 
warmly, and thére is less in the Eaton’s 
book for do-it-yourself fans 

But Simpsons-Sears was forced into 


electri 


eaves 


along, 


its most elaborate do-it-yourself serv- 
ice Its first catalogue offered com- 
plete plumbing and heating systems; 


t caused endless grief because no local 
Plumbers 
ire usually dealers too and many would 


plumber would install them 


have nothing to do with mail-order 
systems they themselves didn’t sell 
Many of the systems were returned to 


Simpsons-Sears by purchasers demand 
ng their money back 
Eaton’s mail-order 
areful to antagonizing local 
businessmen, listened with glee as the 
stories of Simpsons-Sears’ woes leaked 
through. 

But the next 
had engineers provide a planning and 
with plumbing 
Now the pur 
blank and 


layout of rooms, 


chiefs, usually 


avoid 


year Simpsons-Sears 


advisory service to go 
heating systems 

fills in an order 
diagram showing the 
where he wishes to put his fixtures and 
water and sewer con- 
back a blueprint 
with step-by-step instructions on how 
to install the system. And for a deposit 
of $132 Simpsons-Sears will lend 
him all the plumbing tools he needs 
to do the job pipe cutter, thread 
cutters, plumber’s furnace, melting pot 
and the 


ind 


chaser 


the distance to 


nections He gets 


also 
vise, 
rest 


pouring ladle, blow torch 


Baby Chicks Are A Nuisance 


Eaton’s hasn’t gone into the plumb 
ng business, but it offers a hot-air 
furnace and heating system and pro 
vides a blueprint and instructions so 


‘you can install it yourself and save 
With the stiffening of competition, 
the basic mail-order appeals of the two 
companies have not changed. Simp- 
sons-Sears still makes its main pitch 
to suburban and small-town residents; 


Eaton’s catalogue is aimed prince ipally 


it the laboring man and farmer. So 
the Eaton’s customer has fifty-six 
different brands, shapes and colors of 
men’s long underwear to choose from; 
Simpsons-Sears has thirty-five. Eaton’s 
has four pages of men’s work shirts, 
Simpsons-Sears has two. Eaton’s has 


four styles of snowshoes for trappers 
ind lumberjacks, Simpsons-Sears has 
none Eaton’s still has a full page of 
harnesses and harness supplies for the 
farmer but only one saddle for the 
riding fans; Simpsons-Sears has four 
fancy saddles for the suburban dude 
ranch but not a stitch of harness for 

work horse 

For the suburban and town home 


Simpsons-Sears has thirteen refrigera 


tors and home freezers, Eaton’s has six 


Although Eaton's is well ahead in men’s 
work shirts, it has only two pages of 
dress and sports shirts against Simp 
sons-Sears’ six 

Eaton’s wasn’t sorry to see one 


traditional mail-order service for farm 


customers copied by Simpsons-Sears 


It was the selling by mail of live baby 


chicks and turkeys, often a nuisance 
because Eaton’s had to assume respon 
sibility every time cold weather or a 
railroad delay caused the chicks to die 
Eaton’s stuck with this business for 
years simply as a service to its thou- 
sands of farm customers. Simpsons 
Sears now offers baby chicks and 
turkeys with the same live-delivery 


guarantee 


‘The 


latest 


stvles 


MAGAZINE 





prices. 


FEBRU 


One important change 
Sears was to abolish the old Simpson's 
prepaying shipping charges 
on orders of more than two dollars 
Eaton’s still pays shipping costs on all 
eastern Canada mail-order 
although in western Canada E: 
charges extra for shipping some heavy 


by Simpsons 


policy ot 


business 
aton’s 
goods. Simpsons-Sears pays shipping 
articles like cloth 
but the buyer pays on 
furniture and appliances 

“We feel this 
way of doing it,” 


costs on lightweight 
ing and shoes, 


is the most equitable 
said J. H 
manager of Simpsons-Sears catalogue 
“Instead of averaging shipping 
and charging everyone the same, each 
customer pays his own. The nearby 
customer isn’t subsidizing the custome! 
who lives several hundred miles away 
But some other 
other strategy here 


Chomson 


costs 


merchants see an 
All Eaton’s cata 


logue prices include an averaged ship 
ping cost All Simpsons-Sears prices 
in “hard lines’”’ like furniture and 
appliances—the lines in which Simp 
sons-Sears is competing most keenly 
with Eaton’s—-do not include a ship 


buyer com 
without considering ship 


ping cost So the 
paring prices 
ping costs gets the 
sons-Sears’ prices are 

Eaton’s cheapest refrigerator is $249 
Simpsons-Sears has approximately the 


average 


impression Simp 


lower 


same machine $9.05 cheaper. But the 
freight cost on the 256-pound Simp 
sons-Sears refrigerator to, say, Sault 


Ste. Marie is $5.35, so at the Soo 
the Simpsons-Sears refrigerator is only 
And at Kenora, 


miles 


$3.70 cheaper twelve 
hundred freight 
the Eaton’s refrigerator 
$249 is cheaper 
oth firms are 
up and streamlining catalogue produc 


from Toronto 


delivered it 


constantly speeding 


tion methods and working to expand 
atalogue circulations, while maintain 
ing strictest secrecy about projected 


contents and plans 
Production speed is as important to 
1 mail-order catalogue as it is to a 
Just as a has 
top of the 


catalogues have 


newspaper ne wspaper 


to keep on ever-changing 
news, to keep up with 
pro 
time will have 
prices For 
comfortable 
buyers had to 


changing fashions. The catalogue 


duced in the shortest 
the latest styles 


ears Ea 


and many 


ton’s had a edge 
ind close 
their deals and 

weeks ahead of F 
them in the 
gradually narrowed the produc tion gap 
Now 


re run 


Simpson s 


accept goods seve ral 


I 
aton s buyers to get 


same catalogue. Simpson’s 
until Simpsons Sears took over 
Eaton’s and 
neck 


deadline 


Sim psons-Sears 
neck with 


d ites 


ning ind their cata 


logue 


italog 


vinter 


Each firm publishes six « ues a 


ind 
ind four supple mentary edi 


year two main ones for 


Summer 


tions Che small editions are spaced 
between the two main issues so prices 
can be reduced on items from the 
preceding catalogue that ire selling 


slowly, and so that new styles can be 
tested to determine what treatment 
they merit in the next big catalogue 
Officials of both sides staunchly 
declare they wouldn't think of spy 
ing on one another’s catalogue prices 


ahead of publication, yet both sur 


their c: 
sions with 


italogue-production div 
tight as 


round 
a security system as 
the Iron Curtain 

‘If the 


of advance proofs of our catalogue they 


other people got 


possession 


could crucify us, practically put us 
out of business,’ said J. H. Thom 
son, Simpsons-Sears catalogue man 
ager “They could beat us on every 


catalogue produced fastest has the 
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Don't be without 
your Maclean’s .. . 


Be sure you don’t miss a single issue of 
Maclean’s. Make sure you renew vour 
subscription at least six weeks before 


it expires, 


Then vou will be that no matter how 


sure 
large is the demand for Maclean's. vour 
personal copy will be delivered right to 
yvour door. 
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vl mnadian Service Clubs and Church Groups are successfully 
ui their treasury funds through our Organization Plan. Your 
yr zation, too, can raise extra cash to help with the good work 
easy! All your members and friends enjoy reading magazines 
the 1ew and renewal subscriptions your group can keep a 
is portion of each subscription dollar. 
We extend a cordial invitation to your group to use the Maclean- 
junter Organization Plan. For details, write today, to: 
Mr. Reg. Dawe, Organization Plan, 
Maclean-Hunter Publishing Co. Ltd., 
481 University Ave., Toronto 2, Canada 
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price and we couldn't do a thing about 


t for six 
lo 


tion employees are <« 


months 


vent this, catalogue-produc- 
irefully 


and trained never to discuss their jobs 


pre 
screened. 
outside. Copy on the way to printers 


closely so it <¢ 


innot gC 


is watched 


astray And the whole operation 1s so 
decentralized in both firms that most 
individuals have access only to infor 


mation relating to limited departments 


Only a few key men know the whole 
picture. If a man engaged in catalogue 
production has to be dismissed, the 


firing is almost certain to be postponed 
until the the 
that he by 
information to 


catalogue is off 

retaliate 
“the other 
Larger size, more color 


press sO 
taking 


people.” 


cannot 
and costlier 
boosted catalogue produc 
the 
mail-order 


paper have 


tion costs during past few years 


of increasing competition 
cost about i 
turn out and, though 


is secret, it is probably 


The « italogues used to 
dollar 


the exact figure 
ibout 


each to 
1 dollar and fifty cents today 
Catalogues Flown to Aklavik 


Each mail-order house keeps count 
of how much business it gets from each 


catalogue, and catalogues that don't 
bring in a certain minimum per year 


that minimum is top secret too) are 
cut off Sut the 
stiffened, both firms have become 
vith their catalogue circulation 
At the end of 


i catalogue circulation of 


since 


competition 
freer 


the war Eaton’s had 
ibout one 
million and Simpson’s was somewhat 
But last February Simpsons-Sears 
bond 
circulation to be 
than and a half 
retailers believe that each firm is 


less 
announced 
more 


when floating a issue 
its catalogue 
one million 
now 
distributing close to two million copies 


of each edition of its catalogue 


Ave rage « atalogue 
but 


postage is twenty 


eight cents with the two companies 


to outdo each 


trying other circulating 
nto remote areas they are spending 
many times more than that to get some 
r italogues to the destination The 
big books of botl ire now sent t 
Aklavik in the Arctic by air at a cost 
»f almost seven dollars a book 

This is only one expense the com 





panies are assuming to expand mail 
order business in the hinterlands Che 
COD policy is a costly service n the 
Arctic, for Indians and Eskimos, flush 
with money alfter y in a winters 
fur catch, ofter COD orders 
then spend the oh something 
else TI rder has to be sent back 
er ne same ~ Ireight re te 
h Eaton’s Simpsons-sears p 
ig shipping Sts both ways 
\ year ago sixty-five COD mail 
der parcels were returned from the 
ny Mackenzie River settlement of 
Fort Good Hope alone Both Eaton’s 
nd Simpsons-Sears keep blacklists of 
eople from whom COD orders have 
been returned and don’t accept further 
orders 
When Simpsons-Sears began doings 
Dusiness there re some indignant 
iccusations that the new company was 
ynly in “import house’ and a “‘ Yank in 
ision’’ of Canadian business. Eaton’s 
was careful to keep its name from being 
linked with these back-stabbing accu 


but it launched its own subtle 


ittackK against the | S. « 


sations 


onnect t 


ons o 
ts competitor 

Soon after the Sears deal was an 
nounced Eaton’s began to boast of its 
long all-Canadian background in 


demonstration of patriotism skilful 


Other’ 


the 


Simpsons 


designed to contrast with newly 


acquired U. S 
Instead of calling itself simply 


roots of 
Sears 


Eaton’s”’ in its ads and on its delivery 
trucks, it suddenly blossomed forth as 
**Eaton’s of Canada.’ Symboli 
of Canada, and Union Jacks to 
attention to British-made 

were spotted through the Ea 
While the Simpsons-Sears cata 
that many 


maps 
draw 
its goods 
ton 8 cata 
logue. 
logue overlooked the fact 


of its “‘hard line’ items were Sears 
Roebuck brands imported from the 
U. S., Eaton’s catalogue was playing 


up Canadian and English-made goods 


wherever it could, stressing that its 
woolens come “from Britain’s finest 


mills’’ and that furniture is the 
product of “‘finest Canadian craftsmar 
ship.”” Even Eaton’s budgie 
“from Canadian talking strains 
The same sharply contrasting 
by the 
current winter catalogues 
s the most 
Simpsons-Sears’ cover features one 


its 


birds 


covers oO 


The cove 


tude is shown 


valuable sell npg spot 
the company’s most attractive women s 
aton’s devotes 


the E 


coat and hat bargains; E 


its entire cover to selling aton 


name. Under the heading ‘““What’s 
1 Name?”’ it presents a brief essay or 
the Eaton name ‘ 85 years unde 
the management of the Eaton fam 

1 distinctively Canadian name 


And it’s signed at the bottom in he 
red type: **Eaton’s of Canada 

But the biggest Simpsons-Sears wor 
rising out of its U.S is not the 
subtle ribbing it gets from “FE 
Canada.”’ It is tariff trouble laid or 
by the Canadian government 

Under the original plan Simpson's 
and Simpsons-Sears hoped to 
handsomely from the \v 
buying and production of 
buck in the U. S 
tremendous production contracts it « 
give, Se Roebuck gets pre 


duced exclusively for it at prices we 


ties 


iton s ot 


pront 
volume 
Sears 


ist 
> 

Roe 
Because of the 
irticies 


irs 


below 





the U. S. average Simpsons 
Sears gets these same | » made 
ticles, notably in the home appliance 
line it the bargain Sears | I 
price, and it expected as matte! 
course to be charged customs duty S 
on this lower price But ¢ nad 
customs ruled that tariff on thess 
goods entering Canada had to _ be 
based on the “‘going’’ U. S. price, n¢ 


the much lower Sears Roebuck inv 
price which Simpsons-Sears actua 
pays. As result the Canadian firt 
found itself paying larger tariffs tl 
it had planned i factor that has pre 
vented Simpsons-Sears from getting 
the full advantage from Sears Roel 
olume buying 

As a result of these tariff troubl 


Simpsons-Sears is going all out on 
program to get its Sear Roebu 
“private brand name’ products su 
is ““Coldspot”’ refrigerators and ‘Ker 


more” 





washers manufactured in ¢ 

ida It aims eventua 
eighty-five percent of Simpsons-S« 
goods in Canada But setting 
i “private brand name’’ manu turing 
program isn t easy for it bus 
that manufacturers are fter rt 
keen to undertake Usually it requires 
mass-producing a prod od as 
the manufacturer's own brand, but sell 
ing it to Simpsons-Sears at heaper 
price so that Simpsons-s¢ n sell 
t to the public at a price ver than 
the manufacturer's own brand 

To get over this obs Katon’s 
ears ago branched out he man 
facturing business and prod some 
lines like stoves for Simpsons 
AZIN EBR 955 




















Sears, to get its ““Coldspot’’ refrigera- 
tors produced in Canada, recently had 
to buy a twenty-percent interest in 
Kelvinator of Canada at London and 
get two Simpsons-Sears men on the 
Kelvinator board of directors, before 
1 deal with Kelvinator was successfully 
closed. And there are said to be more 
such Simpsons-Sears deals pending 

In some other cases U. S. manu 
facturers handling big production con 
tracts for Sears Roebuck are setting 
up branch plants in Canada to produce 
the same products for Simpsons-Sears 
Most recent example is a Wisconsin 
producer of water pumps and farm 
water systems, Sta-Rite Products In 
which has taken over a plant at Ajax 
near Toronto 

Meanwhile at Toronto, the birth 
place and modern headquarters of both 
firms, the nation’s biggest individual 
Eaton’s and Simpson’s stores face each 
other across narrow Queen Street, eye 
ng each other’s movements like bel- 
ligerent eagles on neighboring crags 
Like newspapers, they are always 
striving to scoop each other The 
day Marilyn Bell swam across Lake 
Ontario last September Eaton’s win 
dow-display staff worked late and 
secretly behind drawn curtains setting 
1p a special window to honor the teen 
iger who had suddenly become To 
ronto’s sweetheart. Then they crossed 
the street hopefully to see if they had 
scooped ‘the other people _ It was a 
draw. The Simpson’s display staff was 
just putting the finishing touches on 
their Marilyn Bell window 


Shopping Is Their Secret 


Every shopping day a surging strean 
»f shoppers flows back and forth across 
the street between the competing stores 
What the shoppers do not know is that 
among them often are Eaton’s or Simp 
son’s spies furtively crossing the street 
to spy out the opposition’s newest 
bargains or merchandising methods 
In the trade they are called “‘compari- 
son shoppers,” but no cloak-and-dagger 
undercover agent has had greater claim 
to the title “‘spy.”” Because of their 
comparison shoppers it has become 
virtually impossible for one store to 
have an exclusive bargain more than 
i few hours—the other store’s con 
parison shoppers spot it, rush back 
home with the word and the bargain 
s quickly duplicated in the second 
store 

The identity of comparison shoppers 
is kept secret in their own stores as 
well as outside, for their duties include 
spying on their own staff as well as 
the opposition. A Simpson’s compari 
son shopper recently bought at Eaton’s 
1 dress she deliberately selected as 
requiring alteration before it would fit 
Chen she bought a dress at her own 
store that required the same amount 
of alteration. Her own store, Simp 
son’s, wanted one day longer to make 
the alteration. Next day the depart 
ment manager was curtly informed 
that Eaton’s was giving faster altera 
tion service and that his service must 
speed up or else 

Joth stores refuse to discuss their 
comparison-shopping staffs or methods 
hardly admitting that such staffs even 
exist 3ut some other Toronto mer 
chants claim that the two big stores 
ire watching each other as never be 
fore, and that both, since the Sears 
Simpson’s merger of two-and-a-half 
years ago, have doubled the number of 
comparison shoppers 

One thing is certain—the battle of 
the big stores has only begun. Com 
parison shoppers are a small part of 
the immense forces being brought into 
play in the struggle for a billion-dollar 
prize—-the amount Canadians spend 
each year in department stores te 
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Perhaps you should . . . because the ceiling’s 
the usual place for the warm air to gather. 
It’s an old problem 


an up-to-date answer: 


CRANE 


RADIANT BASEBOARD 
PANELS 


‘e 





CRANE 


Quality costs no more 








Tips to make your letters bloom 
the year ‘round... 






oot Latte 


qe tHe 


easily acquire the ability 
to write interesting and correct letters 


that will bridge distances bring 


broaden your eirel 


trie nds closer 


of social contacts 


Qur booklet, “The Etique tte of Letter 
Writing” contains many helpful tips about 

the whys and wherefores of personal and 
ocial correspondence .. . the correct way 
to send letters of condolence invitations 
announcements . aeceptances 


thank-you 


regret 


congratulations and many others. 
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i 
BARBER ELLIS OF CANADA LIMITED | 
| SEND FOR THIS HELPFUL BOOKLET 384 Adelaide Street W., Toronto 2B, Ont | 
| Gentlemen | 
| Enclosed please find 10 cents in coin, NAME | 
| (to cover handling and mailing cost } for | 
| my copy of ‘The Etiquette of Letter- ADDRESS | 

Writing.’ 
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The Dope Craze That’s 
Terrorizing Vancouver 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 





was that often addicts could not find 
their regular “‘pushers”’ or peddlers who 
supplied them daily 

Disruption of retail supply lines 
meant, too, violent fluctuation in price 

Male addicts are usually mild and 
They lack the brains, experi 
ence and resolution to hold up a bank 
Sneak thieving is the limit of their 
everyday capacity. The women almost 
always resort to prostitution. Deprived 
of the drug however they become more 
Desperation drives them 


listless 


aggressive. 
to hold up small stores and hotels. In 
a normal month there are an average 
of twelve minor holdups in Vancouver 
In October and November last year the 
rate rose to more than fifty a month 
Early last December there were eleven 
small holdups in a single day 

The Vancouver police, meanwhile, 
fought back at the crime and drug 
wave The narcotics squad of the 
city was increased from four to twelve 
men. The sixteen-man narcotics divi 
sion of the RCMP was reinforced 
Scores of policemen were taken off 
regular beats and traffic duty to help 
the Criminal Investigation Department 
squads. To give widest possible police 
overage to the city’s danger spots, the 
usual two-man prowl cars were re 
placed by one-man cars. Sub-machine 
guns were issued to some of the police 
details In the courts, some magistrates 
started handing out stunning sentences 
of ten years to convicted drug peddlers 

But in the underworld these meas 
ures did not end the struggle for 
possession of that ten million dollars 
so tragically earned and _ tragically 
spent. Although the drug-traffic higher 
ups are adept at remaining in the 
background, the ferocity of their battle 
could not be concealed 

On September 15 the bullet-riddled 
body of Danny Brent, a _ night-club 
waiter with a criminal record, was 
found on the University of British 
Columbia golf course. Three days later 
RCMP found in 
a bank (which they decline to name 
one hundred and seventy-five thousand 
dollars worth of heroin 

On November 8, Robert Hopkins, a 
bachelor employed in the printing de 


srent’s strongbox at 


partment of the Vancouver Herald, a 
man of quiet habits and stainless repu 
tation, was brutally murdered in his 
At first no motive for the crime 
Then it was learned 


home 
was apparent 
that Hopkins had been seen a few days 
before in casual conversation with a 
man who had given police information 
on the Brent murder. The theory now 
is that Hopkins was murdered in mis 
take for the informer 
Four days afterward, Donald M« 

Mullen, a night watchman on his 
rounds at a fuel yard, was shot in the 
shoulder when he surprised a group 
of men who had just 
large cache of drugs from under a 


recovered a 


sawdust pile 

3y the end of the year nobody had 
been charged with any of the shootings 

But the event in last autumn’s 
outbreak of crime that most sharply 
illuminated the gangsterism behind 
Vancouver's drug traffic was the at- 
tempted ‘“‘one-way ride’” of William 
Seminick on November 3 Seminick 
had recently completed a _ four-year 
penitentiary sentence on a narcotics 
conviction and was once more moving 
about his Vancouver haunts, a nattily 
dressed man in his early fifties. One 
night he was bundled into a car by 
two men who drove out to Stanley 
Park. A park policeman in his patrol 


MACLEAN'S 


MAGAZINE, 


jeep heard two shots in rapid succession 


and drove in that direction. What his 
headlights revealed was a confused 
picture: an automobile starting sud 
denly and roaring at high speed in one 
direction; a man running in another 
direction with a revolver in his hand 
another man lying on the ground 

Seminick was not seriously hurt. He 
told police he had broken loose when 
one of his captors dragged him from 
the car, presumably to shoot him at 
point-blank range. The gunman had 
to fire at the running figure, and one 
bullet went through Seminick’s hat, the 
other through his groin 

Next day two men were arrested 
But Seminick did not identify them as 
his assailants. The police were con 
vinced that Seminick knew who had 
shot him but was afraid to talk 
They charged him with obstructing 
the course of justice. He was on bail 
awaiting trial when the year ended 

Police also face obstructive tactics 
in their search for sources of dope 
supply. In conversation with narcotics 
squad detectives, peddlers occasionally 
hint at their sources but they shy from 
giving the same information under oath 
in the witness box 

Most charges are brought under one 
of two sections of the Canadian Opium 
and Narcotic Drug Act 
governing being ‘“‘found in possession,” 


The section 


usually preferred against addicts, pro 
vides for a sentence of from six months 
to seven years. Vancouver magistrates 


usually impose a two-year term 
Police Posing As Addicts 


Peddlers are usually charged under 
the section governing “trafficking.” 
Under this section the onus is on a 
person found in possession of drugs to 
prove that he was not buying and 
selling them. The minimum sentence 
is six months and the maximum four 
teen years 

To obtain a conviction under either 
section of the act, police have to be 
able to swear that they found drugs 
on or about the body of the accused 
Hence peddlers and addicts go to great 
lengths to avoid this 

The leaders themselves rarely handle 
drug consignments. The usual way of 
bringing them to justice is to charge 
them with 
criminal offense.”” To obtain a con 


“conspiring to commit a 


viction on a conspiracy charge, several 
p lice officers have to state under oat! 
that they overheard the accused plot 
ting a drug deal 

Most drug-traffic leaders brought t 


have been 


RCMP 


wormed 


trial on conspiracy charges 
trapped into drug deals wit! 
undercover men who have 
their way into the gangs. This labori 
ous and costly procedure is a regular 
part of the anti-drug war 

The abiding problem of Vancouver's 
anti-drug squads is, as elsewhere, their 
lack of control over the original source 
of the drugs. The substance most used 
in the drug traffic is, as has been said 
heroin. 

Heroin is derived from opium, ex 
tracted from two species of poppy 
grown for medicinal purposes in India, 
China and the Middle East Legal 
supplies are distributed under inter 
national controls Until the end of 
1954 limited supplies of opium deriva 
tives could be imported into Canada 
for medicinal use, but since the begin 
ning of this year opium derivatives 
have been banned entirely 

It has never been possible to suppress 
illegal growing of opium poppies. Since 
one matchbox is big enough to hold 
six hundred dollars worth of heroin, 
Illicit 
heroin comes into Canada by air, sea 
and road. 
that some was brought in recently by 


smuggling is relatively simple 


Vancouver police suspect 
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You’re missing half the | 
fun of your camera... | 
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if you’re not getting exciting 
flash shots like these 


Does your family stop living when the sun goes down? 


reo— 


Not a bit of it! Some of your happiest times, some 
of your fondest memories, occur indoors—the baby’s 
bath .. . the gang popping corn around the hearth 

. a hundred others you don’t want to miss. 


A modern flash camera can get all these pictures... 
and get them just as surely and easily as 
the snapshots you take outdoors in 


~ 


the daytime. Just slip on an 
inexpensive flasholder, pop 
in a flash bulb, and you’re 
ready to shoot. That’s all 
there is to it—nothing new 





if your present camera 
cannot take flash snapshots 






to learn. Start soon to 





enjoy this wonderful new 





look at this simple flash camera 


The Brownie Hawkeye is the world’s most popular 
flash camera. Over 5,000,000 now in use. Simple to 





world of picture taking — 
with flash. 












operate—the lens is pre-focused for you at the 






factory. Gives you crisp, clear black-and-white 





e 
et 

pos pictures indoors or out, day or night—thrilling 
full-color pictures, too 
BROWNIE HAWKEYE CAMERA $7.95 Fiasholder $4.50 
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Canadian Kodak Co., Limited 


Toronto 9, Ontario 


ithout notice 
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“The dope habit to youngsters has the appeal of a cult or 


secret rite. Hundreds of addicts die before thev’re thirtw” 


Canadian soldiers on their return from 
Korea 
Recently Detective Mead saw i 
iman and two known women addicts 
enter a house in the drug zone He 
followed them and caught the women 
n the act of injecting themselves with 
heroin. He found a quantity of heroin 
vrapped in a piece of toilet paper 
iden in the cuff of a coat belonging 
to one of the women. In the seaman’s 
quarters on a ship in the harbor Mead 
found a contraceptive sheath stuffed 
th heroin and wrapped in more toilet 
paper. A torn edge of the paper Mead 
found in the coat cuff matched a torn 
edge of the paper wrapped around the 
sheath. On this evidence the seaman 
vas convicted of trafficking 
Che seaman had smuggled a con 
ignment of heroin and the two women 
iddicts were testing a sample. Had 
t been found satisfactory the seaman 
vould have been introduced to traf- 
fickers who could afford the tens 
of thousands of dollars he wanted for 
he rest 
Contraceptive sheaths are used al 
st invariably for holding large quan 
tities of drugs because they are elasti 
ind waterproof 
The last big dealers trapped in 
Vancouver by an RCMP undercover 
man were two brothers, John and 
George Mallock In 1952 an RCMP 
igent posed for weeks as a big-time 
American narcotics operator. His find- 
ngs resulted in the arrest of the Mal- 
locks on charges of conspiracy and 
trafficking in drugs. William Seminick, 
who was shot last year, was known to 
he an associate of the Mallocks 
Che Mallocks raised forty thousand 
dollars bail--and then jumped it. 
George was picked up in New York 
last March, brought back to Vancou- 
ver, and sentenced to a total of twenty- 
one years on various charges. John, 
last seen in Mexico City, is still missing 
But the day-by-day contact of police 
with the drug traffic is among those 
most pitiable of lawbreakers, the ad- 
dicts themselves. The addict buys his 
doses in the form of “shots” in a 
cellulose capsule the size of a grain 


of rice 

[he capsules are wrapped in silver 
foil Che retailing peddlers buy the 
capsules for about three dollars each 
ind sell them for five dollars each 
Sometimes they make up bargain 
package of five capsules and sell it for 
twenty dollars This is always con 
tained in a small rubber balloon 
Whenever they venture out to meet 
in addict they carry the separate 
capsules or bargain balloons in their 
mouths : 

If they ire approached by police 
they immediately swallow capsules and 
balloons and recover them later. When 
iddicts have made a purchase they too 
pop the drugs into their mout's. Police 
who nab addicts or pedc'er; always 
thrust their fingers into the suspect’s 
mouth to try to grab the drugs before 
they are swallowed 

Peddlers and addicts make contact 
cautiously. Sometimes the addict goes 
to a café where he knows a_ peddler 
hangs out He says to the peddle 
‘Do vou have?”’ When the latter nods 
he puts up one to five fingers to indicate 
the number of capsules he wants. The 
peddler takes the capsules from his 
mouth and passes them to the addict 
under the table. The addict pays, puts 
the drugs in his mouth and slinks away 

Some peddlers operate in cars. They 
cruise around the drug zone with the 
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goods in their mouths until they are 
flagged by a known addict. Then they 
stop, open the window an inch, and 
make the sale Doors on their cars 
are locked to prevent the police from 
pouncing on them and dragging them 
out. 

Lately, to avoid increasing police 
vigilance, addicts who trust their 
peddlers have paid for slips of paper 
bearing a telephone number in code. 
Addicts call this number, give their 
name, and say where they'll be at a 
specified time. An intermediary relays 
the message to a second number. From 
the address of the second number the 
peddler drives out to meet the addict. 
There are even peddlers who, in re- 
sponse to a telephone call relayed 
through two or three different numbers, 
will deliver drugs to an address 

Still another method is the cache. At 
the foot of fire hydrants, and hydro 
poles, under flights of steps, handrails 
and loose curbstones, and even in hotel 
fire-alarm bells, toilet flush tanks and 
potted plants, the peddler hides drugs 
in single capsules and balloons. Addicts 
pay for a slip of paper locating the 
cache in code and then pick the drugs 
up at their convenience 


Tempted To Try Drugs 


Into Vancouver's police court dock 
last November trailed five typical 
addicts. One was a man of twenty- 
eight with wasted, wolfish features and 
long blond hair, wearing a dirty macki- 
naw, stained summer trousers and 
broken shoes. Then came a nineteen- 
year-old boy in a dirty windbreaker 
and peg-leg trousers. His frightened 
eyes bulged and his droopy mouth 
slobbered. Number Three was a 
pimpled, rouged and powdered blonde 
of twenty-two, who once had been 
pretty. Her companion was a sullen 
flat-faced woman of thirty in slattern’s 
clothes. Fifth was an old Chinese, 
relatively well - dressed, fumbling 
shamefacedly with his hat 

All had been caught in the act of 
doping themselves in the Chinese’s 
room in one of the cheap hotels of 
Vancouver's “drug zone.”” They had 
all been to jail before and all went 


iz ain Che patterns of their back- 
grounds were monotonously similar 

The white prisoners had been raised 
in unhappy homes and had developed 
into juvenile delinquents. In their 
eens they had started hanging around 
cafés frequented by criminals who took 
drugs. Eventually curiosity and bra- 
vado tempted them to try drugs too. 

The old Chinese was one of many 
lonely men of his race who permit 
addicts to use their rooms, often in 
return for female favors. 

“Addiction nearly always begins,” 
says Detective Mead of the Vancouver 
drug squad, “in a criminal environ- 
ment. The youngsters get to know 
thieves and prostitutes and begin to 
regard them as heroes and heroines. 
Then they start imitating them. When 
they first take drugs it’s rather like a 
boy taking his first cigarette. They do 
it to show off.”’ 

As director of a narcotics survey for 
the University of British Columbia 
Dr. George H. Stevenson of Vancouver 
has studied hundreds of addicts’ case 
histories during the past two years 
He says: ““The habit appears to hold 
out to youngsters the appeal of a cult 
It has about it the fascination of a 
secret rite, an outlawed fellowship.” 

Detective Rex Cray of the Van- 
couver narcotics squad has estimated 
that every addict, in his lifetime, makes 
an average of four more addicts 
Prison records show that very few 
addicts live beyond the age of fifty 
Hundreds die before they reach thirty 
of pneumonia, tuberculosis and infec- 
tious diseases arising from malnutrition 
and exposure. 

Occasionally addicts are drawn from 
unexpected quarters. One woman 
addict on the streets of Vancouver 
today is the daughter of a wealthy 
grocer. Another was the wife of a 
highly paid executive. 

After several years of happily mar- 
ried life and the birth of two children 
she took to frequenting taverns with a 
woman friend her husband disapproved 
of. She became addicted to heroin and 
soon had to. practice prostitution 
secretly to get money for drugs. She 
finally served several jail terms 

Each time she came out of jail her 
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husband met her in his car, bought her 
handsome gifts and spent large sums 
trying to rehabilitate her But she 
always went back to the dope. She 
died last summer at twenty-nine 

Dr. Stevenson says that some ad- 
dicts start by taking a “‘fix,”’ as an 
injection of heroin is called, only at 
week ends or before a party Such 
people are known to other addicts as 
“‘joypoppers.”’ Dr. Stevenson has 
encountered some former loggers who 
had been introduced to heroin as 
means of curing raging hang-overs that 
resulted from drinking bouts when they 
came out of the bush. Presently, on 
their visits to town, the loggers were 
patronizing drug peddlers instead of 
liquor stores. 

“Sooner or later,’ says Stevenson 
“all ‘joypoppers’ become confirmed 
addicts and are no longer able to work 


Women Have Little Choice 


Vancouver's addicts are two thirds 
men and one third women. They com 
prise Canadians, Europeans, Chinese, 
Japanese, East Indians, American 
Indians and Negroes in fairly even 
proportion to the total representation 
of these races in the city. 

Three or four times a day they take a 
grain of heroin, pour it out of the 
capsule into a teaspoon and add a little 
water. Under the teaspoon they hold 
a match until the powder dissolves and 
the water is at blood heat. The mixture 
is next sucked up into an eye-dropper 
Into the eye-dropper they then insert a 
hypodermic needle. They push the 
needle into a vein in their forearm and 
squeeze the rubber top of the eye 
dropper. In a few minutes all their 
worries vanish. Stevenson says: “They 
become completely relaxed. They just 
sit and yawn and smile and talk and 
listen to the radio and glow 

To pay the high cost of dope . or en 
addicts have little choice but prostitu- 
tion Because they lose their looks 
rapidly they are soon in the lowest 
bracket of the profession. As their fees 
fall they become more and more im- 
portunate in soliciting. In the drug 
zone lodging houses, largely inhabited 
by single men, it is common to see a 
notice hanging outside bedroom doors 
which reads: ‘“‘Do Not Knock.”’ This is 
an injunction to the drug-addicted 
prostitutes who go around the lodging 
houses all day tapping on doors in the 
hope of finding a client 

For the men the problem of finance 
is particularly difficult. As a class they 
tend to be young and, though boastful 
fundamentally timid. Generally they 
are shoplifters, housebreakers and 
sneak thieves 

A recent RCMP report explains that 
receivers of stolen goods rarely pay 
more than a third of the value of any 
article. Most male addicts therefore 
have to steal around forty-five dollars 
worth of property a day to get the 
fifteen dollars they need for their three 
“fixes.” That means that each one 
needs to steal more than sixteen thou 
sand dollars worth of property a year 
to keep himself in dope 

This brings the total of theft by male 
addicts in Canada to thirty-eight mil 
Adding to this the eight 
women 


lion dollars 
million dollars derived by 
addicts from prostitution indicates an 
annual loss to Canada of forty-six 
million dollars, with Vancouver's share 
standing at more than eighteen million 
dollars 

If an addict has been unable to beg, 
borrow or steal funds to buy dope and 
has to go without it he starts trembling, 
sweating, shivering and vomiting. For 
days he can’t keep food or liquids down 
Alcohol is anathema to him. He suffers 
chronic insomnia 

In prison addicts going through this 
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withdrawal period suffer so much that 
they are given other drugs to help them 
over it Distress resulting from the 
withdrawal of drugs sometimes lasts 
several months 

Even after years in prison with no 
access to drugs most addicts resume the 
habit when they are released Dr 
Stevenson says: “I have reached the 
conclusion that the only hope of curing 
iddicts lies in psychological treatment 
during confinement. 

Some idea of the horror imposed on 
iddicts by their vice may be gleaned 
from the experience of two police 
officers who tailed one young male 
addict all day 

They picked up his trail around eight 
o'clock in the morning He was so 
jumpy that it was evident he had not 
saved from the previous night the 
usual awakening “‘fix.’’ Pretty soon it 
was clear he was also out of funds. He 
began idling restlessly along the aisles 
of department stores. 

All morning he wandered through 
store after store without seeing an 
opportunity to steal. He wore scanty 
clothes and between stores he was 
soaked by pouring rain. All afternoon 
he went on, becoming more and more 
shaky and occasionally pausing over a 
gutter to retch 


He Never Stopped Screaming 


When the department stores closed 
he had not eaten, nor had he paused. He 
was trembling violently. There were 
tears in his eyes. He kept pausing out- 
side lighted small stores that were still 
open, obviously hoping for some op- 
portunity to hold them up. But the 
chance never came 

Finally, whimpering and weaving, 
he began peeping in the women’s sec- 
tions of taverns. Around nine o’clock 
he saw a prostitute whom he evidently 
knew. The woman took one look at 
him, beckoned him in, and lent him 
some money 

The young addict then shot out in 
search of a peddler. Two hours later he 
found one, was caught in the act of 
making a purchase, and arrested. In 
jail that night he never stopped scream- 


ing 
In the words of the latest RCMP 
annual report: ““The cycle of periodic 


arrest, subsequent conviction and im- 
prisonment of the addict has failed to 
make any appreciable progress toward 
correcting this situation and it would 
seem that any real hope for positive 
long-term results can only be achieved 
by the combined efforts of medical, 
social and enforcement bodies.” 

A movement is afoot in Vancouver to 
concentrate on cure rather than on 
prosecution. If there is no demand for 
drugs, it is pointed out, the criminals 
will be put out of business 

Two years ago the Vancouver Com 
munity Chest and Council urged the 
government to establish clinics at which 
addicts would undergo psychological 
treatment while being supplied free, or 
at a nominal charge, with an ever 
decreasing dosage of heroin until they 
had conquered the habit This plan 
has been supported by the Vancouver 
Province and the Vancouver Sun and 
is now under consideration by the 
provincial government But it em- 
bodies principles that were tried out in 
the United States thirty years ago 
with disastrous results 

During the five-year narcotics epi- 
demic between 1920 and 1925 more 
than forty U. S. cities opened clinics 


where drugs were sold to registered 
addicts for as little as two cents a grain 
The theory was that the addicts would 
eventually be cured through drug with 
drawal in easy stages and the criminal 
traffickers would lose their trade 

What actually happened, according 
to a recent U. S. government report, 
was that addicts registered at the 
clinics obtained more drugs than they 
required and sold them to others who 
did not dare visit the clinics for fear of 
being picked up for outstanding crimi 
nal charges. Addicts had non-addict 
friends and relatives register at the 
clinics to get more drugs, which they 
disposed of to illegal peddlers 

Prescriptions were forged; dosage 
sheets were tampered with; false 
documents were sold; a business mush 
roomed in the sale of registration cards 
and the conduct of many clinics was 
hampered by local politics and cor 
ruption. 

Every city with a clinic was invaded 
by addicts from other cities. Wherever 
there was a clinic crime increased 

Finally the American Medical As 
sociation brought the clinics to an end 
with these words: 

“‘Any method of treatment for nar 
cotic drug addiction, whether private, 
institutional, official or governmental 
which permits the addicted person to 
dose himself with drugs placed in his 
hands for self-administration is an 
unsatisfactory treatment of addicts, 
begets deception, extends the abuse of 
the habit-forming narcotic drugs, and 
causes an increase in crime.” 

The report also noted that not one of 
the forty clinics recorded a cure. 

The report included an addendum 
written by R. S. S. Wilson, a former 
superintendent of the RCMP He 
expressed alarm at Canadian proposals 
to establish distribution clinics 

Wilson held that the high price of 
drugs, occasioned by strict controls, 
was a better deterrent to a prospective 
addict than drugs sold at candy prices 
by the government The immediate 
menace, he said, was contagion, which 
would continue as long as addicts were 
at large. He asked for committal of all 
addicts to institutions on certification 
by three doctors 

The committal would be for ten 
years During the early stages the 
addict would go through the with 
drawal treatment and then be given 
psychological therapy. The emphasis 
would be on mental cure and there 
would be no suggestion of punishment 

After one year addicts who showed 
promise of recovery would be released 
on parole to outside employment 
Parole would continue for the duration 
of the ten-year period. In the event of 
two lapses on parole the addict would 
be classified as incurable and sent for 
life to a special institution reserved for 
such cases 

And what about the traffickers? 
British Columbia’s Liberal Senator 
Nancy Hodges said recently: “Stronger 
punishment than a fourteen-year jail 
term is needed for higher-ups in the 
drug traffic. They are potential mur 
derers of men’s souls.”’ 

In Toronto two eminent religious 
men carried the senator’s thinking a 
step further. Rabbi Abraham Feinberg 
and the Rev. John Kelly, professor of 
philosophy at St. Michael’s College 
agreed that the role of the drug traf 
fickers was homicidal, as Vancouver's 
bitter experience seems to show. There 
fore, they urged publicly, the punish 
ment for this offense should be death. *® 
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After me evening or suct ls I 
gere Ss while said to nin It sound 
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Once emelir is the st lear it 
his mind, he keeps writing the episode 
until it is completed He speaks tne 
dialogue, taking the character of eacl 
member of the famuy He laughs 
gleefully it the jokes ind in tende! 
or dramatic moment, he weeps 

Lemelin’s downtown office is 
same building as his bank He s 
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f the future rights to whatever may 
come from the book But Lemelin 
epurchased these rights, and he has 
etained full rights to everything else 
e has written 

His second book, Les Plouffe, was 
twice as long as Au Pied de la Pente 
Douce, and the publisher was fearful 
ibout printing a book to sel) at double 
the price of the first one. Then Lemelin 
engineered a feat that has made every 
Canadian writer's mouth water In 
1948 he went to a Quebec City text 
book printer, Louis Belisle, and made 

deal with him to print 24,000 copies 
it a cost to Lemelin of seventy-five 
ents a copy 

Lemelin then sold the whole edition 
to the Montreal publisher, Beauchemin 
or $1.25 His earnings on 24,000 
copies ordinarily would be $6,000. By 
irranging his own printing Lemelin 
made $12,000. And since, in effect, he 
bought the printed books from Belisle 
ind then sold them to Beauchemin at 

profit of fifty cents a book the whole 
leal was capital gain and Lemelin was 
not required to pay tax on his profit 

When Lemelin’s income soared wit! 
radio and television contracts he formed 


two companies—Les Entreprises Roger 


Lemelin, based on his TV work, and 
Les Productions du Buisson, based on 
is radio scripts Both companies 


ngage in other enterprises such as 
his novels, real estate, investments, the 
igsaw puzzles, resale of TV scripts 
which are published in a French-lan 
guage magazine in Montreal. Lemelin 
draws a weekly salary of one hundred 
ind fifty dollars from each of his com 
panies The device—perfectly legal 
enables him to spread his tax over 
i period of years, for he does not expect 
to remain a radio and television script 
writer for more than two or three years 
It does not permit him to take anything 
n nontaxable capital gain, however 
Lemelin, at six feet and a hundred 
ind eighty pounds, is a handsome man 
with black hair, brown eyes, and an 
open face matured by a black mus 


tache People who meet him for the 


first time usually find him cocksure and 


ynceited. The impression rarely out 
sts a second meeting. His aggressive 
1anner comes from his role as_ the 
f terrible of French-Canadian let 
ters A recent “‘open letter’ n the 
Montreal magazine Vraie signed by 
Rolland Lorraine ind 
Ovide Plouffe complained that the 
iracter of Ovide held up Frenct 


Canadian intellectuals to ridicule. Says 


iddressed to 


Lemelin of this type of critic 
Chey recognize themselves in Ovide 


Plouffe They have a feeling of in 
riority about the real value of Frencl 
Canadians as a people and they try 
mitate the French when they go 

to France, try to pass themselves off 
French people nstead of Frencl 


Canadians.” 

Meanwhile Lemelin wr ips himself uj 
n his characters and their problems 
He is anxious that they be understood 
ind liked by English people as well as 
French, for he thinks that they honestly 
represent real French Canadians 

It is an unspoken dream at CBC as 
Fugere and 
Plouffe 
Family may cross the border to re 


vell as with Charland 
Lemelin that one day The 


stream of cultural propa 
ganda that thus far is notably one 


erse the 


sided However there have been no 
U.S. queries as yet 

But there is plenty of evidence t 
show the grip the shows have upon 
Canadians. Last summer Lemelin was 
on a fishing trip When the guide 
learned that he was connected with the 
Plouffes, he begged Lemelin 

“Send that poor old Theophile up 
here. He never catches anything but 
smelt I'll take him to a five-pound 


trout.”’ 


MACLEAN'S MAGAZINE, 








FEBRUARY 





EVEREADY 


FLASHLIGHT BATTERIES 


Come of the Reasons why. .. 


wey 





SPORT— Likes being kidded ACTUARIAL TYPE—K nows that INCENDIARY BOMB N forgets 
about his shiner which really accidents at night happ« Oo matches but always forge ot fresl 
was caused by doorknob only one in two hundred batteries tor the household flashlight 
Enjoys ‘living dangerously believes he’s among the other Thougl model ousckeepe she 
and does—without fresh 199. He is—but one of these endangers he ome 

batteries in his flashlight days—POW ! uses an ! he } 





TRAVELLER Never drive at MRS. PROUDLY Accidents WHAT'S YOUR REASON? Ii 
ight so who needs batteries happen to he too we ‘ itl k ome here ‘ 
Got marooned in storm one But accidents do happen to h reason fo ‘ , 

lay, spent the night memoriz- of peopl mn the dark Lowe gl f< 

ng old flashlight provert - accident insurance t e wi 1isa onglite hve ' 


Better be safe than sorry flashligt flas gl 


buy flashlight batteries... 


And there’s only one reason 
why vou should remember to buy flashlight 
batteries—for safety’s sake. There's no sub- 
stitute for a flashlight with its safe, powerful 
beam of light. Check your flashlight now, 


while you think of it. You may 


WEREAD 


nec d it TRAGE-maensd 
tonight! Keep flashlights in your home and 
and keep ‘em loaded 


asniign itteries yuaranteec 
Flashlight B g 1 


£ -MARK in your car with 
“Eveready 


leakproof performance plus long life. 


HEavy put’ 
LEAK PROOF 
BATTERY 


The Leakproof Batteries that Last! 
eready Nine I " and the Cat Sym are gistered sde-marh fi ben d 
NATIONAL CARB 


ON COMPANY 





You never get a ‘dud’ with 
/~ “Eveready” Photoflash Batteries 


For dependable flash use “Eveready” Photoflash Batteries 


They're specifically designed to give both essential features 





‘ 1] 
curren and Sua y 


Photoflash 


of efficient flash operation high peak 


long service life. And there are “Eveready 
Batteries for every t pe and size of photofiash equipment 


available to amateur and professional today 
—e 


} 1955 a/ 








The Squalid Mess 
in Indo-China 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 





’ iu I icuation 
i these trooy to North Viet Nam was 
complete only two 
dred thousand had been moved 
re had faded into the lands« ipe 
th their small arn 


(“ommuniust I ( ilready riven 


KAPUSKASING 


Q 





proof, too, of their political strength 
Early last fall as the 
exchange of troops was just beginning 


n the south 
the Viet Minh withdrew from some 
parts of central Viet Nam before French 
Union troops were ready to take over 
When the 


irrive they were met by hostile civilian 


French Union forces did 


mobs who sometimes threw rocks at 
them. On one such occasion the Frencl 
Union troops opened fire and killed 
eighty people. After that, the Inter 
national Supervisory Commission a1 


ranged to send a mobile team alon, 


with any detachment taking over an 


Iwo cities — on 1 ( 
l centre — thor o| tl 
ceful, shining airliners carrying the M 
t sthis: he t} resem t TC \ 
nihcance It eans trade. ¢ ¢ 
Kapuskasing, Medicine Hat, Yarmout} 
le means of reaching right ind tl 
T duce the themse Ives | ive cess ft 
hrough precise ind regula S he lules ( 
perity and this aid to commerce is one of T¢ 


irea in sin tar circumstances. The mere 
presence of an outside observer put 
enough restraint on both sides to 
prevent any further outbreaks. But all 
these incidents combine to give an 
ominous picture of the future in South 
Viet Nam 

North Viet Nam is equally ominous 
n the opposite way There, the Com 
munist Viet Minh is in complete 
control. Its wooden-faced little soldiers 
swarm in the streets of Hanoi, waving 
their Russian Sten-type guns with a 
nonchalance that scares the innocent 
bystander. At first they used to enjoy 
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chivvying foreigners off the sidewalk at 
bayonet point; after the Internationa 
Commission protested to Viet Minl 
authorities this pastime was forbid 
s allowed to forget 


den, but nobody 
that the Communists and their army 
are in charge 

Before they’d been in Hanoi a ful 
fortnight they had started classes t« 
indoctrinate the people in communism 
Press and assembly are controlled 
matter of course It is very difficult 
to imagine the northern half of Viet 
Nam electing anything but a solid blo 
of Communists next year elections 
ire held 

In the rest of Indo-China the outloo! 
is not quite so dark from the free 
world’s point of view. Laos and Cam 
bodia, the sleepy little toy kingdoms o 
the interior, are so quiet compared t 
Viet Nam that they look relatively 
stable. In neither country are the 
Communists strong: Cambodia de 
feated an invading force of Viet Minl 
in the field, and Laos ended the war 
with only two provinces held by the 
Communist-dominated ‘‘Free Laotian’ 
movement. But even Laos and Can 
bodia are not quite as securely on ou 
side as they appear 

Laos, for example, spent last autum 
without a government The prime 
minister resigned after the defense 
minister was assassinated at a dinne) 
party in the foreign minister’s house 
ind the retiring prime minister had 
hard time finding anyone else to take 
on the job. Laotian politic S are prim 
tive but complicated. There is no party 
system; parliament is an aggregation o! 
individuals loosely grouped around or 
standing personalities, and the govern 
ment is a family compact Kins 
Sisavong Vong has been reigning since 
1905, which makes him long-distance 
champion among contemporary mon 
irchs, but he is a gouty old soul wh« 
spends half of each year in France 
taking the waters 

Lush, green, smiling Cambodia looks 
like a land of slumber and of peace, but 

plump young King Norodom Siha 
nouk rules by decree in a “‘state of 


emergency Parliament has been dis 
assemblies of more than five 
prohibited. The Cambodiar 
tl 


politician who is most likely to win the 


solved; 


people are 


election planned for this year is a mar 
vho only lately emerged from the 


1e spent several years as 


His name is Son Ngo 


jungle where 
rebel in arms 
Thanh; he is not a Communist, but he 
s an opportunist who collaborate: 
happily with the Japanese and 
thought to be equally amenable to tl 
Viet Minh 

Cambodian rebels are not necessaril 
Communist, either 
the bands who followed Chinese w 


lords two and three decades gO but 
they too have in eye to the mau 
chance Chey were demob ed afte 
the Geneva conference, ostensibly, bu 
nobody is sO nalve is to suppose t 


Cambodian rebels have been disarmed 
Laos and Cambodia are so backward 


ind primitive that their affairs are ir 


the hands of very few people lhe 
million Laotians and the four milli 
Cambodians compete ft tis nott 
icetive i verb for the distinction ¢ 
peing the laziest peo le in the world 
ind the Cambodians win by nose I 
Cambodia it’s a day’s work for a grow1 


man to stand, lead rope in hand, and 


tend a grazing water buffalo Not 
people to start a Communist re lut 


but not people to stop one, either 

It’s not hard to imagine a small Con 
munist group displacing the small 
group that now runs Laos and Can 
bodia, as easily as Pizarro and his six 
hundred Spaniards displaced the In« 
in Peru The 
drowsing beside its fishing poles anc 


apathet ic peasantry 


water buffalo, mig! 


it not even notice 
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Even without a political or military 
onquest, a Communist Viet Nam 
vould have strong means of persua- 
on against the little inland neighbors 

et Nam already collects, at the port 
f Saigon, all the customs and excise 
revenue which is the chief government 
ncome of all three states. Viet Nam is 
supposed to share out this revenue on a 
per capita basis. In fact, the Vietna- 
mese have been very slothful about dis 
tributing this money. Geography alone 
ndicates that Viet Nam would always 
have this kind of stranglehold on the 
small and almost landlocked mon- 
irchies of the interior 

Dark as is the outlook for Indo- 
(nina diehards 
French colonials seem bent on making 


some among. the 
t even darker 

France has not yet withdrawn from 
Indo-China. A French general signed 
the Geneva agreements for Laos and 
for Viet Nam; Laos and Cambodia both 
iave treaties of alliance with France, 
nd all three countries are still members 
f the French Union (though nobody in 
ny land is quite sure what that 
neans). French policy is to get out of 
he whole region as fast as 1s consistent 

th honor and common sense, but 
some Frenchmen seem to think even 
now that nothing has changed since 
Qg 


Suspect French Colonials 


In Laos, whether through incom- 
netence or deliberate malice, they did 
1 lot to impede and discredit the Inter- 
national Supervisory Commission. At 
the outset, while the commission had 
no transport and was still looking 

iinly for decent living quarters, the 
French 
plaints which they demanded the com- 
Later, 
when the commission was ready to do 
so but relied on the French for air 
aircraft seemed oddly un- 


produced a deluge of com 


mission investigate instantly 


transport 
tilable 
On one occasion the commission 
isked for helicopters, the only means 
access to many remote \ illages where 
olations of the armistice were re- 
yorted. The French said they couldn't 
The commission got into 
Washington and 
Washing- 


spare any 
lirect touch with 
renewed the request there 
yn sent back the answer: “Sure, we'll 
be glad to help you——but what are you 
loing with the sixteen helicopters we 
ive you already?”’ Enquiry revealed 
it the commission’s request had 
never even been sent on to the re 
sponsible authorities in the French 
Union forces 
In Viet Nam, French colonials were 
suspected of backing the dissident 
Chief of Staff, General Nguyen Van 
Hinh, in his defiance of Prime Minister 
Diem Hinh is a French citizen, a 
lonel in the French air force; he is 
ried to a Frenchwoman, and prefers 
speak French rather than Vietna- 
ese even to his Vietnamese servants 
Hinh defied Prime Minister Diem 
x three months, from early Septem 
er to early December He didn’t 
dmit, of course, that he had French 
pport--he was just a Vietnamese 
atriot, he said. But one Saturday in 
November the United States ambas 
sador in Saigon called upon the French 
commanding general with a_ private 
The French would have to 
stop intriguing the Diem 
Government, or take the consequences 
from Washington. A few weeks later 
Bao Dai summoned General Hinh to 
I rance 


ultimatum 
igainst 


where he had refused to go 
when Diem sent him) and removed him 
from his post as Chief of Staff 

Why should the French be interested 
in promoting the rebellion of a Vietna 
mese general? Diem’s supporters have 


an answer 





Ihe French are trying to discredit 
us,’’ said one of Diem’s senior officials 
to prove to the Americans that we are 
incompetent, and that U. S. dollars for 
Viet Nam should still be entrusted to 
the French.”’ 

In Communist Hanoi, on the othe 
hand, French officials argue that the 
sensible thing is to forget about Diem 
ind South Viet Nam accept a Com 
munist victory there as inevitable 
and start now making contact with the 
Communist Viet Minh Chey would 
like to “build a bridge between East 
and West here,’”’ some of them say 
virtuously; others explain more can 
didly that they’d like to make some 
kind of deal with the Communists to 
protect what's left of the French invest 
ment in Indo-China. They admit quit« 
frankly that the reason they don’t start 
now, “‘building a bridge’ on their own 
is the fear of annoying the Americans 
and losing U.S. aid 

Looking at this squalid mess, the 
visitor soon develops a cynical detach- 
ment Between the smooth-tongued 
smooth - handed incompetents  wh« 
wield power on the south side of the 
17th parallel and the hard hostile men 
who are building a Communist regime 
on the north side, it’s easy to say 
plague o’ both your houses.”’ 

What changed the whole picture in 
my own mind, from grim farce to 
sit to the 


human tragedy, was a vi 
camps at Bien Hoa 


refugee 
miles from Saigon 


twenty 
These were the 
new permanent settlements for about 
twenty-eight 
namese Christians, half a million in all 


thousand of the Viet 
who have fled from the 
dictatorship in North Viet Nam 

srother 


was the 


Communist 


By coincidence a Canadiar 
Bernard Samuel, of Montrea 
first white man I met there. With three 
other Canadians of the Order of St 
John of God, Brother Bernard works 
is a nurse in the so-called “‘hospital.”’ 
It is a dreary collection of barracks 
that the French used as a concentra 
tion camp for political prisoners. It 
contains about three hundred patients 
who lie side by side on long concrete 
Brother 


workers move 


platforms like cow stables 
Bernard and his fellow 
among them with a rather artificial 
good cheer——with few drugs, no money 
and not enough food there isn’t much 
they can do, and the patients know it 

Yet there are few complaints, either 
in the “hospital” or in the tents and 
shacks, strung out along eight miles of 
highway, which make up the refugee 
settlement 
daily dole of twelve 
thirty-six cents at the 


hese people live on a 
plastres apiece 
official rate 
which will buy only a subsistence ration 
of rice, not enough proteins and greens 
to prevent the deficiency diseases that 
ire spreading among them. Their tents 
and straw huts look all right in dry 
weather, but during the rains some 
camps were knee deep in water and 
the people slept in puddles Yet the 
Vietnamese Christians are full of faith 
hope and energy 

I watched some of them « learing the 
brush, leveling and measuring land 
setting out foundations for homes to 


replac e their tents and lean >» Shanties 


Through an interpreter I asked the 
obvious questions 

How could twenty eight thousand 
people live off this scrubby land”? 

We are artisans, not farmers said 
an elderly man from Haiphong It’s 
building here Most 
of us are cabinetmakers and carpen 
ters We hope the G 
build us a sawmill to make our raw 


material, also a silk mill 


i town we ire 
vernment will 


| where the 
women and children can work Chen 
we can earn a living.” 
Meanwhile were they getting enougl 
‘The Ge 


yvernment and the Fathers 
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e us food Actually 
nent pu ip the money 
ntly the priests do 
tributing Some 
yey when we came, and we share 
Why had they come here in the first 
Te 
We ire Catholu We 
Comn vouldn’t let us 
elig We came so that 
, up our children in our 
Cheoretically, by terms of the 


e signed at Gene 


e had to move Article 14 ‘ 


their democratic libertie 








the buying 
of us had a little 


i, they 


the Govern 
but 


faith.’ 


citizens in both the zones of partition work; priests to take 

jut I had already heard, in Commu- laboring jobs to earn a living, and have 
nist-held Hanoi, how the Communist little time for the normal 

Viet Minh interpret that stipulation. pastor. Finally, 


True, the practice of Christianity is 
not specifically forbidden. Churches 
are open; the clergy are not imprisoned 
Sut I was told by a Vietnamese priest 


that they are forbidden to speak to have been closed 
authorities didn’t order them shut, but 
did order them to teach the Communist 
curriculum. Since this includes instruc- 


parishioners except during church serv 
ices People are afraid to come to 
church because they think, no doubt 


rightly, that it makes them suspect tion in atheism and 
Also, the Communist authorities do not terialism, it was impossible for Catholic 
recognize a priest’s duties as useful teachers to follow So 
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their schools, in many villages the only 
schools in existence 

There are about two million Chris 
tians in Viet Nam, almost all Catholics 
and almost all in the north One 
reason why only a quarter have escaped 
to the south is that escape is made 
difficult Article 14 of the Geneva 
agreement expressly provides that civil 
ians wishing to move from one zone 
to the other “shall be permitted and 
helped to do so by the authorities in 
that district."”, But Canadians on the 
International Supervisory Commission 
find it strangely difficult to prove vio 
lations of this article in the armistice 

Plenty of violations have been re 
ported, but the pattern of events is 
always the same: 

First, there is a delay. Indian and 
Canadian members are ready to go 
immediately to investigate the com 
plaint, but each investigating team 
must have a man from each of the 
three nations on the commission. By 
an odd coincidence, the Pole is always 
unable to start at once. Often ten days 
or two weeks go by before the com 
mission team gets to the place named 
in the complaint 

Once there, they always find the 
same thing Not only are there no 
grievances against the Viet Minh, there 
are a great many “‘petitions’’—all in 
strangely similar phraseology —against 
the French or the priests or both. From 
a Vietnamese priest whose parish is 
deep in Viet Minh territory I learned 
how these tableaux are arranged I 
didn’t meet the priest myself—I was 
warned that if I were to interview him, 
he’d be in danger of arrest and even 
execution as a spy But here is his 
story at second hand: 

When a complaint is made, someone 
from the Viet Minh arrives in the 
village —often this is the only way the 
villagers learn that a complaint has 
been made on their behalf. The people 
are called together and get very explicit 
instructions. No one must speak any 
thing but Vietnamese to the Inter 
national Commission The commis- 
sion brings its own interpreters, but 
they after all are Vietnamese who will 
have to live with the Viet Minh after 
the commission has gone home. Those 
villagers who can write are told to sign 
the petitions accusing the French and 
the priests of coercion and blackmail 
Individuals are selected, instructed and 
rehearsed in oral testimony supporting 
the written petitions When all is 
ready, the International Supervisory 
Commission team arrives and the hear 
ing is held 

Stories like this make you realize 
why so many Americans doubt that the 
International Supervisory Commission 
can ever do more than weave a thin 
cloak of respectability for what goes 
on in Indo-China. They help to explain 
American suspicions of a supervised 
election next year. And the plight of 
the Christian refugees helps you realize 
why Americans don’t go along with the 
“‘realistic’’ French and write off South 
Viet Nam now 

As a matter of fact Americans are 
a lot more “realistic”? than the French 
think they are They are realistic 
enough to know, for one thing, that 
no government could survive anywhere 
in a free Indo-China unless it is unmis 
takably anti-French. They are realistic 
enough to know that French colonial 
policy in the past thirty or forty years 
has driven most Vietnamese nation 
alists—-who include almost all Viet 
namese of any ability and character 

willy-nilly into the Communist camp 

It is not because of naive illusions 
that Americans are trying to prop up 
the non-Communist governments of 
Indo-China It’s because this is the 
only alternative to giving in now with 
out a struggle. * 


MAGAZINE, FEBRUARY 1, 1955 





seaeeeeeeeeeeeseeceeseeeeeeeeeeeeceeooeceseeseeeeeeseseseeeeee | 


IN 
THE EDITORS’ 
CONFIDENCE 


eeeaeeeeeseeoeeeeeeeeoeesceseescesceeceeeceeseeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeee 





when you care enough fo send the very best 





Rain or Shine... 


One of the nicest things about subscrib 





On Nov. 15, A self-portrait. The modest Grassic/ 


first 


1936, we published Bert 


cartoon. has sold thousands of his drawings ing to Maclean’s is that you are sure that 


Backstage 


( rrassick ’s 


no matter what the weather—winter or 


summer your copy of Maclean's is de 


After Nineteen Years Backstage (ree SPECIAL OFFER: 1 phe. Blue spruce and 2 (ki 


Evergrees Seed $1.0 i paid 
FE RK E BIG 164 PAGE SEED AND 
NURSERY BOOK FOR 1955 


11) | ATCO: Sires 
DOMINION SEED HOUSE 
CEORGETOWN. ONT 





Let Maclean's continue to entertain vou 


T IS IMPOSSIBLE to work in 


without Renew your subscrip 


mthese offices very long and your family. 
being made gently aware of an Un- 
seen Presence lurking somewhere in 
the background. We refer to the man 
who draws the cartoons for Back- 
stage at Ottawa and for Parade. He 
is so modest that he doesn’t sign his 
name to his own work, so retiring 
that in the past decade he has only 
been into our offices three or four 
times. But for the last nineteen years 
he has had an average of three car- 
toons in every single issue of this 
magazine. His name is Bert Grassick. 

We asked Grassick to drop in the 
other day and he agreed, somewhat 
reluctantly, to be interviewed. He 


tion at least six weeks before it expires. 











He never barks 


As he looks today. 
but his pencil will sometimes bite 


told us that, although he has been 
drawing the cartoons for Backstage 
at Ottawa since 1936, he only got 
around to meeting Blair Fraser, our 
Ottawa editor, last year. He never 
did meet any of Fraser’s predecessors. 

Grassick, who has never had an 
art lesson, is the most prolific car- 
toonist we know. His total produc- 
tion runs into tens of thousands of 
drawings. In addition to his regular 
features for Maclean’s he often does 


He draws a daily cartoon for the 
Toronto Telegram, six days a week. 
He’s done thousands of advertising 
drawings. He does political cartoons 
for the Canadian Forum. He do- 
nates cartoons to the Red Cross. At 
one point, we discover, he was draw- 
ing regular cartoons for the CCF 
poking fun at the financial 
interests) and for The Financial Post 
poking fun at the CCF). Like 
most people of comparable urbanity 
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Grassick can see fun in nearly every- 
thing. * 
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and, next time he dropped by our office, he 
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TI the blood-sweat-and 
| of four downed airmen 
1 {rift 1 rubber ft on the 
| treachero North Sea. Here is 
| tark drama Starring >men of the 
| Air-Sea Rescue Service whose motto 
} The Sea Shall Not Have Them” is 


/ the title of this film 





movies fo watch for 


ROBERT DONAT and KAY WALSH 


in 
| “LEASE OF LIFE’ 


in Eastman Color 


GLYNIS JOHNS DONALD SINDEN 
ANN CRAWFORD 
MARGARET RUTHERFORD 


“MAD ABOUT MEN” 


Color by Technicolor 


/ 
/ 
| 


| CORNELL BORCHERS 
| YVONNE MITCHELL 
[ARMIN DAHLIN ALEXANDER KNOX 


in 


“THE DIVIDED HEART”’ 


He) |), (eR ole), Brom (elt): 


LOCAL THEATRE 














MAILBAG 


What’s the Truth about the Bible? 











Fred Bodsworth’s article The Strange 
Story Behind the Bible (Dec. 15), is 
interesting and well informed; but why 
does he leave unchallenged a _ long- 
exploded theory, as if it were true? 

Mr. Bodsworth says that “‘the Bible 
had its dim beginnings in a distant era, 
when the art of writing was unknown.”’ 

During the last fifty years, archeolo- 
gists have excavated cities in Iraq and 
Iran, the ancient Mesopotamia, Chal- 
dea, Persia and Babylonia. They have 
rescued and are deciphering a quarter 
of a million clay tablets now in the 
world’s museums. These are inscribed 
chiefly in the Sumerian-invented cunei- 
form writing. 

Che labors of these men have made 
the life of cities such as Ur of the 
Chaldees, a thousand years before 
Abraham, vivid to us today We 
read a schoolboy’s letter to a father 
begging for money; complicated busi- 
ness dealings such as letters of credit 

A study of the Book of Genesis by 
scholars familiar with cuneiform has 
supplied evidence that the first thirty- 
six chapters of Genesis consist of eleven 
such “‘family histories’’ originally writ- 
ten in cuneiform on clay. The trans- 
lation of these from script to script, 
language to language, country to coun- 
try, through fifty centuries, has been 
so exact that the literary conventions 
of the original cuneiform writers have 
come down to us intact in our modern 
Bible In all this we recognize the 
Hand of God—-Humanity’s Father. 
Mrs. L. Campbell Brown, Okanagan 
Landing, B.C 


® The author states, “The art of writ- 
ing probably reached the Hebrews 
ibout 1000 BC and _ they began 
recording their history and legends 
in writing.” Dr. W. F. Albright, a 
leading authority on Palestinian ar- 
chaeology, says, ““Only a very ignorant 
person can now suggest that writing 
in many forms) was not known in 
Palestine and the immediate surround- 
ing regions during the entire second 
millennium BC’ (Bulletin No. 60 of 
the American Schools of Oriental Re- 
search, December 1953. G. O. Even- 
son, Edmonton 


@ Congratulations to Bodsworth and 
Maclean’s The broad sweep of 
religious belief has been so ‘‘cabined, 
cribbed, confined’’ by words and docu- 
ments and the dogmas of priestly crafts 
that the true essence has been diluted 
and dispersed into sects at war with 
one another over details Any- 
thing that sweeps away the cobwebs 
of ignorance and superstition from the 
face of the truth must be welcomed in 
this materialistic age when the cob 
webs are often worshipped in lieu of 
the truth they conceal George E 
Shortt, Montreal 


@ In spite of all the copying and com 
bining of writing in the Bible there is 
something stable and unchanged —the 
Spirit that lives within all these writ 
ings. Our bodies undergo many changes, 
but we live on. So with the Bible 
Millions of books have been printed, 
lived for a time. But the Bible gains in 
power for the Spirit of God is behind 
it. Jas. A. Donaghy, Middle Church, 
Man. 


@ This is a particularly fine piece in 
your fine publication Rev.) Waver- 


ley D. Gant, Okotoks, Alta 


@ An excellent reminder that the Bible 
was not written in Heaven, though 
it is frequently called God’s Word 
by some who should know better.— 
J. K. L. Smith, Edmonton 


@ You’ve done it again! Must the 
feature story in Maclean’s pre-Christ- 
mas issue always have an anti-Chris- 
tian tone? It might well have been 
written by some pagan R. J. Joy, 
Montreal. 


@® Bodsworth places Christian tradi- 
tion on one side and modern scholar- 
ship on the other and implies you must 
choose one or the other and the two 
are incompatible. It is no more neces- 
sary that every word of the Bible be 
of supernatural origin for the Bible to 
contain God’s Revelation to man than 
it is necessary for every word of some 
editorial to be true and accurate for 
God to speak through your editorial 

Obviously Bodsworth cannot con 
ceive how a tree can be cut without 
a perfect ax. We all know a good man 
can cut a tree with many axes. The 
perfect ax will do the perfect job, 
provided the woodsman himself is 
perfect, but in the ordinary course 
of events he will use an ax that will 
only be very good and very sharp and 
in time will have different handles. But 
it is still the woodsman who causes the 


An Israeli tells why Israel fights 


IN BLAIR FRASER’S article, Does Israel Want to 
I was glad to note that he 
found it the only country in the Middle East 
with a twentieth-century economy and culture 
and a modern democratic system He de- 
scribed it as the only state in the region (apart 
from Turkey) whose government enjoyed the 
would be a 
these facts stressed when the Israel 


Start a War? (Dec. 1 


loyalty of its people and which 


reliable ally. It is useful to have 


government is objecting to the 
Arab regimes around it 


tree to fall.—Rev. Duncan MacLean 
Wallaceburg, Ont 


Montreal Vice Clean-Up 

Thank you for Ken Johnstone 
remarkable article on the Montreal 
vice clean-up, (How Plante and Dra 
peau Licked the Montreal Underworld 
Dec. 1). It was the most exciting 
reading I’ve found in years of reading 
magazines. Possibly Maclean’s could 
give us more on the author (see cut 
—George Murzel, Woodroffe, Ont. 





Writer Johnstone at work for Maclean’s 


Karsh's Greatest Face? 

Congratulations on Karsh’s Great 
Faces in Color (Dec. 1 All the Great 
Faces since Lincoln seem commonplace 
beside the serenely beautiful counte 
nance of Dr. Albert Sweitzer, the Man 
of the Century.—Dr. Crawford Rose 
Aurora, Ont. 


Missed Marilyn's Swim 

In her article on Marilyn Bell (How 
Marilyn Swam the Lake, Nov. 1), June 
Callwood attributes an exclamatory 
“Hell!” to J. William Horsey, chair 
man and president of Dominion Stores 
Ltd. At the time of Miss Bell’s swim, 
Mr. Horsey was in England and held 
no telephone or other conversation with 
Miss Callwood, nor anyone else, on the 
Bell family’s whereabouts.—J. S. Feg- 
gans, Director of Public Relations, 
Dominion Stores Limited, Toronto. » 





rearming of hostile and unstable 


The border troubles Mr. Fraser writes about are not hard to under 
stand. The armistice agreements signed about five years ago between 


Israel and Egypt, Jordan, Syria 


and Lebanon created an awkward 


frontier six hundred miles long, winding through hill country or open 
desert, and impossible to seal off physically. Israel has no depth, being 
seventy miles across at its widest and ten at its narrowest. Everyone in 


effect lives on the border 


The official records show that on the Jordan border alone there were 
till last September 575 Israelis killed and wounded; 1,237 clashes with 
armed marauding gangs, 170 armed robberies, 150 cases of sabotage 
and mining, and 3,486 thefts, amounting to many millions of dollars 
For our settlements these figures spell families of farmers wiped out in 
their beds at night, crops and orchards destroyed, cattle and sheep 


rustled, irrigation pipelines uprooted, communications cut and trucks 
blown up by road mines. It is not surprising that Israel’s frontiersmen 
trained and armed to protect themselves, should sometimes hit back at 
villages which serve as bases for the attacks upon them. 

The basic cause of the trouble is that the Arab governments reject 
peace with Israel and keep alive a tense “‘armistice.’’ Jordan has rejected 


proposals for meetings on border problems 


Israel is willing to sit down 


with its neighbors at any time and negotiate settlement of all issues 


MACLEAN’S M 


MICHAEL COMAY, 
Ambassador of Israel to Canada 
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Backstage in 
Indo-China 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 





id,”’ he said Che Polish ambassador 

eaks almost perfect English. It’s true 

French is even better. but his 
English is good.’ 


Apparently this was just the simplest 


i most courteous method of avoid 


difficult questions 
Pole I met 


he 
niy 


Ihe who talked with 
te freedom, showed a lively 

, #f humor and didn’t mind being 
sxcreet, was the Polish ambassador 
Pnompenh, Cambodia He was 
ously the ablest and presumably 


ghest ranking of all the 300 Poles in 


ndo-China | thought it was signifi- 
int that he was stationed not in Com 
inist Hanoi but in Cambodia, the 


commonly 
or the Western demo 


e part of Indo-China 
rded as safe ft 


side 


IN THE PROFESSIONAL as distinct 


mm tine 
{¥ 


side tensions and 


social 


culties in the International Super 


ory Commission sometimes more 


are 


ous 


Polish delegations hardly bother to 
nceal the fact that they are doing all 
can to further the Communist 


If the Viet Minh in Viet Nam or 
he Pathet Lao in Laos would prefer a 
lelay in the visit from the International 


ymmission, the Polish delegate always 


iuse 


irns out to be unable to go 
In Laos, for a while at least, delays 
First 
there would be an argument at the top 
level, among the heads of delegations; 
ifter long discussion the Canadian and 
the Indian would vote the Pole down. 
[hen the same discussion would take 
place, at equal length, at the working 
committee level where details of the 
proposed excursion were worked out. 
Again the Indian and the Canadian 
would vote the Pole down. 

Finally, all would be ready for the 
start. At that point, the Polish member 
f the mobile team would refuse to go. 

This difficulty, at least, 
emoved. It is now definitely agreed 
~licy that if two members of a three- 
nan team vote to make a certain visit, 
he third man must go along. He may 


imposed in three stages 


vere 


has been 








irn in a protest ora dissenting report 
| \ 
1 FARHS 
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if he 


cannot veto the 
expedition itself—he must join it 
In the face of these Communist 


likes but 


tactics, Canadians in all four countries 
of Indo-China Viet 
Nam two) tend to get pretty ir 
ritated Indians, on the other hand 
keep thei patience so herow ally 
backwards so 


counting divided 


as 


ind 


lean Over nimbly that 


some Canadians get 


i little ex isperated 


with them too. But on balance and or 
consideration, most Canadians admit 
that the Indi in attitude is ood one 
They agree that seldom. if ever. is the 
particular issue as important the 
general principle of keeping t least 
one major power uncommitted ind 
regarded as a fair-minded intermed 
by both the gre il powel blocs 

At the same time however Indo 
China provides another proof that the 
best treatment for neut I 
bership on an international comn or 
with a Communist colleague 

Officially, the Indians do their be 
to stay in the middle and keep the 
good will of both sides. Personally. they 
find the Communists much harder 
get on with than the represent é 
the free world. India is a newly free 
country but has a longs raditior 
respect for freedom, nd the erage 
Indian finds the average Comn 
just as hard to take as we do 


INTERNATIONAL 
not the real troubl 
China though 


times be almost welcome as a relief fron 


TENSIONS are 
Ind 


In fact they must some 


with life n 


the real trouble, boredom 

Physically, conditions in most places 
not too bad 
morning a Canadian diplomat stepped 
out of bed and plunked his bare foot 
down on 


are True, in Vientiane one 


a live, plump, indignant rat 
In Hanoi I saw the biggest cockroach 
I'd ever seen, a brute as big as a field 
mouse, strolling across the pillow of an 
External Affairs official 
bed at the time.) In all four countries 
the climate is pretty trying—months 
of solid uninterrupted rain and heat, 
then months of dry fine weather that is 
still pretty hot 
But there are 
Vientiane, the most rural and primitive 
of the lot, has gorgeous scenery —the 
sunsets behind the Mekong River are 
something no visitor will ever forget 
From Pnompénh you can go up for 
week ends to the famous ruins of 
Angkor Wat, one of the great sights of 
the world. Saigon and Pnompenh and 
Hanoi all have sports clubs with swim- 
ming courts, 
Saigon at least is a fair-sized city with 


He wasn’t in 


compensations. Even 


pools and tennis and 
urban amenities 
The real catch 
no point or purpose outside working 
hours. The work itself is fascinating 
I didn’t 
wasn’t interested and absorbed 
job. But spare time is a problem for 
men billeted in hotel rooms, 8,000 miles 
away from their families, and with not 
much of anything to do 
In Vientiane they can’t even read 


is that life here has 


meet a single Canadian who 


in his 


the lights are too dim Between 
7 p.m. and midnight, when everyone’s 
lights are turned on, the available 
current is spread so thin that the 


electric light fades to about one candle 
light to 
no 


power. And even if there were 
read there books 
papers, no printed matter of 
to be bought in the town 

In Hanoi they have the same prob 
for different Books 
papers in European languages are not 
the Viet Minh 


thoroughly censored 


by are no news 


any sort 


lem reasons ind 


encouraged by They 
prefer 
tions in Vietnamese 


public i 


Among Canadians the consensus 
seemed to be “It’s not too bad for a 
year. It’s interesting.’ ut I didn’t 


meet anyone who thought he'd like to 
settle in Southeast Asia * 


these 





simple precautions 
will 


KEEP YOUR MAIL 
OUT OF THE 


DEAD LETTER OFFICE 


SH aex: 
+/ \ 
\ é a Address Your Mail Correctly: Write clearly and state 
7 complete address Include Postal Zone Number in 
Yy = | Quebec, Ottawa, Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver ind 
an " wig Winnipeg 
‘' \e 5 Alwavs Give Friends Your Correct Address (ret the 
i BLES ' habit of including your return address on top left 
@, corner of envelopes and parcels. 
TA a4) J Wrap All Parcels Securely Use strong cord and 
v, — heavy paper and seal down all loose ends or flaps 
3 Be sure return address is both on the outside and 
4 | r inside the parcel 
oF Have Parcels Weighed at Post Office: In this way, 
IT y you re sure of always paying the correct postage. 
rd | 4 


HELP SPEED YOUR MAIL! 


@ AIR PARCEL POST @ P.O. MONEY ORDERS @ OVERSEAS AIR MAIL 


CANADA 


Hon. Aleide 


Postmaster General 


Extra | 


@ POSTAL REGISTRATION 


| a | | | 
OFFICE 
4 B4 

W.J. Turnbull 
Deputy Postm 


POST 


ght 
ee 


»M.P 


té, O.4 


ter General 





* THATS THE NEW LAGATT PILSENER LABEL. WHAT A 
PERFECT CLIMAX TO TWO THIRSTY WEEKS IN THE DESERT” 





Tested by brewmasters 
from seven other breweries, 
at Mr. Hugh F. Labart’s 
request, Pilsener won en- 
thusiastic praise . . . a light, 
dry, true Pilsener Beer! 


Your first cool bottle of Pilsener 
proves it nothing slakes thirst 
so enjoyably, so effectively as 
Labatt’s Pilsener! Introduce your 
Pilsener 
ale, 


lager. Refreshing! All the pleasures 


thirst to that authenti 


flavour—lighter than drier than 
of Pilsener are waiting... 


treat yourself to a Pilsener soon. 


























for 
Maclean’s readers 


a subsc ribet to Vi ac lean’s you will receive two 


you re 


free copies of the magazine during the coming year. 


Phis is made possible because commencing in March 
Vi ac lean s Is lo be published every two weeks instead 


i month. This means you'll get 26 issues of 


oft twice 


(Canada’s National Magazine every year instead of the 


present 24 at no 


| Increase In 


the subscription price. 
These two extra copies will mean more hours of enjoy- 


ible reading for the million and a half Canadians who 


read every issue of Maclean’s. 


Beginning with March 5. issue, Maclean’s will be 
ivailable at your tavorite newsstand every other Tues- 
day eleven days previous to the ac tual date of issue. 


Watch for 
your copy of 
Maclean’s, 

Canada’s 

National 
Magazine, 
published 
26 times a 
Soon to 
be on sale 
every other 

Tuesday. 
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A Maclean-Hunter Publication 
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LL CANADA heard about the 
sensational wave of bank rob- 
beries that Vancouver 
recently, but the fact that delighted 
was the news 


4 swept 


one local car dealer 
report the holdup men had used his 
make of car. By the next edition 
he had an ad running in the papers, 
“Better Buys for Bank Bandits,” 
and listing such handy up-to-date 
features as automatic license changer, 
camouflage paint, built-in money bags 
and a guaranteed ,500 horsepower. 


Smarter than a fox is the only 
fitting tribute for the Newfoundland 
fisherman who set out some snares 
Freshwater, Pla- 
The snares caught the 


near his home at 
centia Bay. 


pumB \. (47 
—_-s S&S. 
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rabbits all right but by the time the 
Freshwater man got to them they’d 
been half eaten by some larcenous 
animal. The fisherman toted one 
of his lobster pots into the woods, 
set it up with a rabbit for bait, and 
next morning there was the guilty 
Reynard trapped inside. 


A Toronto couple were so devoted 
when the 
animal suddenly disappeared they 
not only called the dog pound every 
day but advertised in the ‘‘Lost’”’ 
column of a Toronto newspaper for 


to their collie dog that 


three full weeks without turning up 
a clue. Six weeks later when they 


decided to get rid of their old gas 
stove they ran another ad in the 
appropriate column, received a tele- 
phone enquiry the first day and told 
When 


the caller to come right up. 


the fellow and his wife arrived, 
knocked and asked, “‘Are you the 
people who—”’ the advertising couple 
could only stand there nodding 


dumbly as out of their callers’ car 
and up the walk bounded the long- 
lost Trixie. 

The would-be stove buyers were 
frankly disbelieving, until they were 
shown family snapshots of Trixie, the 
dog’s and other evidence. 
Then they were furious that of all 
the gas ranges offered for sale in 
Toronto they’d had to come looking 
In the end they drove 
without 


license 


at this one. 
away without the stove, 
Trixie and without ever explaining 
how they’d acquired Trixie in the first 
place. 














of 
both 
outcome of this transaction, though 
the customer had some momentary 
misgivings. A fellow in the mail- 
order section of the Fredericton store 
that a Quebec 
farmer sent us the farmer’s letter: 
Dear Sir: I received the stove which 
I ordered and like it very much but 
find that the legs were not sent with 
it. Please send the legs as I would 
like to use the stove right away 
Yours truly 
P.S. Found the 
Never mind! 





Speaking 
seller were 


stoves, buyer and 
satisfied with the 


sold the stove to 


oven 


legs in the 





The Toronto Transit Commission 
had no sooner announced it was going 
to take its crews out of drab grey 
and put them into airforce-blue uni- 
forms than an RCAF wing com- 
mander we know innocently boarded 
a subway car and was buttonholed 
by an irate woman determined to 
tell him what was wrong with the 
whole system. 


A Guelph, Ont., mother tells us she 
hadn’t paid much attention to all the 
hue and cry about radical changes 
in education until she was leafing 
through her little daughter’s speller 
the other day. There among a list 
of new words she found “‘O.K.’’——and 
a sentence to show how it should 
be used. 

eee 


The woman in Saint John, N.B., 
hustled out the kitchen door, cut 
across the corner lot and just caught 
her bus. As she settled back to get 
her breath she began to shiver. It 








was a cool night out but there were 
no windows open in the bus and she 
couldn’t understand why she felt so 
chilled, 
big purse from under one arm to the 
other. It wasn’t her purse at all, 
for instead she had grabbed up from 
the kitchen counter a loaded tray of 
ice cubes. And don’t think she didn’t 
have a dickens of a time sneaking 
it back into the fridge when she got 
any of her family 


until she went to shift her 


home, without 


seeing her. 


Parade pays $5 to $10 for true, humorous anecdotes reflecting the current 


scene. No 
Maclean’s Magazine, 


Canadian 
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Nature doesnt make lhe rubber 





hal has revolutionized paint 
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